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DELTA  STATE  UNIVERSITY 

By  Jack  Winton  Gunn 
and  Gladys  C.  Castle 

This  pictorial  history  of  Delta  State 
University  chronicles  the  contribution 
the  university  has  made  to  education  in 
the  Mississippi  Delta  and  to  the  state  as 
a  whole.  It  traces  the  development  of 
the  institution  from  its  inception  in 
September  1925  as  Delta  State  Teachers 
College  to  its  status  today  as  a  multi- 
purpose university. 

Delta  State  University  had  its  begin- 
nings in  the  minds  of  concerned  citi- 
zens of  the  Cleveland  area  u'ho  be- 
lieved that  an  educational  institution 
was  vital  to  the  cultural  growth  of  the 
region.  Largely  through  the  efforts  of 
these  people,  the  bill  locating  Delta 
State  Teachers  College  in  Cleveland 
was  passed  in  1924.  While  still  true  to 
its  initial  designation  in  that  it  grad- 
uates teachers,  Delta  State  University 
has  always  accepted  change  as  a  fact  of 
life.  Its  academic  program  has  been  ad- 
justed to  fit  the  basic  needs  of  the  popu- 
lation it  was  intended  to  serve,  and  yet 
is  flexible  enough  to  provide  new  ave- 
nues during  changing  times  for  a 
changing  clientele. 

The  book's  divisions  correspond  to 
the  tenures  of  the  university's  five  pres- 
idents, and  the  authors  record  every 
facet  of  university  life  during  each  ad- 
ministration. The  physical  growth,  the 
evolving  academic  program  and  ex- 
tracurricular activities,  the  changes  in 
personnel,  the  students  and  their  life 
on  campus  are  all  described  in  this  pic- 
torial history. 

The  outstanding  pictures  and  the  de- 
tailed captions  make  this  history  a  vivid 
and  absorbing  one.  The  authors  call 
their  work  a  "labor  of  love,"  and  it  cer- 
tainly is  that,  for  no  effort  has  been 
spared  to  make  the  retelling  of  the  first 
fifty  years  of  the  story  of  Delta  State 
University  as  evocative  as  possible. 
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Preface  and 
Acknowledgments 

JLhis  volume  presents  the  story  of  Delta  State  University  in  a 
history  both  narrative  and  pictorial  at  a  time  when  many  partic- 
ipants in  the  early  history  of  the  institution  are  still  living.  The 
same  unity  of  purpose  found  over  fifty  years  ago  among  the 
people  of  Cleveland  in  their  efforts  to  bring  a  college  to  the  Delta 
continues  today  in  the  support  of  Delta  State  University  by  the 
present  citizens. 

In  such  a  brief  space  as  this  volume,  all  the  facts  and  indi- 
viduals involved  in  the  story  of  Delta  State  cannot  be  told  or 
identified,  but  the  major  events  under  the  administration  of 
each  of  the  presidents  are  examined  in  the  following  chapters.  It 
is  our  hope  that  the  story  told  will  give  alumni  and  friends  a 
reminder  of  some  of  those  persons  who  had  a  prominent  role  in 
the  development  of  Delta  State  as  an  institution  for  the  educa- 
tion of  teachers  as  well  as  of  leaders  in  many  fields  of  endeavor 
for  the  state  of  Mississippi  and  across  the  nation. 

No  individual  can  hope  to  draft  a  history  of  the  institution 
without  the  aid  of  many  people  directly  and  indirectly  con- 
nected with  Delta  State.  We  express  our  appreciation  to  the 
many  who  have  provided  help  through  work  or  deed.  The 
project  had  its  beginning  with  a  small  grant  from  the  Delta  State 
University  Research  Committee.  The  Press  Committee  of  the 
university  gave  its  approval  to  the  pictorial  history  as  a  univer- 
sity sponsored  publication. 

All  offices  and  branches  of  the  institution  have  at  some  time 
provided  information,  pictures,  and  documents  necessary  for 
the  completion  of  the  history.  Generous  use  of  Delta  State 
publications  has  been  necessary.  These  include  catalogs.  The 
Broom  (yearbook).  The  Miss  Delta  (campus  newspaper).  The 
Green  Book  (early  student  handbook),  and  the  PJiysicnl  FaciUties 
publication.  The  last  item  was  compiled  by  Hugh  C.  Smith  who, 
in  addition,  has  provided  useful  facts  not  readily  available  from 
other  sources.  Sammy  Cranford,  university  archivist,  supplied 
documents  available  only  in  the  Delta  State  University  Archives. 
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Special  appreciation  is  given  to  the  following  who  provided 
pictures  of  particular  individuals  or  events:  Carol  Brumby, 
Maxine  Brumfield,  Mrs.  Harry  Gordon  Carpenter,  Judge 
Charles  Clark,  the  Memphis  Commercial  Appeal,  Harriet  Causey 
DeCell,  the  Delta  Council,  Mary  Royce  Eckles,  Mary  Frances 
Murphree  Ford,  Jack  Fletcher,  Charles  W.  Flowers,  Ralph  and 
Dorothy  Franklin,  the  late  Grace  Gaw,  Effie  Glassco,  Director 
Fred  Hensley  and  Jody  Correro  of  the  Delta  State  Office  of  Public 
Information,  La  Valle  House,  the  Mississippi  Department  of 
Archives  and  History,  H.  L.  Nowell,  Norman  Van  Liew  of  the 
Bolivar  Commercial,  Mrs.  Travis  Parker,  Mrs.  John  Pearson,  Sr., 
Owen  Roberts,  the  Robinson-Carpenter  Library,  James  Salley, 
Mrs.  A.  W.  Shands,  Mrs.  Lena  Roberts  Sillers,  B.  F.  Ward,  and 
W.  T.  Winston. 

Many  persons  not  only  provided  pictures  but  added 
information  through  interviews.  Some,  obvious  in  the  narra- 
tive, are  not  mentioned  but  particularly  helpful  were  Margaret 
Bedwell  Miller,  Mollie  Bedwell,  Mary  Margaret  Fugler  Hafter, 
William  Hanks,  Lucy  Somerville  Howorth,  Cora  Irvin,  Henry 
Judson  Jacob,  Katie  Mauldin,  Mrs.  J.  D.  Miller,  Malcolm  Nor- 
wood, Jane  Oliver,  Etta  Eckles  Pace,  LePoint  Cassibry  Smith, 
Ina  Mae  Webb,  Joe  Wilson,  and  Elizabeth  Zeigel  Winter. 

More  specific  appreciation  should  go  to  Hugh  Ellis  Walker, 
Alumni  Secretary,  for  many  contributions;  to  Langston  Rogers, 
Delta  State  Sports  Information  Director,  for  supplying  needed 
information  and  pictures  of  the  sports  activities;  to  Dr.  William 
M.  Cash  for  aiding  the  writers  when  special  help  was  needed;  to 
Mrs.  Jack  W.  Gunn  for  critical  reading  and  general  support;  to 
Dean  William  F.  LaForge  for  detailed  editing  in  the  early  stages; 
and  to  Dean  Mac  G.  McRaney  for  a  listing  of  honor  graduates. 

Many  others  have  been  helpful  in  a  number  of  ways.  To  all  of 
these  we  offer  our  gratitude.  Especially  to  Dr.  Forest  Kent 
Wyatt,  the  fifth  president  of  Delta  State  University,  are  we 
indebted  for  support  throughout  the  project. 

We  hope  that  this  labor  of  love  gives  a  truthful  and  lasting 
account  of  more  than  fifty  years  of  Delta  State  history  and 
provides  a  basis  on  which  to  build  the  future  of  this  great 
institution  of  higher  learning. 

Jack  W.  Gunn 
Gladys  C.  Castle 

June  10,  1980 
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I  The 
Beginnings 

1922-1925 


Lucy  Somerville,  a  young 
lawyer  in  1923,  recalls  a 
conversation  with  Audley  W. 
Shands. 


.he  establishment  of  a  college  in  Cleveland  had  its  beginnings 
in  the  minds  of  those  citizens  of  the  community  who  believed 
that  an  educational  institution  was  essential  to  the  cultural 
growth  of  the  region. 

Although  it  would  be  impossible  to  designate  the  person  op 
persons  who  first  conceived  the  idea  of  locating  a  teacher  train- 
ing school  in  Cleveland,  one  account  offers  a  possible  explana- 
tion. Mrs.  Joseph  Howorth,  then  Lucy  Somerville  and  a  member 
of  the  legal  profession,  recalled  a  conversation  with  her  brother- 
in-law  Audley  W.  Shands,  another  Cleveland  lawyer,  in  which 
he  remarked,  "Lucy,  in  order  to  grow,  a  town  must  have  either 
industry  or  a  college,  and  a  college  makes  for  a  much  better 
community." 

The  first  evidence  of  a  formal  effort  to  establish  a  state  institu- 
tion of  higher  learning  in  Cleveland  came  on  the  last  day  of 
September,  1922,  at  a  public  meeting  of  the  Teachers  Association 
opened  by  W.  Ford  Bufkin,  president.  Judge  Audley  W.  Shands 
addressed  the  teachers  and  other  interested  citizens.  He 
stressed  the  expediency  of  utilizing  the  buildings  of  the  Bolivar 
County  Agricultural  High  School,  formerly  located  in  Cleve- 
land, for  a  normal  school.  Judge  Shands  "spoke  of  the  cultural 
value  and  remarked  that  it  might  suggest  some  topic  of  conver- 
sation other  than  the  Negro,  mules,  and  the  boll  weevU."  He 
further  suggested  that  a  committee  of  "forceful  men  with  initia- 
tive and  power"  be  selected  to  go  before  the  legislature.  At  the 
meeting,  other  citizens  of  the  county  agreed  that  there  was  a 
need  for  a  state-supported  college  located  at  Cleveland.  J.  C. 
Roberts,  local  lawyer,  A.  K.  Eckles,  county  superintendent  of 
education,  and  Ser  )sedale  gave  expres- 

sions of  support  for  t  at  the  meeting  were 

Judge  R.  E.  Jackson  W.  W.  Simmons,  and 

Mrs.  P.  B.  Woollard,  all  ot  whom  endorsed  the  movement. 

At  first  glance  Cleveland  did  not  appear  a  likelv  location  for  a 
normal  school.  Though  Bolivar  County  was  founded  in  1836, 
early  settlements  and  population  were  concentrated  along  the 
Mississippi  River.  It  was  not  until  1884,  as  a  result  of  the  comple- 
tion of  the  Yazoo  and  Mississippi  Valley  Railroad  line  from 
Vicksburg  to  Memphis  that  settlements  first  appeared  in  the 
area,  and  by  1886  the  town  was  incorporated  and  named  Cleve- 
land for  then  President  Grover  Cleveland.  Scarcelv  a  centur\^ 


Audley  William  Shands — "In 
order  to  grow  a  town  must  have 
either  industry  or  a  college  and  a 
college  makes  for  a  much  better 
community." 


before,  this  had  been  wild  country  with  prowling  panther,  bear, 
deer,  and  wild  turkey  in  the  canebrakes. 

The  town  initially  grew  slowly,  but  with  the  improvement  of 
roads,  the  location  of  a  courthouse,  and  the  successful  cultiva- 
tion of  the  land  the  town  boasted  a  population  of  1,674  by  1920. 
According  to  the  1920  census,  Bolivar  County  was  first  among  all 
the  counties  in  the  South  in  the  total  value  of  agricultural  prod- 
ucts. By  1923,  the  town  had  two  banks,  two  hotels,  three  restau- 
rants, two  wholesale  grocery  companies,  four  drug  stores,  two 
department  stores,  a  bakery,  a  picture  show,  a  compress,  nu- 
merous cotton  firms,  and  a  number  of  other  establishments .  The 
Cleveland  Consolidated  School  was  said  to  be  the  largest  in  the 
world.  A  full-time  health  department  had  been  organized  in 
1920. 

Not  only  could  Cleveland  point  to  its  growing  population  and 
its  business  and  agricultural  development,  but  the  town  had  an 
attractive  inducement  to  offer  a  prospective  normal  school  in  the 
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Cleveland,  1884 — Site  of  mam  business  street  looking  north. 


three  buildings  formerly  housing  the  Bolivar  County  Agricul- 
tural High  School.  In  1921,  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  Bolivar 
County  at  its  May  meeting  (reported  in  the  Cleveland  Enterprise  of 
May  5)  had  decided  that  the  cost  of  operating  the  agricultural 
school  was  too  great  to  continue  its  support.  The  county  had 
eight  consolidated  schools,  and  it  was  the  feeling  of  the  board 
that  "because  of  the  enormous  expense  of  the  Agricultural  High 
School  since  the  educational  advantages  are  being  offered 
otherwise,  the  discontinuance  of  the  institution  seemed  the  only 
recourse  and  no  levy  was  provided  for  its  maintenance  during 
the  coming  year."  The  possible  utilization  of  these  now  vacant 
facilities  for  a  college  stirred  the  imagination  of  the  local  people. 
In  1923,  efforts  continued  to  create  interest  and  support  for  the 
establishment  of  a  normal  college.  Professor  J.  C.  Windham, 
representing  the  Cleveland  public  schools,  spoke  to  the  local 
Rotary  Club  urging  the  members  to  take  advantage  of  the  great 
opportunity.  The  plan,  as  he  expressed  it,  was  to  offer  the  state 
the  buildings  and  grounds  that  had  belonged  to  the  Bolivar 
County  Agricultural  High  School  as  a  logical  location  for  a  nor- 
mal college. 


This  courthouse,  which  still 
stands  today  and  which  replaced 
one  erected  in  1901,  was  under 
construction  in  1923. 
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(Above)  The  three  buildings  that 
formerly  housed  the  Bolivar 
Countv  Agricultural  High 
School— Hardee  Hall,  the  Hill 
Administration  Building,  and 
Taylor  Hall — as  they  appeared 
about  1912.  South  Court  Street, 
unpaved,  ended  in  a  circle  in 
front  of  the  buildings.  (Right)  An 
early  photograph  catches  the 
alertness  of  hy  G.  Hill,  who 
served  as  secretary  of  the  general 
committee  to  secure  a  normal 
school  at  Cleveland.  The  house  is 
the  A.  K.  Eckles  residence  on 
South  Bolivar;  Mrs.  Hill  lived 
directly  across  the  street. 
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In  September,  1923,  Superintendent  Eckles  also  spoke  before 
the  Rotary  Club.  He  stated  that  the  County  Teachers  Association 
would  meet  on  the  next  Saturday  morning  and  the  normal 
college  would  take  a  major  place  on  the  agenda.  Prominent 
citizens  of  the  county  and  area,  including  Senator  W.  B.  Roberts 
and  Representative  Walter  Sillers  of  Rosedale,  Representative- 
elect  Jesse  Brough  of  Pace,  and  Senator  Arthur  Marshall  of 
Sunflower  County,  were  to  discuss  legislative  attitudes  toward 
the  establishment  of  a  normal  college  in  the  Delta.  Other  local 
citizens,  too,  would  speak  on  the  subject. 

The  speakers  at  the  Bolivar  County  Teachers  Association 
created  the  spark  which  set  off  a  series  of  meetings  that  would 
lead  to  the  final  establishment  of  Delta  State  Teachers  College. 
On  the  night  of  October  5, 1923,  a  public  meeting  was  held  in  the 
school  auditorium  to  discuss  the  possibility  of  establishing  a 
normal  school  in  Cleveland.  Out  of  this  meeting  came  a  general 
committee  to  draw  up  a  plan  of  action.  The  membership  of  the 
committee  was  composed  of  Dr.  E.  R.  McLean,  chairman.  Ivy  G. 
Hill,  secretary,  and  Charles  Clark,  Herbert  Elmore,  and  A.  K. 
Eckles. 

The  planning  committee  gathered  on  Saturday  a  , 

October  6,  1923,  at  the  Fireman's  Hall  for  an  orgar  il 

meeting.  After  much  discussion,  the  group  named  the  t  g 

committees  (as  noted  in  the  original  minutes,  now  local  e 

Delta  State  University  Archives): 

Finance    Committee:    Harry    Weinstein,    Edgar    Brown, 
Winston,  J.  C.  Roberts,  R.  E.  Jackson,  I.  A.  Kamien,  E.  ].  Nott,  C. 
R.  Smith,  and  Leo  Shoenholz. 


Publicity  Committee:  A.  W.  Shands,  BillBerger,  J.  C.  Windham,  C. 
E.  Guice,  W.  W.  Boone,  Mrs.  E.  F.  Roby,  and  Mrs.  R  B.  Woollard. 


Petition  Committee:  Abe  Somerville,  L.  Q.  Strong,  Jno.  T.  Smith, 
Zeck  Boone,  Fred  Clark,  Fred  Sparkman,  and  Mrs.  E.  J.  Nott. 

The  small  select  committee  was  determined  to  exert  a  strong 
effort  to  organize  the  community  to  work  toward  the  establish- 
ment of  a  normal  school.  After  naming  the  various  committees, 
the  secretary  was  instructed  "to  notify  each  person  of  their 
appointment  on  the  various  committees."  The  chairmen  were 
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(Above)  Amos  Kendall  Eckles  with 
daughter  Mary  Royce  on  steps  of 
Taylor  Hall — Eckles  was  the  last 
superintendent  of  the  Bolivar 
County  Agricultural  High 
School.  Mary  Royce  was  to  later 
receive  a  bachelor's  degree  from 
Delta  State,  a  master's  from 
Chicago,  and  to  serve  on  the 
elementary  demonstration  school 
faculty.  (Below)  Ivy  Graham  Hill, 
who  kept  the  minutes  of  the 
general  committee. 


"given  the  right  to  add  others  where  any  person  appointed 
failed  to  serve,  or  to  show  proper  interest  in  the  work— it  being 
thoroughly  understood  that  in  an  undertaking  of  this  kind, 
there  is  no  place  for  laggards." 

A  series  of  meetings  followed.  The  first,  held  on  Monday 
October  8,  1923,  brought  together  all  committees  appointed  on 
the  previous  Saturday  to  work  in  the  interest  of  a  state- 
supported  normal  school  in  Cleveland.  The  group  immediately 
began  seeking  support  over  the  entire  county,  taking  advantage 
of  "Better  Schools  Week"  meetings  scheduled  throughout 
Bohvar  County.  There  was  also  an  offer  from  one  J.  L.  Smith  of 
Jackson  to  help  advertise  the  project  and  explain  the  advantages 
of  such  a  school  in  the  Delta. 

Not  only  did  the  Committee  on  the  Normal  College  set  in 
motion  a  fund-raising  project  to  support  their  financial  needs  it 
also  anticipated  the  political  support  that  would  be  necessair 
Numerous  letters  seeking  backing  for  the  project  were  written  to 
influential  people  throughout  the  state  asking  for  their  support 
and  influence.  To  raise  money,  committees  were  appointed  in 
each  community  in  Bolivar  County.  Judge  R.  E.  Jackson  received 
authorization  from  the  committee  to  make  a  trip  to  southwest 
Mississippi  to  seek  out  legislative  support. 

William  F.  Gray,  editor  of  the  Bolivar  Commercial,  reflecting  the 
attitude  of  Cleveland,  wrote:  "Next  year  Cleveland  will  exert 
every  effort  to  have  established  here  a  state  normal  college 
being  ready  now  to  offer  to  the  State  the  buildings  and  grounds 
o   the  Agricultural  High  School,  and  the  County  and  City  wil 
also  contribute  to  the  financial  support  of  the  college.  Cleveland 
the  metropohs  of  Bolivar  County,  extends  a  we'ome  to  those 
who  seek  the  rewards  of  natural  opportunities,  applied  ener^ 
and  broad  culture."  l^F^cu  energy. 

By  the  end  of  the  year,  plans  were  well  underway  for  the 
mtroduchon  o  a  bill  into  the  legislature  at  the  next  sessLn  As  a 
P  esentation  of  what  Cleveland  and  the  Delta  area  offered  as  a 
site  for  the  proposed  normal  college.  Imperial  Bolivar,  a  ninety- 
four-page    brochure,    was    published    by    editor    Gray     The 

ston  of'theT'T'  H  '"'°7  ^'^^  -^-P-^^«-  by  picture  and 
story  of  the  land  and  people  of  Bolivar  County 

Active  in  their  support  that  year  were  the  mayor  of  Cleveland 

SIDelt.  State  U,u.ers,y  mercham    T^T ^Da  ',°"'  °'  ^''""^"  ^  ^-  ^-  J^^-^'' 

nj  merchant,  J.  T  Davis,  planter  and  automobile  dealer;  W.  G. 


Lowery,  merchant;  W.  T.  Winston,  planter  and  banker;  Dr.  W.  T. 
Townsend,  dentist;  L.  M.  Guynes,  planter,  businessman,  and 
city  clerk;  G.  H.  Ingraham,  marshal;  and  J.  L.  Mathews,  night 
marshal. 

John  L.  Smith  was  employed  to  work  in  Jackson,  and  Judges 
Jackson  and  Elmore  with  Charles  Clark  were  to  draft  a  bill  for  the 
"North  Mississippi  State  Normal,"  being  instructed  to  amend 
the  bill  and  change  the  name  if  it  seemed  desirable.  At  this  time 
the  committee  authorized  inclusion  in  the  bill  of  the  agricultural 
high  school  buildings  and  grounds,  consisting  of  about  one 
hundred  acres.  John  L.  Smith  asked  for  blueprints  of  the  build- 
ings, two  hundred  copies  of  Imperial  Bolivar,  and  a  number  of 
other  items  of  information  about  the  community  and  county. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  on  the  Normal  College  on 
January  7,  1924,  all  committees  reported  and  plans  were  set  in 
motion  for  a  delegation  to  travel  by  special  train  to  Jackson.  At 
the  meeting  Judge  Elmore  reported  that  Charles  Clark  would 
leave  for  Jackson  "at  once  to  consult  with  our  Senator  and 
representatives,  and  the  Department  of  Education  concerning 
the  details  of  framing  the  bill." 

On  January  10,  the  chairman.  Dr.  McLean,  called  a  special 
meeting  to  hear  a  report  from  Clark  on  his  effort  to  frame  a  bill. 
He  reported  that  a  Sunflower  delegation  was  working  actively  to 
get  a  bill  through  the  legislature  to  establish  a  Delta  Normal  at 
Moorhead.  Their  bill  would  delay  the  establishment  of  a  college 
until  the  1926  session  of  the  legislature.  According  to  the  account 
in  the  January  10,  1924,  minutes: 

Mr.  Clark  got  the  Sunflower  representatives  and  Senator  to- 
gether with  those  from  Bolivar  County  and  they  agreed  to  have 
the  bill  drawn  jointly,  to  establish  a  State  Normal  either  at 
Cleveland  or  Moorehead  [sic]  and  let  the  two  counties  fight  the 
location  out  among  themselves  with  the  Committee  on  Loca- 
tion, thus  making  it  more  certain  to  establish  a  Normal  College  in 
the  Delta  at  the  present  meeting  of  the  legislature.  Mr.  Clark  was 
instructed  to  telephone  this  agreement  to  Mr.  Arthur  Clark,  of 
Sunflower  County  Committee,  and  have  the  bill  drawn  and 
introduced  by  the  two  Senators  from  the  two  counties,  with  as 
little  delay  as  possible. 

A  meeting  of  all  committees  involved  in  the  state  normal 
project  was  called  on  February  21  with  A.  W.  Shands  acting  as  ji^^  Beginnings  19 


(Above)  Senator  William 
Beauregard  Roberts  of  Rosedale, 
cosponsor  of  Senate  Bill  No.  236 
to  create  Delta  State  Teachers 
College.  [Below)  Senator  Arthur 
L.  Marshall  of  Ruleville, 
cosponsor  of  Senate  Bill  No.  236 
to  create  Delta  State  Teachers 
College.  His  interest  in  the  college 
was  earnest.  Later  he  was  often  to 
address  students  on  good 
government  and  offered 
generous  monev  prizes  for  essays 
on  the  subject.  On  occasion 
Marshall  presented  the  award  in 
person  at  commencement  or 
other  public  functions. 


chairman.  At  this  meeting  Charles  Clark  read  a  letter  from 
Senator  Roberts  in  which  he  asked  that  members  of  the  commit- 
tee come  before  the  Committee  on  Schools  and  Colleges  to  argue 
the  case  for  the  normal  bill.  Clark  and  Shands  were  appointed  by 
the  committee  as  spokesmen.  In  addition  to  the  two  spokesmen, 
others  asked  to  attend  the  Tuesday  meeting  in  Jackson  included 
Windham,  Eckles,  W.  A.  Speakes,  president  of  the  Board  of 
Supervisors,  and  W.  B.  Parks,  a  former  member  of  the  legisla- 
ture. Lucy  Somerville  and  Ivy  G.  Hill  would  represent  the 
women  on  the  committee. 

As  the  vote  on  the  Delta  college  bill  in  the  Mississippi  Senate 
neared,  the  committee  asked  Charles  Clark  to  spend  as  much 
time  as  possible  in  Jackson  to  direct  the  efforts  toward  getting 
the  measure  passed.  Senator  Roberts  in  a  talk  before  the  local 
committee  suggested  that  a  large  delegation  from  Bolivar 
County  be  in  Jackson  on  March  14, 1924,  when  the  Senate  would 
consider  the  bill. 

Senators  Roberts  of  Bolivar  County  and  Marshall  of  Sun- 
flower County  cosponsored  Senate  Bill  No.  236  which  was  in- 
troduced on  February  19,  1924,  to  create  Delta  State  Teachers 
College.  It  was  then  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Universities 
and  Colleges,  who  reported  the  bill  out  on  March  6.  Some  effort 
was  made  to  change  the  name  to  Delta  Teachers  College  and  also 
to  locate  it  out  of  the  Delta,  but  these  efforts  failed;  Lieutenant 
Governor  Dennis  Murphree  broke  a  tie  to  leave  it  at  Cleveland  or 
Moorhead.  The  senate  passed  the  bill  on  March  14,  1924,  with 
twenty-seven  for,  five  against,  and  seventeen  not  voting  or 
absent. 

Once  passed  by  the  senate,  the  bill  was  sent  to  the  Mississippi 
House  of  Representatives  where  it  had  little  difficulty  in  passing 
with  a  vote  of  ninety-six  for  and  twenty  against.  Governor 
Henry  L.  Whitfield  signed  the  bill  on  April  9,  1924. 

The  bOl  creating  Delta  State  Teachers  College  provided: 

The  said  college  shall  be  located  either  at  Cleveland,  Bolivar 
County,  Mississippi,  or  at  Moorhead,  Sunflower  County,  Mis- 
sissippi, or  any  other  city  or  town  wholly  within  the  delta,  and 
its  location  shall  be  determined  immediately  after  the  passage  of 
this  act,  by  committee,  composed  of  two  members  of  the  senate 
to  be  named  by  the  lieutenant-governor  of  the  state,  and  three 
members  of  the  house  to  be  named  by  the  speaker  of  the  house. 

In  compliance  with  the  provision  to  select  a  sites  committee. 


Speaker  of  the  House  Thomas  L.  Bailey  asked  Horace  Stansel  of 
Sunflower  County  to  nominate  a  fellow  legislator;  Stansel 
named  Representative  Berton  Alexander  Lincoln  of  Lowndes 
County.  Jesse  Brough  of  Pace  named  John  Davis  Fartheree  of 
Clarke  County,  and  Walter  Sillers  named  John  R.  Anderson  of 
Madison  County.  The  three  made  up  the  house  members  of  the 
committee.  Lieutenant  Governor  Dennis  Murphree  selected 
Senators  A.  L.  Dent  of  Noxubee  County  and  Brown  Williams  of 
Neshoba  County  to  represent  the  senate. 


Cleveland  Prepares  for  Visiting 
Committee  Minutes 
Friday  May  9,  1924. 

Normal  Committees  held  a  meeting  at  the  Firemen's  Hall 
Friday  afternoon  May  9,  at  4:30.  There  were  present  the  follow- 
ing: A.  W.  Shands,  Chas.  Clark,  R.  E.  Jackson,  C.  R.  Smith,  J.  T. 
Smith,  Mr.  Lee,  H.  H.  Elmore,  T.  T.  Reed,  Leo  Shoenholz,  A.  K. 
Eckles,  W.  W.  Simmons,  A.  D.  Sommerville,  Miss  Lucy  Som- 
merville,  Mrs.  Ivy  G.  Hill.  In  the  absence  of  Dr.  McLean,  Mr. 
Shands  presided.  The  following  committees  were  appointed  to 
make  arrangements  for  the  reception  of  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed by  the  legislature  to  choose  location  for  the  new  State 
Normal  College,  to  be  known  as  the  Delta  Teacher's  Normal,  H. 
H.  Elmore  chm.  of  program  committee,  others  to  be  selected  by 
chm.  A.  K.  Eckles,  Chm.  of  invitation  Committee  for  out  of 
county  guests.  Leo  Shoenholz,  Chm.  of  Clean-up  Committee,  to 
have  buildings  in  readiness  for  inspection.  W.  W.  Simmons 
Chm.  of  Parade  Committee.  Mr.  Shands  was  asked  to  confer 
with  railroad  and  have  flagman  watch  crossing  on  the  day  of  the 
mass  meeting  so  no  cars  would  have  to  stop  at  the  R.R.  crossings 
during  parade.  Mrs.  Hill  was  appointed  to  confer  with  the  dif- 
ferent churches  and  to  have  a  committee  at  each  church  to  greet 
committee  upon  their  inspection  of  the  town,  also  to  inform 
Banquet  Committee  to  prepare  60  plates. 

At  the  time  of  this  meeting  the  committee  was  expected  to 
arrive  the  afternoon  of  the  21st.  but  Mr.  Shands  was  instructed 
to  call  up  and  find  out  from  Chm.  Dent  the  exact  plans,  and  time 
set.  It  was  unanimously  agreed  that  the  Rotarians  would  be  the 
hosts  for  a  banquet  to  be  tendered  the  committee  upon  the 
evening  of  their  arrival,  which  will  be  on  some  Wed.,  the  regular 
Rotarian  Day. 

Meeting  adjourned  to  meet  again  at  the  call  of  the  Chairman, 
Dr.  McLean. 
Ivy  G.  Hill,  Sec. 


{Above)  Lieutenant  Governor 
Dennis  Murphree  broke  a  tie  by 
casting  his  vote  for  the  new 
college.  (Below)  Henry  Lewis 
Whitfield,  governor  of 
Mississippi  from  Januarv  22, 
1924,  until  his  death  in  office 
March  18, 1927,  signed  Senate  Bill 
No.  236  on  April  9,  1924,  thereby 
founding  Delta  State  Teachers 
College. 


The  Beginningslll 


Hugh  F.  Causey  and  Charles 
Clark — Causey  and  Clark  made  a 
special  trip  to  deliver  cash  and  all 
deeds  and  abstracts  of  titles  of 
properties  in  Bolivar  County  to 
L.  M.  Dampeer  at  the  Bank  of 
Crystal  Springs.  These  items 
were  in  turn  transferred  to  the 
state  of  Mississippi  for  the 
purpose  of  erecting  Delta  State 
Teachers  College. 


lllDelta  State  University 


Once  the  bill  to  create  Delta  State  Teachers  College  passed 
both  houses  and  was  signed  by  Governor  Whitfield,  the  Cleve- 
land community  did  not  relax  their  efforts  to  have  the  college 
located  in  their  town.  More  public  meetings  as  well  as  committee 
meetings  were  held  to  gain  additional  support  and  prepare  the 
buildings  and  town  for  the  visit  of  the  site  selection  committee, 
scheduled  to  be  in  Cleveland  the  latter  part  of  May,  1924.  How- 
ever, there  was  a  delay  in  the  planned  visit,  and  the  committee, 
headed  by  Chairman  Dent,  did  not  arrive  until  late  June.  They 
were  feted  by  the  community  with  a  banquet  on  June  25,  and  the 
next  day  inspected  the  three  buildings  offered  by  Cleveland. 

The  planning  and  preparation  by  the  local  citizens  proved 
successful.  At  the  July  11, 1924,  meeting  in  Meridian  the  legisla- 
tive site  committee  voted  three  to  two  to  locate  the  college  at 
Cleveland. 

On  July  18, 1924,  the  Committee  on  the  Normal  College  met  to 
hear  a  report  from  Charles  Clark  on  the  conference  with  the 
location  committee.  He  reported  that  Cleveland  and  Bolivar 
County  should  agree  to  the  following:  "That  Cleveland  get  rid  of 
the  Black  Bear  [a  lounge];  that  the  city  give  $50,000  in  cash  and 
twenty  acres  of  land  adjoining  the  college  on  the  north,  also  that 
the  county  give  80  acres  of  land  upon  which  is  situated  the 
County  Poor  House;  that  abstracts  be  made  of  all  this  property 
including  the  grounds  upon  which  the  college  stands  (20 
acres)."  When  the  details  were  finally  listed,  the  following 
offer  was  accepted  by  the  location  committee: 

(1)  120  acres  of  land;  (2)  3  two-story  brick  agricultural  high  school 
buildings;  (3)  $54,500  in  cash;  (4)  $30,818  to  be  covered  by  a  one 
mill  levy  for  each  of  the  years  1924  and  1925  to  be  used  for 
support;  (5)  paid  up  insurance  policies  to  March  1927,  covering 
buildings  against  loss  by  fire  or  storm  in  the  amount  of  $134,000; 
pledge  by  the  city  of  Cleveland  to  furnish  free  electric  lights  and 
artesian  water  for  as  long  a  time  as  the  Delta  State  Teachers 
College  remains  in  the  City  of  Cleveland;  provision  for  the 
purchase  of  a  building  owned  by  J.  W.  Davis  known  as  the 
"Honky  Tonk"  (Black  Bear)  and  for  the  removal  of  the  same. 

The  three  high  school  buildings  referred  to  in  the  agreement 
were  Hill  Hall,  an  administration  and  classroom  building,  Har- 
dee Hall,  a  men's  dormitory,  and  Taylor  Hall,  a  women's  dormi- 
tory. 


Governor  Henry  L.  Whitfield  appointed  the  first  Board  of 
Trustees  of  Delta  State  Teachers  College.  They  were  Governor 
Henry  L.  Whitfield,  chairman;  E.  L.  Bailey,  Jackson;  H.  B. 
Heidelberg,  Clarksdale;  Lizette  Neilson  Sandifer,  Greenwood; 
Madge  Quinn  Fugler,  McComb;  D.  T.  Ruff,  Lexington;  L.  M. 
Dampeer,  Jr.,  Crystal  Springs;  Mrs.  J.  H.  Johnson,  Ackerman; 
and  Mrs.  Percy  Bell,  Greenville.  W  F.  Bond,  as  state  superin- 
tendent of  education,  also  served  as  a  member  of  the  board. 

In  compliance  with  the  agreement  made  by  the  people  of 
Cleveland,  Charles  Clark  and  Hugh  F.  Causey  made  a  special 
trip  to  deliver  $54,000  in  cash  and  all  deeds  and  abstracts  of  titles 
of  properties  in  Bolivar  County  to  L.  M.  Dampeer  at  the  Bank  of 
Crystal  Springs.  These  were  in  turn  transferred  to  the  state  of 
Mississippi  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  Delta  State  Teachers 
College. 

The  trustees  met  for  the  first  time  on  August  9,  1924,  at  the 
Mississippi  Capitol  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state.  Gov- 
ernor Whitfield  called  the  meeting  to  order.  At  this  meeting 
E.  L.  Bailey  was  elected  vice-chairman  and  L.  M.  Dampeer, 
secretary-treasurer.  A  committee  from  Cleveland  was  granted 
permission  to  come  before  the  board.  Charles  Clark,  as  spokes- 
man, stated  that  the  "agreement  made  to  the  Legislative 
Committee  in  as  far  as  site  for  the  college  and  amount  of  cash 
promised  would  be  carried  out  in  full." 

After  making  arrangements  to  receive  the  grants  of  land  and 
money,  the  board  appointed  a  committee  of  three,  composed  of 
D.  T.  Ruff,  H.  B.  Heidelberg,  and  Mrs.  Percy  Bell,  to  provide 
standards  and  organizational  plans  for  the  operation  of  the 
college. 

In  November,  1924,  the  Board  of  Trustees  met  in  Cleveland  to 
inspect  the  buildings  and  grounds.  The  board  made  provisions 
for  the  employment  of  a  superintendent  of  buildings  and 
grounds  at  a  salary  not  to  exceed  $250  a  month  and  authorized 
the  necessary  repairs  to  the  buildings. 

At  the  next  meeting,  February  14,  1925,  H.  B.  Heidelberg, 
chairman  of  the  committee  to  select  a  president  for  the  college, 
reported  that  the  committee  was  unanimous  in  favor  of  James 
Wesley  Broom,  a  nomination  which  was  accepted  by  the  board. 
They  set  his  salary  at  $4,800  and  provided  the  use  of  a  cottage. 
Following  this  action,  the  board  set  the  salary  of  the  heads  of 
departments  at  $4,000  and  assistants  to  the  department  heads  at 


James  Wesley  Broom — On 
February  14,  1925,  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  in  session  at 
Greenwood,  elected  Broom  the 
first  president  of  Delta  State. 
Broom  felt  that  "the  first 
purpose  of  the  college  is  to 
serve,  its  second  is  to  serve,  and 
its  third  purpose  is  to  serve"; 
this  philosophy  became  a 
cornerstone  of  the  new 
institution  taking  shape  under 
his  administration.  This  picture 
is  from  a  portrait  donated  in 
1965  by  Harmon  Broom,  a 
nephew  of  the  president. 


The  Begi7J7n7igsll3 


'^ 


William  Henrv  Zeigel,  dean  and 
head  of  the  Department  of 
Education,  1925-1947,  acting 
president  from  May  through  July, 
1926 — President  Broom  saw  in 
Dr.  Zeigel  the  leadership  and 
vision  essential  in  the  beginning 
of  a  new  college.  Dean  Zeigel, 
endowed  with  creative  genius 
and  logical  thinking,  guided  the 
choice  of  policies  and  procedures 
from  the  best  of  the  old  and, 
unhampered  by  tradition, 
strengthened  the  best  of  the  new. 


Dean  and  Mrs.  Zeigel — It  was 
traditional  for  Mrs.  Zeigel  to 
entertain  her  husband's 
"Principles  of  Teaching"  class  in 
their  campus  home  and  to  have  a 
tea  honoring  the  summer 
graduates. 
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$3,000.  The  board  authorized  the  president  to  organize  the  col- 
lege into  "such  departments  as  in  his  judgment  seemed  best  and 
to  report  to  the  Board  of  Trustees  for  its  approval." 

The  newly  appointed  president,  James  Wesley  Broom,  had 
been  born  June  19, 1884,  in  Jackson  County  in  a  rural  setting  later 
incorporated  into  George  County.  He  graduated  with  honors 
from  Wiggins  High  School  in  1905.  Two  years  later  he  entered 
Millsaps  College  in  Jackson  where  he  earned  the  Bachelor  of 
Arts  degree  in  1912.  (A  member  of  that  same  class  was  Edward 
H.  Green  who  practiced  law  in  Cleveland,  Mississippi,  and  who 
was  serving  as  a  judge  when  Broom  was  named  head  of  the 
newly  established  college  at  Cleveland.)  Broom  married  Patti 
Maud  Batson  of  Wiggins  on  July  1,  1922.  They  had  no  children. 

Broom  served  as  superintendent  of  the  Lucedale  and  Ellisville 
schools  before  W  F.  Bond  named  him  assistant  state  superin- 
tendent of  education.  Bond  had  known  Jim  Broom  as  a  student 
at  Wiggins.  Broom  served  in  this  position  from  1917  to  1925, 
when  he  became  president  of  Delta  State  Teachers  College. 

After  his  appointment  as  president  of  the  new  school  in  the 
Delta,  Jim  Broom  began  to  select  a  faculty  which  was  to  be 
exceptional.  His  choice  as  dean  was  Dr.  William  Henry  Zeigel, 
then  dean  at  the  State  Teachers  College,  Kirksville,  Missouri. 
When  contacted  about  the  position  at  Delta  State,  Dr.  Zeigel  (in 
a  letter  dated  March  25,  1925)  expressed  an  interest  but  asked 
about  the  climate  and  particularly  about  the  community.  Presi- 
dent Broom  urged  Dr.  Zeigel  to  come  to  Cleveland  for  a  first- 
hand view  of  the  community.  Broom  thought  the  first  year  a 
sacrifice,  but  assured  Zeigel  he  would  request  a  home  on  the 
campus  and  issued  a  challenge  to  aid  in  starting  a  new  institu- 
tion. Dr.  Zeigel  accepted  the  offer  and  the  challenge.  He  was  in 
Cleveland  for  the  opening  of  the  new  college  in  September. 

Before  the  regular  school  year.  President  Broom  held  a  sum- 
mer institute  running  from  June  8  to  July  11,  1925.  The  students 
at  the  institute  were  teachers  taking  review  work  for  certification 
purposes.  Although  Delta  State  Teachers  College  was  not  in 
operation  officially,  members  of  the  institute  faculty  included 
some  who  would  be  on  the  regular  college  staff  in  September 
with  President  Broom  as  director.  The  faculty  for  the  institute 
included  J.  W.  Broom,  director;  J.  C.  Windham,  local  director, 
algebra;  W.  M.  Kethley,  education  and  history;  Callie  Maffett, 
primary  methods  and  supervisor  of  play;  Annie  Caulfeild,  Eng- 


lish;  A.  L.  Young,  social  sciences  and  general  sciences;  B.  P. 
Brooks,  plane  and  solid  geometry  and  hygiene;  G.  B.  Sanders, 
review  work;  and  Jane  Figg,  history  and  physical  education. 
This  summer  normal  was  not  a  part  of  the  regular  school  and 
provided  no  credit  toward  a  degree  at  Delta  State. 

Delta  State  Teachers  College  opened  its  doors  officially  on 
Tuesday,  September  15,  1925,  when  students  were  allowed  to 
move  into  the  dormitories.  The  calendar  in  the  first  bulletin 
published  by  the  institurion.  Announcements  for  1925-26,  stated 
that  the  formal  opening  would  take  place  on  September  16, 
1925.  The  Bolivar  Commercial  of  September  18  described  that 
opening  as  the  "most  important  educational  undertaking  in 
Mississippi  for  the  past  twenty  years." 

The  faculty  and  officials  listed  in  the  first  bulletin  were  J.  W. 
Broom,  A.  B.,  Millsaps;  graduate  student,  Peabody  College — 


Where  Delta  State  U.mversity 
Began' 

Hardee  Hall  (left)  named  in 
memory  of  William  Guy  Hardee, 
served  as  a  residence  for  men. 
(Overflow  male  students  were 
housed  in  the  two-story  white 
frame  residence  of  Hattie  Graham 
just  off  the  campus,  now  the  site 
of  the  Baptist  Student  Union.; 

(No  picture  available  of 
William  Guy  Hardee) 

The  Hill  Administration 
Building  (bottom)  honored 
Edward  Bibb  Hill.  President 
Broom's  office  was  in  the  suite 
behind  the  first-floor  bank  of 
windows  on  the  left.  The  libran,', 
containing  "1,008  volumes  and 
files  of  22  .  .  .  magazines,"  was 
behind  the  middle  windows  on 
the  first  floor.  The  "College 
Auditorium"  extended  to  the 
rear.  Classrooms  in  the  building 
furnished  the  setting  for  the  first 
college  work. 


Edward  Bibb  Hill. 
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Taylor  Hall  (right)  memorialized 
the  name  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Starkey 
C.  Tavlor  (above).  The  two  top 
floors  served  as  dormitory  space 
for  women  students;  the 
basement  contained  a 
famih-stvle  dining  room  to  the 
left  and  a  kitchen  to  the  right. 
Chinaberry  trees  grew  on  either 
side  of  the  front  steps. 
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Students,  faculty,  and  staff  of  the  1925  Delta  Summer  Normal  for  Teachers 
gathered  on  the  campus  in  front  of  Hardee,  Hill,  and  Taylor  halls. 
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president;  W.  H.  Zeigel,  A.  B.,  M.  A.,  Ph.D. — dean;  Julia  Dale, 
B.S.,  M.A.,  Ph.D. — mathematics;  Annie  Caulfeild,  A.B., 
M.A. — English;  A.  L.  Young,  B.S.,  M.A. — education;  W.  A. 
Williams,  B.A.,  graduate  student,  Columbia  University — 
history;  Frank  Mitchell,  A.B.,  M.A.,  Rhodes  scholar — English 
and  French;  Anna  Prince  Pittman,  A.B.,  Ph.B.,  graduate  stu- 
dent, Chicago  University — foreign  languages;  W.  V.  Frierson — 
business  manager;  Ruth  McPherson — dietitian.  Gladys  Flam- 
son,  B.S.,  M.A.,  who  was  listed  as  a  member  of  the  faculty,  did 
not  arrive.  Teachers  of  music  and  commercial  subjects  were  "to 
be  supplied." 

Foremost  in  the  minds  of  the  administration  and  faculty  was 
the  education  of  teachers  for  the  state  of  Mississippi,  the  pur- 
pose for  which  the  college  was  founded.  Nevertheless,  athletics 
was  recognized  as  a  necessary  adjunct  to  a  well-rounded  stu- 
dent. The  first  bulletin  announced  that  "Football,  Volleyball, 
Cageball,  Basketball,  Baseball,  and  Tennis  will  be  offered."  The 
university's  first  football  field  was  prepared  in  the  fall  of  1926,  an 
event  called  to  mind  by  the  late  A.  L.  Young,  a  member  of  the 
original  faculty,  on  the  eve  of  "Meet  the  Statesmen  Night," 
September  17, 1970,  in  the  new  Delta  Stadium.  The  first  football 
field  occupied  the  area  where  Young-Mauldin  Cafeteria  and 
Caylor- Williams  Dormitory  now  stand.  The  site  was  located  and 
outlined  by  Dr.  Young,  an  Auburn  graduate,  whose  versatile 
skills  were  often  used  by  the  administration  in  campus  plan- 
ning. The  particular  spot  selected  for  the  playing  field  was 
"filled  up  with  hog  wallows."  A  Cleveland  citizen,  Milton 
Smith,  Sr.,  who  owned  a  tractor  volunteered  his  services  in  an 
effort  to  ready  the  place  for  a  team  to  play.  Smith's  tractor  was 
used  to  disc  the  hog  wallows.  An  old  train  rail  found  on  the 
campus  premises  was  then  attached  as  a  weight  to  the  tractor 

(Right)  Available  pictures  of  members  of  the  first  (1925-1926)  faculty  are 
shown  .  In  addition  to  the  persons  listed  in  Amwuncements  for  1925-26, 
published  prior  to  the  opening  session,  two  other  persons  joined  the 
teaching  faculty  during  the  first  year — Lilla  Thayer  Wesson,  piano,  and 
Carrie  B.  Frierson,  public  school  music.  Laura  Imogene  Mogan  served  as 
secretary. 

Julia  Dale,  head  of  Department  of  Mathematics.  Wirt  Alfred  Williams, 
head  of  Department  of  History.  Annie  A.  Caulfield,  head  of  Department  of 
English.  Albert  Leon  Young,  Department  of  Education.  Elizabeth  Coburn 
Stamps,  Department  of  Home  Economics.  Anna  Prince  Pittman, 
Department  of  Foreign  Languages.  Carrie  Baltzell  Frierson,  Department  of 
Music.  William  Vincent  Frierson,  business  manager. 
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and  "pulled  around  and  around  until  the  field  was  fairly 
smooth." 

In  the  tradition  of  the  time,  daily  chapel  attendance  was  com- 
pulsory in  "developing  college  spirit  and  morale."  In  addition, 
the  bulletin  noted  that  "Church  and  Sunday  School  attendance 
will  be  compulsory.  Cleveland  offers  excellent  advantages  in  a 
religious  way;  and  college  students  will  be  welcomed  into  the 
churches  and  Sunday  Schools.  On  entering  college,  a  student 
should  enroll  for  the  church  of  his  choice  and  be  consistent  in 
attendance." 

Students  living  in  the  dormitory  were  not  charged  for  their 
room,  but  each  student  was  expected  to  pay  his  share  of  the 
expenses  of  dormitory  services,  which  included  heat,  water, 
light,  groceries,  servants,  and  other  incidentals.  This  expense 
was  estimated  at  about  twenty  dollars  a  month.  No  tuition  was 
charged,  but  fees  were  set  for  those  enrolling  in  music  and 
commerce. 

The  curricula  as  established  for  the  opening  year  provided  for 
the  issuing  of  two  t^'pes  of  certificates  to  teachers:  1.  A  five-year 
certificate,  based  on  an  approved  four-year  high  school  course, 
and  the  completion  of  one  year  of  college  credit  as  outlined  for 
the  freshman  year;  2.  A  diploma  (also  called  a  life  state  certifi- 
cate), based  on  an  approved  four-year  high  school  course  and 
the  completion  of  two  years  of  college  credit,  as  outlined  for  the 
freshman  and  sophomore  years. 

The  next  year  the  requirements  for  the  five-year  certificate 
were  increased  to  require  the  completion  of  two  years  of  college 
training.  The  life  state  certificate  required  the  completion  of 
three  years  of  college  work.  As  Delta  State  moved  into  its  third 
year  of  operation,  the  life  state  certificate  became  associated  with 
the  four-year  Bachelor  of  Science  degree  in  education  providing 
a  diploma  with  bachelor's  degree. 

During  the  first  year,  1925-1926,  Delta  State  enrolled  97  stu- 
dents for  the  fall  quarter,  91  for  the  winter  quarter,  and  98  for  the 
spring  quarter.  During  the  1926  summer  session,  151  students 
registered.  For  the  entire  first  year,  a  total  of  228  different  indi- 
viduals attended  Delta  State  Teachers  College.  The  1926-1927 
school  year  enrollment  was  124  for  the  fall  quarter,  122  for  the 
winter  quarter,  and  124  for  the  spring  quarter;  this  included  143 
different  individuals  for  the  nine-month  session.  The  1927 
summer  session  had  180  students. 


President  Jim  Broom  had  started  the  new  Delta  college  on  a 
successful  path,  but  he  was  not  to  view  the  end  of  the  first  year. 
He  became  ill  while  on  a  speaking  trip  to  Quitman  County.  He 
was  rushed  to  the  Baptist  Hospital  in  Memphis  where  he  died 
May  17,  1926,  following  an  ear  infection  and  subsequent  mas- 
toid surgery. 

In  a  letter  dated  May  20,  1926,  to  William  H.  Zeigel,  Governor 
Henry  L.  Whitfield  named  Dean  Zeigel  as  acting  president  of 
Delta  State  Teachers  College  pending  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees.  At  a  meeting  on  June  26, 1926,  in  the  governor's  office, 
the  Board  of  Trustees  ratified  the  appointment  by  Governor 
Whitfield.  At  the  same  meeting,  William  Marion  Kethley  was 
elected  the  new  president,  effective  July  15, 1926,  and  the  follow- 
ing faculty  appointments  for  the  new  year  were  approved — 
Laurie  Doolittle  as  director  of  the  elementary  demonstration 
schools,  Georgia  Lee  Tatum  to  the  departments  of  education  and 
history,  and  Etta  Frances  Eckles  to  the  department  of  commerce 
and  as  registrar. 


The  first  registrar  was  Etta  Frances 
Eckles,  appointed  at  the  beginning 
of  the  second  year  of  the  operation 
of  the  institution.  Academic 
records  for  the  first  year  are  in  the 
handwriting  of  the  business 
manager,  W.  V.  Frierson. 
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II  The 

Kethley  Years 

The 

First  Decade, 

1926-1936 


William  Marion  Kethley, 
named  president  effective  July 
15,  1926.  Kethley  is  the 
youngest  man  to  hold  a  college 
presidency  in  Mississippi. 
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illiam  Marion  Kethley,  the  new  president  of  Delta  State 
Teachers  College,  came  to  his  task  from  Jackson,  Mississippi, 
where  he  had  served  as  assistant  superintendent  of  the  Jackson 
public  schools.  Previously  Kethley  had  served  in  teaching  and 
administrative  positions  in  Charleston,  Greenwood,  and  Enoch 
Junior  High  School,  Jackson.  He  received  the  Master  of  Arts 
degree  from  Columbia  University  the  year  before  his  appoint- 
ment as  president  of  the  year-old  Delta  school.  Accompanying 
Kethley  to  Cleveland  was  his  wife,  the  former  Elizabeth  Brooke 
Hunter  of  Greenwood. 

An  integral  part  of  the  teacher  education  program  at  Delta 
State  from  the  second  year,  1926,  until  1956  was  the  elementary 
and  secondary  demonstration  schools.  Laurie  Doolittle  came  to 
Cleveland  from  Kirksville,  Missouri,  to  establish  the  elementary 
demonstration  school.  She  was  already  an  experienced  teacher 
of  many  years,  and  her  services  at  Delta  State  made  a  lasting 
contribution  to  the  teacher  education  program,  which  gained  a 
respected  reputation  over  the  state.  Many  prominent  citizens  of 
Cleveland  today  were  members  of  the  demonstration  school 
classes  and  point  with  pride  to  the  fact  that  they  completed  their 
primary  training  at  the  Hill  Demonstration  School  started  by 
Laurie  Doolittle. 

The  idea  for  the  demonstration  school  was  probablv  con- 
ceived by  Dr.  Zeigel,  since  the  choice  for  the  director  was  a 
person  he  had  known  at  his  old  college  and  community'  in 
Kirksville.  Doolittle  soon  developed  a  demonstration  school  that 
expanded  through  the  first  six  grades  and  became  a  laboratorv 
for  those  teachers  in  the  elementary  education  program. 

In  the  first  year  of  the  demonstration  school's  operation, 
1926-1927,  twenty-five  children  were  taught  in  one  room  lo- 
cated in  the  basement  of  Hardee  Hall,  the  dormitory-  for  men.  In 
1927-1928,  fifty  children  attended  the  school.  In  1930  a  new 
building  was  planned  which  would  house  administrative 
offices,  library,  auditorium,  and  classrooms;  Hill  Hall  would  be 
turned  over  to  the  elementary  demonstration  school. 

While  the  Hill  Demonstration  School  \vas  limited  to  the 
elementary  grades,  the  secondary  level  teacher  trainees  received 
their  laboratory  experiences  first  at  nearby  Boyle  and  later  at  the 
Cleveland  high  school.  Gertrude  Estill  Eckford  came  in  1929  to 
serve  as  the  first  supervisor  of  high  school  demonstration  teach- 
ing. 


Laurie  Doolittle  (December  10, 
1866-March  2, 1938),  who  was  not 
"too  old  at  forty,"  founded  the 
Hill  Demonstration  School  when 
she  was  fifty-nine  years  old  and 
was  its  guiding  genius  until  she 
died  at  seventy-one.  The  1937 
Broom  was  dedicated  to  Laurie 
Doolittle,  "who,  because  of  her 
faithful  work  in  the 
Demonstration  School  of  Delta 
State  Teachers  College,  has 
gained  the  admiration,  trust,  and 
goodwill,  not  only  of  the  students 
and  faculty,  but  of  the  State  and 
South."  This  picture  is  from  a 
portrait  by  Nathan  House,  an 
alumnus. 


Mrs.  Kethley,  front,  joins  her  husband  and  students  for  a  picnic  supper  and 
watermelon  on  the  campus .  Watermelon  cuttings  became  a  college  tradition. 
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Third  grade  elementary  demonstration  school  students  in 
1927-1928 — Beginning  with  a  second  grade  class,  the  elementary 
demonstration  school  opened  in  1926-1927  using  the  basement  of  Hardee 
Hall  as  a  classroom.  With  possibly  a  few  exceptions,  the  1927-1928 
third-graders  pictured  here  were  the  same  as  the  1926-1927  second-graders 
and  were  the  first  children  to  be  enrolled  in  the  elementary  demonstration 
school. 

Front  row:  Betty  Williams,  Mary  Stuart  Best,  LaValle  House,  Ira  Eavenson, 
Kimball  Glassco,  Raymond  McPherson;  second  row:  Joyce  Shuler,  Martha 
Myers,  LePoint  Cassibry,  Joy  Somerville,  George  Fondron,  Walter  Lee 
Catchings,  Wirt  Alfred  Williams,  Jr.;  back  roiv:  student  teacher  Mary  Olive 
Jones,  Mary  Ellen  Chapman,  Marjorie  Young,  Lucille  Evans,  Marie  Lewis, 
Lillian  Crosby,  Herman  Zimoski,  Jr.,  Howard  Zeigel,  Clayton  West,  and 
room  teacher  Dorothy  McLean. 


Hill  Demonstration  School  class,  ca.  1933-1934 — Front  row:  Rea  Thweatt, 
Lynelle  Lyons,  Mary  Jane  Farris,  Clara  Rimmer,  Anna  Fay  McDearman, 
Louise  Woodward,  Nancy  Odom;  second  row:  Randolph  Strickland,  Arthur 
Pearman,  Jr.,  Elizabeth  Craig,  Arthur  Richter,  [?]  McPherson,  Helen  House; 
back  row.  Graham  Cassibry,  Norman  Hardee,  Charles  Wesley  "Bootsie" 
Merritt,  Albert  Leon  Young,  Jr.,  F.  W.  Bishop,  Jr.,  Bill  Rice,  Rozier 
Dedwylder,  Clyde  Middleton. 
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Hill  Demonstration  School  class,  1948 — Back  roiv:  Pat  Bartel,  Noble  Pace, 
Leigh  Sanders,  Terry  Brown,  Garland  Gibson,  Marie  Caylor,  Sara  Beth  Kellv; 
middle  row:  George  Wilson,  Corrine  Wiggins,  Hunter  Befl,  Lattra  Moore,  Rav 
Worthington;  Billy  Smith-Vaniz,  Donald  Ouzts,  Jack  Fletcher;  frcwf  row:  Bob 
Bowen,  Kathleen  Dakin,  Claudia  Baldrige,  Peggy  Ray,  Joe  Feduccia,  Roy 
Collins,  Al  Logan  Black.  Shula  Gary  is  not  pictured. 


The  Kethley  Yearsl23 


Readying  for  elementary 
demonstration  school  graduation 
in  1950  are  Cameron  Dakin,  Billie 
Louise  Brannon,  Mary  Agnes 
Lewis,  Patricia  Ann  Thrash,  and 
Billy  Thomas,  Jr.  Student 
teachers  Brannon  and  Thrash 
each  have  since  earned  doctoral 
degrees. 


Hill  Demonstration  School 
students.  Thanksgiving, 
1951— George  (Buddy) 
Smith-Vaniz  (third  grade),  Kathy 
Bosvvell  (first  grade),  Beth 
Bosvvell  (second  grade),  Gloria 
Burrage  (fourth  grade).  Sue 
Hoppe  (fifth  grade),  Leigh 
Sanders  (fifth  grade),  Betsy 
Walker  (sixth  grade),  Noel 
Funchess  (sixth  grade). 


The  elementarv  demonstration 
school  was  nearing  its  close  when 
these  fourth-graders  celebrated 
Valentine  Day  in  1957:  seated,  left 
to  right:  Diane  Brown,  Gloria 
Burrage,  student  teacher  Laverne 
Woods,  Marian  Fleming,  student 
teacher  Peggy  Allison,  Jimmy 
Ratliff;  standing,  Pamela  Smith, 
Marion  Blackwood,  Donald 
Ogden,  John  McDonald. 
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A  May  Festival  in  1927  combineid  the  talents  of  Delta  State's  music,  physical 
education,  and  home  economics  students  with  those  of  the  elementary 
demonstration  school  children.  The  May  pole  picture  is  from  the  rotogravure 
section,  once  a  part  of  the  Memphis  Commercial  Appeal. 

With  the  primary  purpose  of  Delta  State  being  the  preparation 
of  teachers,  the  administration  started  working  toward  accredi- 
tation. Eligibility  for  accreditation  required  the  graduation  of  a 
class  which  had  completed  the  four-year  curriculum.  In  the 
meantime,  Delta  State  had  received  the  news  that  George  Pea- 
body  College  for  Teachers,  Nashville,  Tennessee,  recognized  the 
work  done  by  the  students  at  Delta  State  Teachers  College  and 
would  give  credit  for  it.  The  following  quotes  from  a  letter  of  Dr. 
H.  L.  Donovan,  chairman  of  the  Entrance  and  Credits  Commit- 
tee of  Peabody  College: 

We  recognize  that  you  have  not  had  time  to  be  admitted  to  any  of 
the  crediting  agencies  of  the  country,  but  because  of  our  faith  in 
you,  we  are  going  to  accept  your  students  on  the  basis  of  the 
transcripts  they  submit  to  us. 

Peabody  College  will  give  two  years  of  college  credit  to  those 
students  who  complete  your  two-year  curriculum,  and  four 
years  of  college  credit  to  those  who  complete  the  four-year 
curriculum  and  receive  a  degree  from  your  institution. 

The  confidence  in  the  program  at  Delta  State  reflected  the 
faith  that  Peabody  College  had  in  Dr.  WUliam  H.  Zeigel,  dean  of 
the  faculty,  and  President  Kethley,  both  of  whom  had  done 
work  at  the  prestigious  teacher  education  institution.  In  1929,  at 
the  Cleveland,  Ohio,  meeting,  Delta  State  gained  full  member- 
ship in  the  American  Association  of  Teachers  Colleges,  the 


Gertrude  Estill  Eckford,  first 
full-time  supervisor  of  secondary 
student  teachers — Miss  Eckford 
directed  the  teaching  of  ten  to 
twelve  students  each  quarter  and 
was  responsible  for  the  general 
progress  of  the  work.  Four 
part-time  super\'isors  daily 
would  oversee  the  students  in 
English,  history,  French,  home 
economics,  science,  and 
mathematics.  In  addition  to 
weekly  and  daily  conferences,  a 
student  taught  ten  lessons  a 
quarter  and  was  ready  when 
called  upon  to  act  as  substitute  for 
the  classroom  teacher. 
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In  the  early  years,  debate  held  a 
prominent  place  in  extra- 
curricular activities.  Noel  McCool 
and  William  D.  McCain  were 
affirmative  members  in  1928. 


forerunner  of  the  American  Association  of  Colleges  for  Teacher 
Education  and  the  National  Council  for  the  Accreditation  of 
Teacher  Education.  The  only  other  accrediting  agency,  the 
Southern  Association  of  Colleges  and  Secondary  Schools,  re- 
quired an  applying  college  to  graduate  at  least  one  class  before 
being  considered  for  accreditation. 

The  "win  or  die"  spirit  was  exhibited  early  in  academic  areas. 
A  debating  club  was  organized  in  1926-1927  with  Annie  Caul- 
feild  and  Wirt  A.  Williams  as  sponsors.  The  first  forensic  activity 
was  a  dual  debate  in  the  spring  of  1927  with  West  Tennessee 
State  Normal  School  on  "Resolved  that  the  Intervention  of  the 
United  States  in  the  Affairs  of  the  Caribbean  Is  Justifiable." 


Cora  Ervin  and  Margaret  Bedwell,  the  negative  team,  accom- 
panied by  Williams  met  the  two  Memphis  debaters  on  arrival  at 
the  Cleveland  railroad  station.  The  young  girls  already  doubted 
their  abOity  to  compete  successfully  against  the  well-known 
West  Tennessee  State  Normal  School,  and  their  fears  mounted 
when  their  opponents  who  stepped  from  the  train  were  to  them 
two  GROWN  MEN!  Cora  and  Margaret  were  definitely  convinced 
that  they  could  not  win!  They  decided,  however,  they  would  be 
good  sports;  when  the  debate  was  over  they  would  shake  hands 
with  their  opponents,  rush  out  the  side  stage  door,  and  dash  for 
home.  The  debate  took  place  and  the  decision  was  rendered. 
The  girls  adhered  to  their  preconceived  plan.  They  congratu- 
lated their  opponents,  slipped  out  the  stage  door,  and  dashed 
for  home.  After  running  several  blocks,  Margaret  suddenly 
stopped  and  said  to  Cora,  "Why  are  we  running?  WE  WON!" 
They  returned  to  the  auditorium  to  receive  the  plaudits  from 
their  friends. 
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In  June,  1928,  Delta  State  Teachers  College,  although  open  for 
only  three  years,  graduated  its  first  class.  Each  graduate  re- 
ceived the  Bachelor  of  Science  degree  in  Education,  the  only 
degree  authorized  at  that  time. 


The  first  graduating  class,  1928,  of  Delta  State  Teachers  College — left  to  right, 
seated:  Roberta  Ming,  Shelby;  May  Earl  Sneed,  Pontotoc;  Frances  Shelton, 
Lambert;  Mary  Elizabeth  Bedwell,  Cleveland;  Cleone  Tranum,  French  Camp; 
Cora  Erwin,  Cleveland.  Standing:  President  W.  M.  Kethley,  Ina  M.  Webb, 
Cleveland;  Marguerite  Zeigel,  Cleveland;  Louise  Griffin,  Isola;  Mattie  L. 
Meador,  Cleveland;  Margaret  Bedwell,  Cleveland;  Avis  Adams,  Cleveland; 
and  Dean  William  H.  Zeigel.  Not  pictured:  Lottie  Mae  Nichols. 

After  the  first  commencement.  Delta  State  Teachers  College 
was  ready  to  request  a  visit  from  the  Southern  Association  to 
consider  accreditation  by  the  regional  agency.  Before  this  matter 
was  completed,  however,  a  political  problem  developed  that 
brought  a  crisis  to  public  higher  education  in  Mississippi.  The 
governor  of  Mississippi,  Theodore  G.  Bilbo,  had  during  1929- 
1930  removed  from  office  all  the  college  presidents  under  the 
control  of  the  State  Board  of  Trustees  except  the  president  of 
Delta  State  Teachers  College.  The  charter  establishing  the  Delta 
school  provided  for  a  different  board  membership  than  the  other 
institutions  of  higher  learning  in  Mississippi.  When  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  Delta  State  Teachers  College  met  at  its  annual  meet- 
ing in  1930,  the  effort  of  Governor  Bilbo  to  control  the  action  of 
the  board  failed  and  President  Kethley  and  the  faculty  were 
reelected. 

According  to  a  story  in  the  Memphis  Commercial  Appeal  dated 
July  24,  1930,  Governor  Bilbo  failed  by  a  margin  of  one  vote  to 
remove  Dr.  Kethley:  "The  vote  was  deadlocked  four  and  four, 
and  the  deciding  ballot  was  cast  by  Prof.  W.  F.  Bond,  State 
Superintendent  of  Education,  in  favor  of  Dr.  Kethley.  Governor 
Bilbo  does  not  have  a  vote  on  this  board  and  he  lacks  one 
member  controlling  it."  According  to  the  same  report,  the  votes 
cast  to  oust  Dr.  Kethley  were  state  senator  J.  L.  Day,  Tutwiler; 
State  Representative  Jesse  Coleman,  Aberdeen;  Judge  T.  O. 
Cranford,  Seminary;  and  Swep  J.  Taylor,  Jackson.  Supporting 


The  first  degree  ever  conferred  by 
the  institution  u'as  awarded  to 
Mary  (Mollie)  Elizabeth  Bedwell. 
The  conferring  of  this  degree 
began  the  tradition  of  awarding 
the  first  diploma  in  each  class  to 
the  student  with  the  highest 
academic  average. 


"Miss  Virginia'   (,\'irginia  Louise 
Thompson)  came  as  secretarv-  to 
the  president  in  1929  to  stav  one 
year  and  remained  until  illness 
and  death  claimed  her  in  1961. 
Her  love  and  dedication  to  Delta 
State  and  its  "Chill'un"  remain  a 
fond  memorv  to  the  thousands 
who  experienced  her  concern. 
The  rose  being  snipped  for 
President  Kethlev's  desk  is  from 
the  bed  unofficiallv  known  as 
"Miss  Virginias  Rose  Garden"  at 
the  north  end  of  Broom  Hall. 


The  Kethley  Yearslll 


When  Dr.  Kenneth  L. 
Daughrity  came  to  Delta  State  in 
1930  as  head  of  the  English 
Department  he  did  so  with  the 
understanding  that  he  would 
have  a  teacher  of  speech  and 
someone  to  direct  plays.  Mary 
Margaret  Fugler  (Hatter)  came  to 
fill  the  position  and  serve  as  the 
first  full-time  teacher  of  speech 
and  dramatics.  She  organized  the 
Delta  Playhouse  and  established 
one  of  the  early  national  honor 
societies,  Alpha  Psi  Omega. 

During  the  first  year  of  Delta 
State,  however,  just  as  A.  L. 
Young  and  Julia  Dale  had  the  task 
of  coaching  girls  basketball,  Ann 
Caulfeild  (Winston)  chose 
coaching  dramatic  activities.  Her 
first  production  was  Little  Lord 
Fauntlewy  with  Cora  Ervin  in  the 
role  of  the  little  English  boy.  A 
performance  was  given  in  the 
afternoon  at  the  high  school,  but 
rain  prevented  many 
townspeople  from  attending  the 
night  performance  at  the  college. 
Its  fame  spread,  however,  and  the 
cast  was  rec[uested  to  repeat  the 
play  the  following  week  and 
again  during  the  summer  session. 
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Dr.  Kethley  were  Madge  Quinn  Fugler,  McComb;  E.  L.  Bailey, 
Jackson;  Mrs.  J.  H.  Johnson,  Ackerman;  Professor  Bond;  and  D. 
T.  Ruff,  Lexington. 

This  historic  board  meeting  took  place  in  the  office  of  Gov- 
ernor BUbo,  at  which  time  he  nominated  B.  L.  Coulter  of  Colum- 
bia for  president  of  Delta  State  for  the  following  year;  E.  L.  Bailey 
renominated  W.  M.  Kethley.  As  noted,  the  vote  decided  the 
issue  for  President  Kethley.  When  the  Board  of  Trustees  met  on 
June  4,  1931,  in  Governor  Bilbo's  office,  the  minutes  recorded 
that  Swep  Taylor  moved  "that  the  President's  report  be  adopted 
in  full;  and  that  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  approve 
the  work  of  the  institution  as  set  forth  in  the  college  bulletin;  and 
that  the  Board  of  Trustees  give  the  President  a  rising  vote  of 
thanks  to  express  the  appreciation  of  the  Board  for  the  work 
done  at  Delta  State  Teachers  College."  The  minutes  add,  "This 
motion  was  unanimously  approved  by  a  rising  vote." 

The  effort  to  receive  accreditation  by  the  Southern  Association 
of  Colleges  and  Secondary  Schools  was  successful.  At  the  as- 
sociation's December,  1930,  meeting,  the  Commission  on  In- 
stitutions of  Higher  Education  gave  Delta  State  Teachers  College 
full  accreditation.  This  action  came  at  the  time  the  association 
had  withdrawn  accreditation  from  the  other  state  institutions  of 
higher  learning  in  Mississippi  in  protest  of  the  political  interfer- 
ence by  the  governor  in  the  internal  affairs  of  the  institutions. 

Delta  State  Teachers  College  was  governed  by  a  separate 
board  for  seven  years.  This  arrangement  was  changed  during 
the  regular  session  of  the  legislature  in  1932,  when  a  bill  was 
passed  providing  for  a  single  governing  board  for  all  state  in- 
stitutions of  higher  learning.  The  new  board  consisted  of  eleven 
members,  including  a  DeSoto  County  member  representing  the 
University  of  Mississippi.  The  tenure  of  the  board  was  set  at 
twelve,  eight,  and  four  years.  Martin  Sennett  Conner  served  as 
governor  of  Mississippi  when  the  newly  appointed  board  mem- 
bers took  control,  immediately  after  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

The  number  of  members  of  the  board  was  increased  from  its 
original  eleven  members  to  thirteen  in  1936  and  to  fifteen  in 
1940.  The  Board  of  Trustees  has  since  been  stabilized  at  twelve, 
each  member  being  appointed  for  a  term  of  twelve  years  with  no 
ex-officio  members.  The  latest  change  occurred  when  the  legis- 
lature of  1942  approved  a  constitutional  amendment  providing 
for  a  twelve-member  board  with  a  thirteenth,  the  LaBauve 
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trustee,  representing  the  University  of  Mississippi.  After  the 
voters  of  Mississippi  approved  the  amendment,  the  new  board 
was  organized  in  1944.  It  has  since  supervised  the  operation  of 
the  state  institutions  of  higher  learning. 

During  the  period  of  transition  from  an  independent  board  of 
trustees  for  Delta  State  Teachers  College  to  one  for  all  the  state 
institutions  of  higher  education,  Delta  State  increased  in  stu- 
dents, faculty,  and  facilities.  From  an  opening  student  enroll- 
ment in  1925  of  97,  the  students  increased  each  year  until  six 
years  later  in  the  fall  of  1931  it  had  a  student  body  of  382.  This 
growth  was  paralleled  by  an  addition  to  the  faculty  and  staff 
from  10  in  1925  to  a  total  of  30,  including  5  teachers  in  the 
demonstration  schools. 

At  the  same  time,  the  campus  plant  was  enlarged  to  accom- 
modate an  increased  student  body.  The  first  addition  to  the 
campus  buildings  included  two  residences,  one  for  the  presi- 
dent and  the  other  for  the  dean.  Both  were  completed  in  1927. 
The  legislature  provided  funds  for  the  construction  of  a  women's 
dormitory  to  be  named  Cleveland  Hall  in  honor  of  the  citizens 


Among  the  policies  formulated  bv 
President  Broom  was  the  drawing 
up  of  a  future  campus  plan. 
President  Kethlev  carried  out  this 
policy,  and  the  above  design 
appeared  as  the  frontispiece  in  a 
bulletin  issued  November,  1928. 
This  plan  was  later  altered. 
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The  original  handwritten 
manuscript  of  the  Delta  State 
University  alma  mater  written  by 
Ruth  Fischer  in  1930  was 
preserved  by  two  long-time 
faculty  members — Nell  Wvnn 
{seated),  teacher  of  piano,  and 
Katie  Durelle  Maudlin,  dean  of 
women  and  later  registrar.  The 
original  manuscript  is  in  the 
universit\'  archives. 
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Student  body  and  faculty,  January,  1929 — In  January  of  1929,  the  student 
body  and  faculty  gathered  on  the  rear  patio  and  steps  of  Cleveland  Hall  for  a 
group  picture.  Two  hundred  eighty-five  different  students  as  listed  were 
enrolled  for  the  1928-1929  nine-month  session  though  some,  of  course, 
"cut"  attendance.  Some  of  the  more  fun-loving  students  appear  in  the 
picture  twice,  however,  and  help  make  up  the  deficiency.  After  their  picture 
had  been  made  at  the  left  end  they  ducked  behind  the  crowd  and  managed  to 
beat  the  speed  of  the  pan  camera  and  appear  on  the  right  side  as  well.  At  both 
ends  of  the  picture  are  Walter  Lewis,  Jr.,  Paul  Holland,  Walter  Reily,  and 
William  D.  McCain.  Among  these  students  are  a  future  college  president  and 
a  governor  of  Tennessee,  W.  D.  McCain  and  Buford  Ellington.  Not  pictured  is 
future  college  president  Paul  West,  the  first  man  to  receive  a  degree  from 
Delta  State  Teachers  College. 

Recognizable  faculty  and  staff  mclude  Virginia  Thompson  (secretary  to 
president),  William  Vincent  Frierson  (business  manager),  Mrs.  Frierson 
(music),  Mary  Catherine  Craig  (music),  Etta  Eckles  (registrar  and  commerce), 
Laurie  Doolittle  (director,  elementary  demonstration  school),  Georgia  Lee 
Tatum  (social  science),  Anne  Caulfeild  (English),  Dean  Zeigel,  President 
Kethley,  Evelyn  Hammett  (English),  Mrs.  R.  B.  Johnson  (librarian),  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Exum  (hostess,  boys'  dormitory),  Mary  Gresham  (home 
economics),  Grace  Gaw  (art),  Carey  C.  I^obbs  (chemistry),  A.  L.  Young 
(education),  Herman  F.  Zimoski  (coach),  and  Julia  Dale  (mathematics). 


of  Cleveland  who  worked  so  diligently  to  have  the  college  lo- 
cated in  their  city.  Funds  appropriated  by  the  1928  legislature 
constructed  three  additional  buildings  which  were  dedicated 
December  13,  1929.  These  buildings  were  Broom  Memorial  Ad- 
ministration Building  (Broom  Hall),  Scott  Hall,  and  Ward  Hall. 
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The  first  additions  to  the  campus,  completed  in  1927,  were  a  president's  home  and  a  dean  s  home,  both  of  Spanish 
architecture  with  red  tile  roofs. 


Broom  Hall  was  named  in  honor  of  James  Wesley  Broom,  the 
first  president  of  the  institution.  At  the  dedication  ceremonies 
State  Superintendent  of  Education  W.  F.  Bond  spoke  on  "Jim 
Broom,  the  College  President,"  and  Governor  Theodore  G. 
Bilbo  delivered  the  dedication  address  with  President  Kethley 
accepting. 
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Panoramic  view  of  buildings 
constructed  by  1930 — The  arch  in 
a  variety  of  ways  is  used  to  unify 
their  design. 

Rear  (used  as  front)  of  Cleveland 
Hall — Cleveland  Hall  was  under 
construction  when  the  levee 
broke  in  1927;  the  waters  of  the 
swollen  Mississippi  River  could 
be  viewed  from  the  top  of  the 
dormitory.  Male  students  left 
their  studies  to  aid  in  rescue  work 
until  conditions  were  under 
control.  Completed  in  1928,  the 
dormitory  contained  fifty-two 
rooms  with  connecting  baths. 


Interior  view  of  Cleveland 
Hall — Though  the  building  had 
central  heat,  the  living  room 
featured  a  large  open  fireplace 
shown  at  the  far  end  of  the 
picture. 
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Broom  Memorial  Administration 
Building. 


Front  entrance.  Broom  Memorial 
Administration  Building.  In  the 
stone  over  Broom's  south-door 
entrance  is  cut,  "The  state  has 
said  that  only  free  men  shall  be 
educated  but  God  has  decreed 
that  only  educated  men  shall  be 
free." 

Above  the  north  door  appears  the 
directive  "Enter  bv  this  gateway 
and  seek  the  v^'ay  of  honor,  the 
light  of  truth,  the  will  to  work  for 
man." 
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Charles  Scott. 


Dr.  Benjamin  F.  Ward. 


The  general  architectural  style  of  Broom  Hall  reflects  a  Span- 
ish influence.  The  roof,  originally  red  tile,  is  underset  by  colored 
borders  of  Spanish  vintage.  The  building  once  housed  the  ad- 
ministrative and  faculty  offices,  the  library,  classrooms,  and 
science  laboratories.  A  useful  feature  of  the  Broom  Memorial 
Administration  Building  was  the  auditorium  with  the  capacity 
to  seat  785. 

Scott  Hall  was  named  for  the  late  Charles  Scott  of  Rosedale.  In 
the  dedication  address,  A.  D.  Somerville  of  Cleveland  stated,  "If 
Bolivar  County  is  Imperial  Bolivar,  Charles  Scott  was  the  Empire 
Builder."  Charles  Scott  was  at  one  time  the  largest  individual 
cotton  planter  in  the  world.  A  lawyer  as  well  as  a  planter,  Scott 
was  president  of  the  Bank  of  Rosedale,  candidate  for  governor  in 
1917,  a  big-game  hunter,  and  instrumental  in  the  building  and 
maintenance  of  the  levee  system  that  now  protects  the  Missis- 
sippi Delta. 

Scott  Hall  was  originally  constructed  as  the  college  dining  hall 
where  meals  were  served  family  style.  Scott  Hall  featured  three 
Romanesque  arches  on  the  fac§de.  The  general  architectural 
style  showed  a  Spanish  influence.  Scott  Hall  was  later  converted 
to  a  cafeteria  for  all  campus  students  and  was  used  for  that 
purpose  until  1966  when  it  was  renovated  as  a  student  center 
housing  a  bookstore,  grill,  post  office,  faculty  lounge,  and  stor- 
age and  office  work  space  for  the  campus  newspaper  and  college 
yearbook  publications. 

Ward  Hall  was  the  third  building  constructed  with  funds 
appropriated  by  the  1928  legislature.  The  dormitory  for  women 
honors  with  its  name  the  late  Dr.  Benjamin  F.  Ward  of  Winona. 
Dr.  Ward  received  his  medical  degree  from  Atlanta  Medical 
College  in  1859.  After  a  brief  practice  in  his  hometown.  Dr.  Ward 
joined  the  Confederate  army,  becoming  brigade  surgeon.  Fol- 
lowing Appomattox,  Dr.  Ward  returned  to  Winona  to  continue 
his  private  medical  practice,  also  gaining  a  reputation  for  his 
writings  and  orations.  E.  H.  Green  of  Cleveland  delivered  the 
dedication  address.  Ward  Hall  is  a  three-story  structure  origi- 
nally designed  to  house  eighty  freshmen  women.  The  architec- 
tural style  is  similar  to  Broom  and  Scott  halls,  showing  a  Spanish 
influence  with  a  red  tile  roof  and  a  border  of  colored  decorative 
stone. 
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l/^/wt')  Scott  Hall.  (Above,  left)  Scott  Hall  ten  years  later— The  triangular  bed 
in  the  foreground  is  centered  with  a  mimosa  tree  in  a  bed  of  petunias. 
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V\ard  Hall   architectural  detail  of 
a  doorwav  and  balconied 
window. 


Ward  Hall  to  the  right,  flanked  by  the  facade  of  Scott  Hall  to  the  left  as  the 
buildings  appeared  in  the  early  fifties. 
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In  addition,  a  central  heating  plant  was  constructed  in  1930 
which  provided  heat  and  hot  water  for  Scott,  Ward,  Cleveland, 
Broom,  Hardee,  and  Taylor  halls  and  the  Hill  Demonstration 
building.  Later,  as  new  buildings  were  added  they  were  con- 
nected to  the  heating  plant. 

The  depression  years  were  difficult  for  Delta  State,  but  the 
school  continued  to  increase  in  students,  which  brought  an 
increase  in  faculty.  During  the  first  few  years  of  operation.  Delta 
State  showed  an  enrollment  increase  from  a  total  of  117  different 
students  in  1925-1926  to  a  total  of  432  different  students  in 
1931-1932.  As  the  full  impact  of  the  depression  became  evident, 
the  enrollment  dropped  off  slightly  and  did  not  begin  an  in- 
crease again  for  several  years. 

When  Delta  State  opened  as  a  teachers  college,  it  provided 
training  for  students  seeking  a  five-year  certificate  for  teachers 
after  only  one  year  of  course  work.  The  first  graduating  class  in 
1928  was  granted  a  Bachelor  of  Science  degree  which  certified 
the  recipients  with  a  life  diploma  for  teaching.  From  this  point 
on  the  students  elected  the  degree  program  in  increasing  num- 
bers, while  the  number  of  those  electing  less  than  four  years  of 
study  declined.  By  1934  only  one  student  received  a  five-year 
certificate.  This  fact  alone  gave  strong  justificahon  for  the  exist- 
ence of  Delta  State  as  a  teacher  education  institution  which 
provided  better  trained  teachers  for  the  state. 

As  the  first  bulletin  announced,  the  new  school  would  offer  an 
athletic  program.  Although  sports  would  develop  slowly  at 
Delta  State  Teachers  College,  the  first  year  found  a  few  en- 
thusiastic girls  who  insisted  on  a  girls'  basketball  team.  Dr.  Julia 
Dale,  a  teacher  of  mathematics,  and  A.  L.  Young,  teacher  of 
psychology  and  education,  became  the  first  coaches  of  the  girls. 
The  first  practice  court  was  on  the  ground,  but  later  a  barn  on  the 
campus  was  repaired  for  use  as  a  practice  court.  The  girls  con- 
tinued to  play  and  improve  over  the  next  few  years,  becoming 
state  champions  in  1929,  1930,  and  1931,  and  champions  of  the 
Mississippi  Valley  Conference  in  1930  and  1931.  The  girls  were 
coached  at  different  times  by  Julia  Dale,  Bonnie  Jo  McGrath, 
Katie  Mauldin,  Margaret  Bourgeois,  a  Miss  Stephens,  and  Ethel 
Cain,  with  A.  L.  Young  prominently  aiding  during  the  early 
years.  The  team  soon  became  known  as  the  Rabbit  Foot  Squad 
after  an  enthusiastic  fan  commented,  "The  Delta  State  girls  must 
have  their  rabbit  foot  tonight."  The  Rabbit  Foot  team  continued 


until  girls'  basketball  was  abolished  after  the  1931-1932  school 
year.  Included  on  the  roster  of  the  team  was  Margaret  Wade, 
later  to  become  coach  of  the  three- time  national  AlAW  Cham- 
pion Delta  State  Lady  Statesmen  basketball  team. 

The  boys  were  playing  basketball  during  this  period  under  the 
direction  of  Paul  West,  Herman  Zimoski,  and  Henry  Allen,  who 
were  also  football  and  baseball  coaches.  However,  during  the 
first  year  W  J.  Parks  volunteered  to  coach  the  boys  who  were 
willing  to  play  serious  basketball.  The  new  school,  during  the 
first  years,  was  making  its  presence  known  in  athletics  as  well  as 
in  academics. 


(Above)  View  of  early  gymnasium — Here  championship  basketball  for  both 
men  and  women  began  in  the  formative  years  of  the  institution.  (Beloui)  Just 
before  a  traditional  game  with  Ole  Miss. 
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Margaret  Wade,  a  nuniber  of  the 
Rabbit  Foot  Squad,  was  to 
become  the  coach  of  the 
three-time  national  AIAVV 
Champion  Delta  State  Lady 
Statesmen  basketball  team  (1975, 
1976,  1977). 


The  rabbit  foot  squad,  1930-1931 — Front  row,  from  left:  Evelyn  Ezell 
(All-Conference  forward),  Elizabeth  Caldwell,  Lorene  Jumper 
(All-Conference  captain  and  center),  Ann  "Cotton"  Gorton,  Quinn  "Red" 
Gorton;  h7cA'  roiu:  Katie  Mauldin,  Lucille  Ball,  Dimple  Bryan,  Ava  Lea  Abdo, 
Margaret  Wade,  Mary  Ellis  Chapman,  Ethel  Bailey,  Sara  Evans 
(All-Conference  guard),  A.  L.  Young.  The  Delta  State  team  were  State 
Champions  in  1928-1929,  State  and  Mississippi  Valley  Champions  in 
1929-1930  and  in  1930-1931. 
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Boys'  basketball,  1928 — Lettermen:  Holland,  Gardner,  Daughdrill,  Brown, 
forwards;  Captain  Burnett,  Combs,  guards;  Riley,  McKeithen,  centers. 
Coach:  Paul  West. 
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BabeDaii  team,  lyzy— J-ro/(f  row:  L.ardner,  Bill  Litton,  Louie  McGraw,  Cullen 
Bedwell,  B.  A.  Sharp,  Herbert  Daughdrill;  back  roio:  Robert  Cogdell  Bullock, 
Hyde,  Walter  Riley,  Willie  B.  Hall,  Paul  Holland,  Jr.,  E.  Buford  Ellington,  Hal 
Carnes,  Harvey  Burnett. 
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Football  team,  1928 — Carnes,  student  manager:  Powell,  Brown,  Rose, 
tackles;  McKeithen,  McCain,  Hall,  Bagwell  guards;  McGraw,  Daughdrill, 
Gainey,  ends;  Wilkinson,  Combs,  Ballard,  Burnett,  Shannon,  backs; 
Beavers,  center. 


Herman  Zimoski — Coach 
Zimoski,  who  came  to  Delta  State 
from  Millsaps  in  1928,  is-as  a  Yale 
graduate  with  advanced  ivork  at 
Bro\vn  and  the  Universitv  of 
Wisconsin.  In  addition  to 
coaching,  he  taught  German. 
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According  to  art  major  William 
Hanks,  class  of  1931,  the 
Mississippi  Delta  State  Teachers 
College  seal  was  a  project  of  one 
of  Grace  Gavv's  art  classes.  The 
seal  first  appears  on  a  college 
bulletin  published  in  November, 
1928. 
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Volume  One  of  the  yearbook.  The  Broom,  was  published  by  the  class  of  1928. 
Editor  and  assistant  editor-in-chief  were  Cora  Ervin  and  William  D.  McCain, 
with  Dr.  Julia  Dale  serving  as  sponsor.  A  flyleaf  carries  a  picture  bordered  in 
black  below  which  is  inscribed: 

IN  MEMORY  OF 

JAMES  W.  BROOM 

The  first  president  of  the  Delta  State  Teachers  College,  whose  splendid 

leadership,  upright  character,  pleasing  personality,  and  quick 

sense  of  humor  endeared  him  to  us. 

The  Forword  by  MoUie  Bedwell  reads,  'Tf  the  Broom  helps  to  sweep  away 
the  cobwebs  with  which  the  coming  years  may  clutter  our  memories,  and 
also  to  keep  our  hearts  like  his  for  whom  this  volume  is  named,  it  will  have 
served  its  purpose  well."  A  copy  of  this  first  yearbook  was  presented  to 
President  Broom's  widow  at  the  first  commencement  in  1928. 


Today's  student  handbook  began 
publication  in  the  1929-1930 
session  as  "The  Green  Book," 
Vol.  1,  No.  1  contained 
instructions  for  registration, 
scholarship  requirements,  and 
other  items  of  information. 
Perhaps  the  most  interesting 
changes  appear  in  sections 
having  to  do  with  the  social  life  of 
young  men  and  women.  The 
manual  notes  that  "young  ladies 
may  have  callers  on  Friday 
evenings  only,"  but  may  "go  to 
church  with  young  men  on 
Sunday  evenings,"  being  asked 
"to  dismiss  escorts  at  the 
dormitory  doors  immediately 
upon  arriving  from  church."  On 
Saturday  evenings  "the  living 
rooms  of  girls  are  open  to  college 
boys  from  supper  until  10 
o'clock.  .  .  .  Young  men  callers 
must  be  entertained  in  the  living 
rooms  of  the  girls'  dormitories. 
Side  porches,  cars,  classrooms, 
library,  and  walks  are  forbidden 
for  such  purposes." 


COR/]    EKVIN 

The  Student  Council,  1927-1928. 


DOKOTfiY    Rice 
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The  cover  of  the  December,  1927, 
issue  of  the  Miss  Delta  with  staff 
pictures  superimposed — Miss 
Delta  began  as  a  combination 
newspaper-vearbook  on  October 
27,  1926,  with  the  ninth  issue 
published  May  24,  1927.  William 
D.  McCain  was  editor-in-chief. 
The  first  issues  were  designed  to 
fit  in  a  binder.  Mollie  Bedwell  was 
the  winner  of  a  contest  to  select  a 
name  for  the  new  publication. 
Miss  Delta  departed  from  the 
conventional  type  of  student 
publication  in  that  it  was  a  literary 
magazine  with  the  dual  purpose 
of  bringing  college  news  and 
humor  and  promoting  interest  in 
journalism.  Aftera  fewyearsMfss 
Delta  became  a  newspaper  and 
carried  the  banner  "Recording 
the  Life  of  Delta  State  Teachers 
College."  Still  later  the  banner 
was  changed  to  "The  Friendliest 
School  in  Di.xie." 
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Thejust-opened  swimming  pool,  May  27, 1936 — The  occasion  was  the  senior 
class  party.  The  background  (left  to  right)  shows  Taylor  Hall,  the  heating  plant 
with  tall  smokestack.  Hill  Demonstration  School,  and  Hardee  Hall. 
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Ill  The 


The  Second 

Decade, 

1936-1946 


s  Delta  State  Teachers  College  entered  its  second  decade,  a 
crisis  arose  that  threatened  the  life  of  the  young  institution. 
President  Kethley  had  survived  the  Bilbo  effort  to  oust  him  as 
president,  but  he  now  faced  another  battle — against  those  who 
wished  to  see  the  school  at  Cleveland  closed.  These  were  hard 
years  financially,  and  some  within  the  state  felt  that  Mississippi 
could  ill  afford  to  support  higher  education  on  the  same  level  as 
j^     ,1    1  -w  in  the  past.  The  effort  during  the  1936  legislative  session  to 

JxGtlLlGy  1  G3.rS  discontinue  Delta  State  Teachers  College  was  to  die  in  the  com- 
mittee rooms,  a  credit  to  the  friends  of  the  institution  ser\'ing  in 
the  legislature,  as  acknowledged  by  Dean  Zeigel  in  a  letter  to 
Walter  Sillers  dated  March  13,  1936. 

The  student  enrollment  had  reached  a  high  point  in  1930  and 
1931  and  remained  relatively  stable  during  the  remainder  of  the 
1930s.  During  this  period,  however,  the  institijtion  did  add  to  its 
physical  plant  with  the  completion  in  1936  of  an  outdoor  swim- 
ming pool  with  $20,000  from  the  Works  Progress  Administi-a- 
tion.  In  1938  two  other  facilities  were  added,  a  home  manage- 
ment house  and  an  annex  to  the  Hill  Demonstiation  School. 
Both  buildings  were  constructed  with  the  aid  of  Works  Progress 
Administiation  funds.  The  annex  was  dedicated  in  1939  as  the 
Doolittie  Building  honoring  Laurie  Doolittle,  director  of  the 
elementary  demonstration  school  from  1926  until  her  death 
March  2,  1938.  Another  greatly  needed  building,  Whitfield 
Gymnasium,  was  provided  by  state  money  through  the  State 
Building  Commission  with  supplementary  funds  from  the 
Works  Progress  Administiation.  The  building  was  named  in 
honor  of  Governor  Henry  L.  Whitfield,  who  had  signed  the  bill 
creating  Delta  State  Teachers  College. 

Another  building  was  consfructed  in  1939  to  house  the  librar\^ 
collection.  At  that  time  it  was  named  the  Roberts  Memorial 
Library  in  honor  of  W.  B.  Roberts  of  Bolivar  Count}-  who  had 
introduced  the  bill  in  the  state  senate  on  Februan,'  19,  1924,  to 
establish  the  college.  Roberts  Library  was  another  campus  build- 
ing featuring  Romanesque  arches  and  reflecting  a  Spanish  influ- 
ence. 

Fielding  L.  Wright  served  in  the  legislature  from  1928  until  his 
election  as  lieutenant  governor  in  1944.  On  the  death  of  Gov- 
ernor Thomas  L.  Bailey  in  1946,  he  became  governor  and  was 
45  elected  for  a  full  four-year  term  in  1947.  When  a  new  and 


Whitfield  Gymnasium  was 
constructed  in  1939. 
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imposing  glass  and  masonry  structure  was  built  in  1968  to  house 
the  library,  the  art  department  moved  into  the  old  building, 
which  was  renamed  Fielding  L.  Wright  Art  Center. 

No  major  changes  were  made  to  the  campus  or  the  curriculum 
until  the  outbreak  of  World  War  II  in  1941.  This  major  conflict 
had  a  tremendous  influence  on  the  enrollment,  which  declined 
during  the  war  years  and  brought  an  influx  of  veterans  following 
the  end  of  the  war. 

In  the  period  of  the  depression,  the  college  had  an  indirect 
impact  on  the  social  and  economic  life  of  the  Delta  region  by  the 
role  played  by  its  president  in  the  establishment  of  the  Delta 
Council.  According  to  the  account  of  William  M.  Kethley,  in  the 
autumn  of  1934  a  group  of  leading  Delta  citizens  met  in  the 
president's  office  to  "consider  ways  of  better  support  for  the 
Delta  Experiment  Station  located  at  Stoneville  and  the  Delta 
State  Teachers  College,  and  to  consider  means  of  increasing 
interest  in  other  matters  of  social  and  economic  importance — 
support  for  flood  control  in  Washington,  better  roads  and  high- 
ways, and  if  possible  some  means  of  assistance  to  the  farmers  in 
the  area  in  the  effort  to  produce  fiber  and  food  in  the  adverse 
economic  conditions  of  the  time."  Efforts  to  organize  such  a 
group  had  dated  back  as  early  as  1929,  but  the  meeting  in  1934 
resulted  in  a  definite  organization — the  Delta  Council. 

Organized  March  5, 1935,  the  new  group  was  originally  called 
the  Delta  Chamber  of  Commerce  for  the  purpose  of  promoting 
the  agricultural,  industrial,  economic,  and  civic  interests  of  the 
entire  Mississippi  Delta.  At  the  meeting  in  Cleveland  on  June  15, 
1938,  the  name  was  officially  changed  to  the  Delta  Council. 
William  M.  Kethley  served  two  terms  as  president,  1935-1936 
and  1936-1937.  It  was  his  influence  that  brought  the  annual 
meeting  to  the  Delta  State  campus,  creating  a  tradition  that  has 
gone  unbroken  during  the  more  than  forty-year  history  of  the 
Delta  Council. 
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(Above)  Doolittle  Annex  was 
connected  to  the  rear  of  the  Hill 
Demonstration  School  by  two 
covered  walkways  {above,  left). 
WPA  guidelines  specified  that 
funds  for  construction  must  be 
used  for  remodeling  an  existing 
structure,  and  the  walkwavs 
provided  a  practical  and  attractive 
solution.  Doolittle  became  a 
multipurpose  building  as  the 
years  passed.  It  housed 
elementary  demonstration  school 
shop  projects,  biologv 
laboratories,  music  studios  and 
classrooms,  public  relations 
offices,  SGA  offices,  and  a  great 
room  on  the  front  with  its  own 
hvmn  books  imprinted  "The 
Little  Chapel." 

(Left)  In  1964  the  exterior  of 
Whitfield  was  brick  veneered. 

First  dance  in  the  new  Whitfield 
Gymnasium,  Homecoming 
1940 — Because  of  the  scarcity  of 
men,  the  girls  did  the  breaking. 
Note  girl  at  extreme  left  breaking 
and  others  alone  waiting  to  break. 
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n  1939  this  building  carried  the  name  Roberts 
Memorial  Library.  When  a  new  structure  was 
occupied  in  1968  as  W.  B.  Roberts  Library,  the 
above  building  was  renamed  the  Fielding  L. 
Wright  Art  Center. 


(Above)  Many  Saturdays  were 
spent  in  blue  jeans  as  students 
began  to  dress  up  Whitfield 
Gymnasium  with  canopies  of 
crepe  paper  and  balloons  for 
carnival,  SGA,  and  homecoming 
balls.  Note  the  special  orchestra 
in  the  back  right  rear. 

(Right)  Christmas  season  in  W.  B. 
Roberts  Memorial  Library — 
Eleanor  Harkins,  head  librarian, 
is  at  the  right.  The  hanging 
overhead  is  a  Frank  Lloyd  Wright 
linen  block  print. 

(Bottom)  Dean  Zeigel  and 
President  Kethley  being 
interviewed  in  the  mid-fordes  by 
Journalism  students  from  Miss 
Delta — Recognizable  students  to 
President  Kethley  s  right  are 
Lawrence  ("Fedu")  Feduccia, 
Rannv  Williams,  Catherine 
Williams.  The  location  is  the  front 
of  what  was  known  at  the  time  as 
Roberts  Memorial  Library. 
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In  addition  to  Kethley,  the  first  council  officers  included  Hugh 
Gary  of  Greenwood,  vice-president,  Harry  Guice  of  Indianola, 
secretary,  and  Steve  Schllig  of  Leland,  treasurer.  The  first  offi- 
cial board  of  directors  named  the  following  members,  one  from 
each  of  eighteen  counties:  James  Hand,  Jr.,  Sharkey;  Pat  Hemp- 
hill, Carroll  County;  J.  T.  Thomas,  Jr.,  Holmes  County;  B.  J. 
Tanner,  Issaquena  County;  M.  P.  Sturdivant,  Tallahatchie 
County;  L.  J.  Barksdale,  Quitman  County;  W.  L.  Brewer,  Yazoo 
County;  S.  B.  Dean,  DeSoto  County;  Col.  Alexander  Fitz-Hugh, 
Warren  County;  Herbert  Haines,  Tate  County;  V.  B.  Montgom- 
ery, Humphreys  County;  E.  T  Woolfolk,  Tunica  County. 

Whitfield  Gymnasium,  constructed  in  1939,  provided  an  ex- 
cellent meeting  place  for  the  council,  and  the  shaded  open 
campus  provided  an  ideal  location  for  the  barbecued  chicken 
dinner  cooked  by  Norman  Burke  and  the  cafeteria  staff. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Delta  Council  has  attracted  na- 
tional figures  as  keynote  speakers.  In  1947,  Dean  Acheson,  then 
Undersecretary  of  State,  substituting  for  President  Harry  Tru- 
man, delivered  the  address  heralded  as  the  beginning  of  the 
Marshall  Plan.  Other  prominent  speakers  have  included  Clinton 
P.  Anderson,  secretary  of  agriculture;  Senator  Elmer  Thomas  of 
Oklahoma;  Senator  Harry  Byrd  of  Virginia;  William  Faulkner, 
one  of  Mississippi's  own  notables  and  Nobel  Prize  winner;  Dr. 
Verner  Von  Braun,  renowned  space  authority. 

In  more  recent  years  the  meeting  place  has  moved  to  the  larger 
Walter  Sillers  Coliseum,  completed  in  1961.  The  council  con- 
tinues to  attract  prominent  speakers,  and  the  flavor  of  the  early 
meetings  has  been  retained.  Although  not  an  official  function  of 
Delta  State,  the  annual  meetings  became  as  important  to  the 
students  and  staff  of  the  institution  as  to  the  Delta  cihzens  and 
guests  from  over  the  state.  The  students  made  Delta  Council 
Day  a  traditional  outing,  serving  as  hosts  for  the  Delta  planters 
and  other  dignitaries  who  annually  come  to  the  campus. 

Another  tradition  that  held  for  a  number  of  years  was  the 
spring  pageant.  Starting  in  1932,  the  pageant  was  sponsored  by 
the  physical  education  department  and  was  the  creation  of  Ethel 
Cain.  The  first  pageant,  in  four  episodes,  commemorated  the 
two  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  birth  of  George  Washington, 
and  depicted  the  wilderness,  Indian  days,  the  coming  of  the 
white  man,  and  the  birth  of  a  nation.  Two  hundred  fifty  students 
and  demonstration  school  children  dressed  in  appropriate  cos- 
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tumes  enacted  the  episodes  through  dance  and  song.  Each  year 
a  new  theme  was  used.  In  1934  it  was  "Dances  of  the  People," 
which  attracted  an  audience  of  fifteen  hundred  people.  In  1937, 
the  pageant  "Community  Folk  Festival"  used  over  one 
thousand  participants  from  Delta  State,  the  demonstration 
schools,  and  the  first  six  grades  of  the  Boyle  and  Cleveland 
public  schools.  It  was  held  on  the  lighted  Delta  Field  to  accom- 
modate the  unusually  large  crowd.  Many  alumni  of  both  the 
demonstration  schools  and  the  college  hold  fond  memories  of 
the  annual  affair  that  continued  under  Ethel  Cain  until  1955. 
Modified  programs  were  continued  using  college  students  until 
as  late  as  1970. 


On  Delta  Council  Day  all  signs 
point  to  the  site  of  the  meeting. 
This  welcome  banner  is  at  the 
west  end  of  Court  in  front  of  the 
Hill  Building.  The  meeting  that 
year  was  held  in  Whitfield 
Gymnasium. 

{Right)  Delta  State  students  greet 
Delta  Council  visitors.  Assigned 
this  chore  while  a  Delta  State 
student  were  George  Fountain, 
Martin  T.  King,  Jr.,  Mary  Evelyn 
England,  Clinton  Luckett,  and 
Jane  Blain. 

{Below)  In  1938  the  speaker's  stand 
was  erected  in  the  middle  of  Delta 
Field.  Note  the  lights  and  the 
temporary  seats.  It  was  at  this 
meeting  that  the  organization 
changed  its  name  from  Delta 
Chamber  of  Commerce  to  Delta 
Council. 

The  principal  speakers  were 
{hcloii',  right)  Oscar  Johnson  in 
white  and  Francis  B.  Sayre  in  the 
dark  suit. 


Sunshine,  bleachers,  and 
loudspeakers  tempted  many 
visitors  to  enjoy  the  speeches  and 
fellowship  outside  Whitfield 
Gymnasium. 


The  interior  of  Whitfield 
Gymnasium  was  filled,  too. 


"Maid  of  Cotton"  costumes 
modeled  bv  Marv  Brooke 
Kethley,  Virginia  Conn,  Alvce 
West,  Mary  Ann  Bell  Odom, 
Joyce  Hinton,  Roxie  Griffin,  and 
Josephine  WooUard  Garner. 
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Under-Secretary  of  State  Dean 
ACHESON — Acheson  delivered 
this  address  at  the  Delta  Council 
Annual  Meeting,  held  at  Delta 
State  Teachers  College  on  May  8, 
1947.  This  address  was  heralded  as 
the  beginning  of  the  Marshall  Plan. 


THE    MARSHALL  'PLAN 


A  plan  for  relief  of  postwar 
Europe,  suggested  by  Missis- 
sippi native  Will  Clayton,  was 
first  announced  here  May  8. 
1947.  by  Under  Secretary  of 
State  Dean  Acheson  at  a 
meeting  of  the  Delta  Council 


J 


Marshall  Plan  first  revealed  at 
Delta  Council. 
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At  the  seventeenth  annual  Delta  Council  meeting  m  1952,  Governor  Hugh 
White  came  in  for  his  share  of  attention  from  Delta  State  students  Sara 
Moore,  Joy  Latham,  Martha  Flo  Priest,  Nancy  Minor,  Jane  Williams,  James 
Rogers,  James  Hadley,  and  Robert  Franks.  (Belmo)  William  Faulkner  spoke 
May  15,  1952. 


Il— 


L**i 


*;;'f^-' 


S-\ 


Tantalizing  odors  of  barbecued  chicken  began  drifting  across  the  campus  the 
evening  before  Delta  Council  Day.  Norman  Burke,  center,  of  the  school 
cafeteria  supervised  the  preparation  until  in  later  years  the  food  was  catered. 
(Below)  B.  F.  Smith,  to  right  with  boutonniere,  serves  as  executive 
vice-president  of  the  Delta  Council.  Smith  is  a  Delta  State  alumnus. 


The  campus  quadrangle  takes  a 
turn  as  the  serving  area  for  the 
noon  meal  of  barbecued  chicken, 
slaw,  potato  salad,  pickle,  roll, 
rum  cupcake,  ice  cream,  and  a 
soft  drink. 
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Among  others,  Evving,  Firestone, 
and  Savre. 


Pageant  participants. 


"The  World  Dances" — Louise 
Dickson,  Jarvis  Love,  Nell 
Patterson,  Roy  Lipe,  Joyce 
Hinton,  Dorothy  Thomas,  and 
Joy  Hearn. 


Pageant  participants. 
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The  girls  had  ceased  to  participate  in  basketball  in  1932,  but 
the  boys  continued  under  coaches  Paul  West,  Herman  Zimoski, 
Henry  Allen,  and  A.  D.  Dickson.  It  was  under  the  direction  of 
Coach  Dickson  that  Delta  State  made  its  mark  in  basketball  in 
the  second  decade  of  President  Kethley's  administration.  Coach 
Dickson  compiled  an  overall  record  of  94  wins  to  48  losses 
during  six  years.  Five  of  his  teams  advanced  to  the  National 
Association  of  Intercollegiate  Basketball  (now  NAIA)  tourna- 
ment in  Kansas  City.  The  Delta  State  Statesmen  finished  third  in 
1940.  Dickson  coached  Delta  State's  first  basketball  All- America, 
T.  T.  Blackledge,  who  set  three  national  scoring  records  in  one 
tournament.  Arlis  Ricks  was  named  to  the  NAIA  All-America 
second  team  under  Dickson's  tutelage. 

Football  at  Delta  State  gained  some  respectability  under 
Coach  A.  D.  Dickson,  but  World  War  II  brought  an  end  to  this 
competition  for  a  period  of  four  years.  Indeed,  all  intercollegiate 
sports  were  discontinued  during  the  war  period.  Emphasis  was 
on  an  expanded  physical  education  program  in  response  to  the 
government's  "keep  fit  program." 

As  Delta  State  moved  through  its  second  decade,  other 
changes  were  taking  place  to  provide  expanded  curricula  for  the 
students.  In  1939  a  new  program  was  approved  for  the  purpose 
of  training  home  economics  teachers,  although  it  was  not  begun 
unto  the  fall  of  1941.  To  support  this  new  program,  the  previ- 
ously constructed  home  management  house  was  opened  to 
provide  training  for  advanced  students.  The  house  was  dedi- 
cated on  July  12,  1945,  as  the  Arthur  Marshall  Home  Manage- 
ment House  in  honor  of  the  state  senator  who  coauthored  the 
bill  creating  the  teachers  college  in  the  Delta.  Minnie  Patton, 
who  served  for  a  time  as  acting  head  of  the  newly  approved 
department  of  vocational  home  economics,  supervised  the 
home  management  house. 

An  integral  part  of  the  home  economics  program  since  1942 
has  been  the  nursery  school,  first  located  in  the  Taylor  Hall 
basement.  Traditionally  faculty  and  townspeople  have  placed 
their  newborn  on  the  waiting  list  to  gain  priority  for  the  few 
openings  each  year.  The  nursery  school,  now  called  the  child 
development  program,  gives  home  economics  and  elementary 
education  students  an  opportunity  to  work  and  observe  in  the 
nursery. 

As  the  decade  of  the  thirties  approached  its  end.  Delta  State 
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Teachers  College  continued  to  emphasize  the  preparation  of 
teachers.  The  1939  Bulletin  expressed  this  philosophy: 

In  an  endeavor  to  meet  this  responsibility  in  teacher  education, 
the  College  provides  for  its  graduates,  first,  a  broad  general 
education  to  assure  sound  scholarship  and  culture;  second, 
ample  specialization  to  assure  depth  of  understanding  in  chosen 
fields  of  learning;  and,  third,  professional  insight  to  guarantee 
essential  teaching  skill.  Through  academic  and  professional 
courses,  through  experiences  in  the  demonstration  schools,  and 
through  contacts  on  the  campus,  the  college  seeks  to  prepare 
teachers  who  can  guide  children  in  those  rich  curriculum  experi- 
ences conducive  to  child  growth  and  development. 

To  reinforce  this  philosophy  on  a  broader  scale.  Delta  State 
offered  a  reading  institute  in  the  summer  of  1939,  the  first  of  its 
kind  in  Mississippi,  under  the  direction  of  Robert  C.  Moon.  Dr. 
Ullin  W.  Leavell  of  Peabody  College  and  other  consultants  were 
employed.  The  summer  reading  institute  led  to  the  incorpora- 
tion of  reading  into  the  regular  school  program  including  a 
year-round  reading  clinic  for  freshmen.  In  addition,  an  advisory 
program  was  inaugurated  to  assist  reading  instruction  in  the 
public  schools. 

At  the  same  time  Delta  State  cooperated  with  the  Mississippi 
Department  of  Education  in  a  program  for  the  improvement  of 
instruction.  A  course  in  curriculum  development  was  offered  to 
aid  classroom  teachers  in  comprehending  the  new  curriculum 
movement  and  interpreting  and  using  the  new  course  of  study. 
This  effort  on  the  part  of  Delta  State  came  after  the  state  of 
Mississippi,  through  legislative  enactments,  empowered  the 
State  Board  of  Education  to  set  up  and  administer  rules  and 
regulations  for  the  issuance  of  certificates.  Acting  on  this  addi- 
tional authority,  the  State  Board  of  Education  drew  up  rules  and 
regulations  governing  the  issuance  of  new  certificates  from  and 
after  July  1,  1939.  Dr.  Zeigel  and  other  members  of  the  Delta 
State  faculty  were  involved  in  this  development. 

In  addition  to  improving  the  curricula  in  general,  more 
specialized  courses  were  offered  to  train  vocational  home  eco- 
nomics teachers  under  the  Smith-Hughes  Act  and  to  offer 
courses  in  library  services  in  conformity  with  requirements  of 
the  State  Department  of  Education.  Paralleling  the  teacher  edu- 
cation curricula  were  activities  in  debating,  writing,  music,  both 
band  and  chorus,  athletics,  and  Delta  Playhouse. 


Although  the  United  States  had  not  yet  become  an  active 
participant,  the  war  in  Europe  brought  changes  to  the  campus. 
The  need  to  prepare  young  people  for  service  to  their  country 
brought  about  the  establishment  of  a  civOian  pilot  training  pro- 
gram in  1941.  This  program  included  ground  school  instruction 
in  navigation,  meteorology,  and  civil  air  regulations  plus  a 
minimum  of  thirty-five  hours  of  flight  training  under  the  direc- 
tion of  a  licensed  pilot.  The  graduate  received  a  private  pilot's 
license. 

Once  the  United  States  entered  World  War  II,  many  campus 
activities  were  restricted.  One  item  appeared  in  the  catalog  for 
the  1942  summer  quarter  indicating  that  the  college  might  not  be 
able  to  operate  the  swimming  pool  because  of  a  possible  short- 
age of  chemicals.  Conservation  of  natural  resources  became  a 
favorite  subject  and  eventually  took  the  form  of  a  course.  Trans- 
portation was  limited,  and  the  college  calendar  was  adjusted  to 
meet  this  need. 

The  greatest  impact  on  Delta  State,  of  course,  was  the  reduc- 
tion in  the  number  of  students  as  many  were  called  up  for 
military  service.  The  war  also  took  its  toll  on  the  faculty,  many 
going  into  the  service.  In  1943,  Alex  Dockery  Dickson,  head 
basketball  coach,  Paul  Reed  Magee,  Elizabeth  Coburn  Stamps, 
and  James  A.  Ward  were  all  listed  as  being  on  military  leave  of 
absence.  The  fall  enrollment  in  1940  was  320  students;  the  next 
year  it  was  down  to  284,  and  by  1943-1944,  the  enrollment  had 
been  reduced  to  153,  reflecting  the  influence  the  war  had  on  the 
availability  of  students. 


National  Intercollegiate 
Basketball  Championship  Team, 
1940 — Front  row:  James  N'oru'ood, 
George  Wilson,  Bob  Leshe,  Luke 
Marlar,  Manly  Reeves;  back  row. 

,  Manager,  Willard 

Overton,  William  McDonald, 
Thurmon  Blackledge,  Arlis  Plicks, 
Lewis  Spights,  Coach  Dickson. 
(Above)  Arthur  Marshall  Home 
Management  House — The  home 
management  house  was  occupied 
for  the  first  time  during  the 
1941-1942  session.  Senator 
Marshall  was  present  for  the 
dedication  July  12,  1945. 
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Lhildieii  in  the  first  nursery 
school — Seated  in  chairs  (left  to 
right):  Bob  Luttrell,  Shula  Gary, 
Lee  Sanders,  Corinne  Wiggins, 
Kathleen  Dakin;  seated  on  the 
floor:  Billy  Smith-Vaniz,  Jack 
Fletcher.  Minnie  Patton  and 
Elizabeth  Stamps  shared  teaching 
the  first  children;  in  1943  Dorothy 
Forsvthe,  a  professionally  trained 
instructor  in  child  development, 
took  over  the  nursery  school 
teaching. 

(Bclozv)  Nursery  school  class, 
1962-1963— Under  the 
supervision  of  Velma  Shelton 
Hamilton,  this  group  of  children 
occupied  an  annex  to  Bailey  Hall 
(constructed  in  1958).  Sitti)ig: 
Elaine  Davis,  Hugh  Brannon, 
Sally  Muir;  standing:  Bob  Reed, 
Ben  Bays,  Jan  Barker,  John 
Pearson,  Janet  Dudding,  Wanda 
Moore  (almost  hidden  on  trike 
behind  Janet  Dudding). 


Looking  to  the  needs  of  the  country  and  also  to  the  end  of  the 
war,  Delta  State  began  to  broaden  its  offerings.  In  1943,  the 
Board  of  Trustees  authorized  the  offering  of  the  Bachelor  of  Arts 
and  the  Bachelor  of  Science  degrees.  Only  a  few  of  these  degrees 
were  granted,  however,  until  the  influx  of  veterans  following 
the  war.  Higher  education  in  general  was  beginning  to  make 
plans  for  the  postwar  period. 

In  1943,  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Southern  Asssocia- 
tion  of  Colleges  and  Schools  established  a  committee  of  eleven, 
composed  of  one  representative  of  each  state  in  its  territory,  to 
study  and  report  upon  plans  for  the  education  of  the  following 
groups:  disabled  veterans,  those  returning  frorrt  service  and 
desiring  higher  education,  and  those  desiring  special  vocational 
education.  Dr.  G.  D.  Humphrey,  president  of  Mississippi  State, 
served  as  chairman,  and  President  W.  M.  Kethley  of  Delta  State 
served  as  a  member  from  Mississippi.  Such  a  committee  gave 
evidence  of  the  concern  that  educational  leaders  had  for  the  role 
that  institutions  of  higher  learning  might  play  in  the  few  years 
following  the  end  of  World  War  II. 

Delta  State  was  to  be  changed  during  the  next  decade  of 
President  Kethley's  administration  with  the  demands  that 
would  be  placed  on  higher  education. 


(Right)  Freshmen  taking  the  American 
Council  Psychological  Examination  in  1941  in 
what  was  then  the  main  librarv,  located  on  the 
second  floorof  Broom  Memorial  Administration 
Building.  The  psychological  exam  along  with  an 
English  examination  were  conducted  as  a  part  of 
a  nationwide  movement,  though  a  cut-off  score 
was  not  set  for  admission.  The  correlation  of 
examination  scores  and  of  grade  averages  were 
used  in  curriculum  planning.  Green  beanies  on 
the  boys  were  to  cover  shaved  heads,  a  part  of 
hazing  then  in  vogue.  The  two  boys  in  the  front 
center  are  Tom  Ingram  and  Ben  Moore 
Seelbinder.  Other  recognizable  faces  are  Alice 
Causey,  Jane  Agnew,  and  Mary  Emma  Boggan. 
Test  administrators  were  Dean  Zeigel,  Roy  A. 
Pulliam,  and  A.  L.  Young. 
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READING    LABORATORY 
INSTITUTE 

Delta  State  Teachers  College 

CLEVELAND,  MISSISSIPPI 

June  8-17.  1939 

ROBERT  C.  MOON,  Director 

During  the  summer  of  1937,  the  first  Reading 
Laboiatory  Institute  ever  to  be  held  in  America  was 
conducted  on  the  campus  of  Gsorge  Peabory  College 
for  Teachers  in  Nashville,  Tennessee.  Because  of 
the  unusual  opportunity  of  such  gatherings,  the  first 
reading  laboratory  institute  exclusively  for  Missis- 
sippi teachers  is  being  held  at_pelta^State  Teachers 
College  on  June  8-17  inclusive.  The  sole  purpose  of 
this  institute  is  to  improve  reading  instruction  in 
the  public  schools  by  giving  teachers  an  opportuniiy 
to  learn  more  about  teaching  reading.  A  practical 
program  of  diagnostic,  preventive,  and  corrective 
techniques  of  reading  instruction  will  be  presented. 

The  first  reading  laboratory  institute  for 
Mississippi  teachers  was  held  at  Delta  State 
Teachers  College  on  June  8-17,  1939,  and  has 
been  conducted  continuously  since  that  time. 
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SIXTH  CONFERENCE  ON  READING 

June  7  -  16,  1944 

NARCOTICS  EDUCATION 

June  7  -  16,  1944 


By  the  summer  of  1944  short  courses  and 
workshops  had  become  an  integral  part  of  the 
offerings  of  Delta  State.  These  clinics  and 
workshops  indicate  the  institution  was  alert  to 
the  problems  of  reading,  narcotics,  and 
conservation.  The  special  need  of  physical 
fitness  for  a  nation  at  war  was  the  subject  of 
intensive  training  in  health,  nutrition,  physical 
education,  and  recreation  in  cooperation  with 
the  Mississippi  State  Department  of  Education. 
The  school's  reputation  for  excellence  in 
elementary  education  led  to  a  clinic  for 
elementary  teachers. 


CLINIC  FOR  ELEMENTARY  TEACHERS 

June  19  -  28,  1944 

HEALTH,  PHYSICAL  EDUCATION  AND 
RECREATION 

In  cooperation  with  the  State  Department  of  Health  and  the 
Delta  Council. 

July  12  -  22,  1944 

CONSERVATION  EDUCATION 

July  12  -  22,  1944 


T 
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The  Third 

Decade, 

1946-1956 


It  was  a  matter  of  concern  to 
the  entire  college  when 
Anderson  Green,  beloved 
campus  factotum,  decided  to 
make  a  trip  in  midwinter  to 
New  York  to  see  a  relative. 
President  Kethley  was 
among  those  who  went  to  the 
depot  to  see  Anderson  off 
and  finding  Anderson  had  no 
topcoat.  President  Kethley 
gave  his  own  coat  to  his 
friend. 
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-he  last  decade  of  President  Kethley's  administration  can  well 
be  called  the  post-World  War  II  period  in  Delta  State's  history. 
During  these  years  adjustments  were  made  to  house  the  vet- 
erans who  returned  from  the  war  searching  for  an  education.  It 
was  a  period  of  curricular  adjustments  to  meet  their  educational 
needs.  The  campus  was  to  undergo  a  great  change  as  new 
dormitories  and  buildings  sprang  up  to  house  the  influx  of 
students.  Another  change,  a  situation  quite  different  from  the 
pre-war  era,  was  the  demand  for  married  student  accommoda- 
tions. Trailers  for  married  students  appeared  on  the  campus, 
and  in  1946  war  surplus  buildings  were  converted  to  student 
apartments.  Although  these  buildings  were  scheduled  as  tem- 
porary housing,  some  were  not  razed  until  1974.  The  same 
source  supplied  two  dormitories,  Woolfolk  Hall  in  1946,  known 
as  GI  I,  and  Daughrity  Hall  in  1947,  known  as  GI  II.  Other 
surplus  buildings  provided  "The  Mill"  and  shop  warehouses  in 
1947.  A  guidance  center  was  established  in  the  National  Guard 
Armory  for  the  veterans  of  the  Army,  the  Marine  Corps,  and  the 
Navy  with  Delta  State  faculty  acting  as  consultants.  The  build- 
ings were  only  a  reflection  of  the  greater  asset  to  Delta  State,  the 
student  who  came  to  further  his  education. 

The  enrollment  during  the  fall  quarter  in  the  1945-1946  school 
year  was  185.  The  next  year  enrollment  had  increased  to  483  and 
in  the  fall  of  1947  had  reached  596  students.  The  postwar  boom 
had  started.  To  meet  rising  enrollments,  the  physical  plant  kept 
expanding.  The  college  laundry  originated  in  1946  as  a  building 
connected  to  the  central  heahng  plant.  It  was  moved  and  en- 
larged in  1949  and  in  1967  to  serve  the  increased  needs  of 
students.  In  1948  the  need  for  a  faculty  apartment  was  met  with 
the  construction  of  Cassity  Hall,  named  in  honor  of  the  late 
Annie  Lenoir  Cassity  of  Beulah,  Mississippi.  Cassitv  Hall,  con- 
structed as  a  residence  apartment  for  faculty^  personnel,  in- 
cluded four  three-bedroom  apartments  and  four  two-bedroom 
apartments  with  living  rooms  and  kitchenettes.  The  original 
building  included  only  four  kitchenette  installations,  but  in  1950 
four  additional  kitchenettes  were  installed.  The  total  building 
cost  was  $74,000. 

The  war  surplus  building,  known  to  many  students  as  "The 
Mill"  has  been  described  as  an  "old  soldier"  that  never  dies.  The 
building  was  a  mess  hall  at  Camp  McCain  near  Grenada  during 


In  1946,  under  authority  of  the 
Federal  Public  Housing 
Administration,  twenty  trailers 
were  placed  on  the  campus. 
These  trailers  were  used  as 
residences  for  veterans  who 
desired  to  continue  their 
education  under  the  GI  Bill  of 
Rights.  Burns  Strode  carries  his 
bride — Alice  Rea  Chandler 
Strode — across  the  doorway  of 
their  new  war-surplus  home  in 
Delta  State's  Trailer  City. 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vernon  Hammond 


World  War  II.  It  was  moved  to  the  campus  in  1947  and  renovated 
to  house  laboratories  for  biology  and  physics.  After  the  con- 
struction of  a  new  science  building  in  1952,  additional  floor 
space  was  added  to  the  Mill  and  the  entire  structure  was  brick- 
veneered.  The  interior  was  remodeled  to  house  the  bookstore, 
post  office,  and  a  recreation  room.  In  truth,  "old  soldiers"  do 
die,  but  sometimes  slowly  and  reluctantly.  In  1966,  the  building 
was  vacated  as  a  student  center  and  served  as  a  storage  area. 
However,  the  old  MUl  was  again  reactivated  in  the  fall  of  1967  as 
temporary  housing  for  the  division  of  business  and  economics. 
With  the  addition  of  many  new  buildings  and  renovated  build- 
ings on  the  campus,  the  "old  soldier"  was  razed  in  1973. 

Other  buildings  were  added  to  the  campus  during  the  third 
decade  of  President  Kethley's  tenure.  In  1950  a  major  building 
was  constructed  to  accommodate  the  sciences,  mathematics, 
and  a  small  museum.  This  building  was  named  Bailey  Science 
Hall  to  honor  the  late  Thomas  L.  Bailey,  governor  of  Mississippi 
from  1944-1947.  Governor  Bailey  died  in  the  last  year  of  his 
term.  A  portrait  of  Governor  Bailey  by  Marie  Hull  hangs  in  the 
lower  hallway.  In  1958  an  annex  was  constructed  to  BaUey  Hall 
to  house  the  nursery  school.  The  cost  of  the  building  was 
$402,314.03. 
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Two  navy  war-surplus  steel  barracks  are  each  home  to  120  men  students. 
These  barracks  are  just  off  the  "arc  royal"  roadway  that  loops  through  the 
south  campus.  Fondly  dubbed  Gil  anci  Gl  2,  they  were  later  given  the  names 
Daughrity  Hall  and  Woolfolk  Hall.  Dr.  Kenneth  L.  Daughrity  served  with 
distinction  as  head  of  the  Department  of  English  (1930-1932)  and  the 
Department  of  Languages  and  Literature  until  his  death  in  1947.  Ellis 
("Scrap")  Woolfolk  of  Tunica,  Mississippi,  was  a  member  of  the  State 
Building  Commission  and  chairman  of  the  House  Appropriations 
Committee.  Gl  2  perpetuates  the  name  of  a  gentleman  who  lived  up  to  his 
nickname.  (Lc^i)  Ellis  T  Woolfolk— Woolfolk  Hall  (abovehit)  was  dubbed  Gil. 
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Dr.  Kenneth  Lerov 
Daughrity — Daughrity 
Hall  (left)  was  GI  2. 


Ann  Milam  and  Laquita  Bell  pick 
up  their  bundle  in  1949  from  the 
college  laundry.  Previously 
laundry  was  done  in  town  and 
delivered  wholesale  to  the  lobbies 
of  the  dormitories  where  students 
were  pleased  not  only  to  find  their 
respective  bundles  but  to  find  them 
intact. 


Mary  Brooke  Kethle\-,  who  was 
born  after  the  Kethlevs  moved  to 
the  president's  home,  was  one  of 
the  596  Delta  State  students  in  the 
fall  of  1947.  Here  she  holds  a  pup 
belonging  to  a  white  Spitz  named 
"Sugar"  who  was  her  father's 
constant  companion. 
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(y-l/'Oi'i')  Each  single  \\\u -.mh  pin-. 
GI  building  was  divided  \n[o 
three  apartments,  pro\iding 
housing  accommodations  tor 
three  student  famiUes.  (.4/'i';'t',  right) 
The  National  Guard  Armor\-, 
then  adjacent  to  the  campus, 
provided  facilities  beginning  in 
January,  1946,  for  one  of  the 
earliest  guidance  centers.  Dr.  A. 
L.  Young  and  Dr.  Roy  A.  Pulliam 
from  the  college  faculty  acted  as 
consultants.  The  propert\',  later 
acquired  bv  Delta  State,  served  as 
an  art  studio  before  being  torn 
down  for  the  James  M.  Ewing 
Building.  (Right)  Another 
war-surplus  two-storv  structure 
served  for  a  time  as  a  bookstore 
and  meeting  place  for 
miscellaneous  groups.  The 
laundry  and  the  heating  plant,  to 
the  north  of  the  two-storv 
building,  are  shown  in  the 
background,  the  laundry  to  the 
left,  the  heating  plant  to  the  right. 
{Below)  Cassitv  Hall. 


(Left)  Mrs.  Annie  Lenoir  Cassit}' 
was  the  donor  in  perpetuiH-  of 
several  scholarships  honoring 
members  of  her  family.  Earlv 
recipients  included  Pa'tsv  Thrash, 
John  White  Valentine,  and 
Frances  Junov. 

(Below)  During  her  lifetime,  it 
was  Mrs.  Cassit}-'s  custom  to  have 
a  buffet  luncheon  each  summer 
for  the  faculty  who  lived  in  the 
hall  bearing  her  name.  Present  at 
the  1959  occasion  were  Larisa 
Moruzeanu,  Kathr\-n  Keener, 
Ruth  Barkley,  Nell'Wynn,  Mrs. 
Cassity,  Mary  Emma  Boggan, 
Brownie  Grubb,  Ethel  Cain;  back 
roiv:  Jean  Knott,  Betty  Louise 
Wilson,  Ruth  Williams,  Eleanor 
Walters,  Jane  Oliver,  Mrs.  W.  A. 
Carpenter,  Arrell  Mace,  Do.xie 
Dexter,  Gladys  Castle,  and  Maud 
Cain. 
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The  Mill — In  1951  a  group  of 
students  led  by  SGA  President 
Mills  Rogers  and  Vice-President 
Hugh  Ellis  Walker  met  with 
Governor  Hugh  White  and  other 
state  officials  who  had  come  to  the 
campus  to  discuss  the  renovation 
of  the  old  Camp  McCain  twosome 
for  use  as  a  gathering  place.  The 
governor  agreed,  and  Delta  State 
had  its  first  student  center.  The 
students  sponsored  a  contest  to 
select  a  name  for  the  center — the 
award  a  steak  dinner  for  two.  A 
couple  returning  from  a  movie 
passed  the  Jeff  Miller  residence 
and,  in  a  brilliant  flash  of 
inspiration,  came  up  with  the 
name  The  Mill.  The  name  honors 
Mills  Rogers,  then  president  of 
the  Student  Government 
Association,  and  Mrs.  Jeff  Miller, 
the  beloved  manager  of  the 
facility. 

A  place  to  mill  around — Mrs.  Jeff 
Miller  stands  directly  under  the 
clock. 
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Breaking  ground  in  October, 
1949,  for  Bailey  Science  Hall  were 
A.  H.  Ramsay,  R.  L.  Caylor,  W.  F. 
Bond,  A.  L.  Young,  and  President 
Kethlev. 


Governor  Thomas  L.  Bailey  (from 
a  portrait  bv  Marie  Hull). 


Immediately  upon  completion  of 
Bailey  Hall,'  President  Kethley 
added  the  rosy-purplish 
flowering  Judas  trees  to  the 
plantings  around  the  new 
building. 
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(Lcf'OTheimpeising  two-story  exterior  of  Bailey  Hall  has 
a  facade  of  three  Romanesque  arches  which  repeat  the 
arches  used  in  Wright  and  Scott  halls,  the  latter  now 
incorporated  in  the  Union.  Mary  Louise  Johns,  James  W. 
Gorman,  Edwin  A.  Reed,  Jane  Sessums,  and  John 
Polles  are  coming  and  going  between  classes. 

(Below)  The  original  plans  for  the  Stadium  Dormitory, 
later  christened  Hugh  L.  White  Hall,  called  for  a  football 
stadium  attached  to  a  dormitory,  but  lack  of  funds 
permitted  only  the  construction  of  a  forty-eight-room 
dormitory  to  be  occupied  bv  athletes.  (Bottom,  left) 
Arches  connected  the  dormitory  to  the  then  Delta  Field. 

(Bottow,  right)  Hugh  Lawson  White — To  serve  as  chief 
executive  of  Mississippi  for  two  terms  as  did  Governor 
White  is  an  honor  which  has  come  to  only  two  men 
during  the  twentieth  century.  His  contributions  to 
Mississippi  were  many.  As  chairman  of  the  State 
Building  Commission,  Governor  White  assumed  a 
special  interest  in  the  construction  of  Stadium 
Dormitorv;  therefore  it  is  fitting  that  the  structure  honor 
his  distinguished  name. 


The  last  building  added  under  President  Kethley's  administra- 
tion was  completed  in  1952  and  referred  to  as  the  "Stadium 
Dormitory."  On  December  10,  1970,  the  dormitory  was  chris- 
tened Hugh  L.  White  Hall  in  honor  of  Governor  Hugh  L.  White 
of  Columbia,  who  served  as  chief  executive  of  the  state  from 
1936  until  1940  and  again  from  1952  until  1956. 

With  the  growth  of  Delta  State  Teachers  College  and  the 
changes  of  time,  the  faculty  and  staff  increased  and  brought  to 
the  campus  a  second  generation  of  personnel  who,  too,  would 
serve  the  institution  in  an  excellent  manner.  At  the  regular 
faculty  meeting  on  January  8,  1947,  President  Kethley  an- 
nounced the  retirement  of  Dean  William  H.  Zeigel  from  active 
service  and  the  appointment  of  Dr.  A.  L.  Young  as  acting  dean 
for  the  term  January  1, 1947,  to  August  31, 1947.  In  addition.  Dr. 
Young  was  made  permanent  head  of  the  department  of  educa- 
tion. 

Dean  Zeigel  died  on  June  17,  1947.  He  had  served  Delta  State 
since  its  opening  in  1925  and  had  a  contributing  part  in  develop- 
ing the  teacher  education  program  into  one  that  made  its  grad- 
uates excellent  selections  for  instructional  positions  over  the 
state. 

In  July,  1947,  President  Kethley  announced  the  appointment 
of  Dr.  Joe  Farrar  as  the  new  dean  of  the  faculty.  Dr.  Farrar 
received  his  Bachelor  of  Science  degree  from  Louisiana  State 
University.  His  Master  of  Arts  degree  was  awarded  by  the 
University  of  Iowa  in  1928,  and  he  earned  the  Doctor  of  Philos- 
ophy degree  from  Peabody  College  for  Teachers  in  1936.  In 
addition  to  his  position  as  dean.  Dr.  Farrar  held  the  rank  of 
professor  of  education.  He  came  to  Delta  State  Teachers  College 
from  Natchitoches,  Louisiana,  where  he  had  served  as  president 
of  Northwestern  State  College  from  1941  to  1947.  Other  experi- 
ence of  the  new  dean  included  serving  as  principal  in  secondary 
schools,  as  a  professor  of  education  and  director  of  teacher 
training  at  Louisiana  State  University  from  1934-1939,  dean  of 
John  McNeese  Junior  College  at  Lake  Charles,  Louisiana,  from 
1939  until  1940,  and  director  of  higher  education  with  the  State 
Department  of  Education  in  Louisiana  for  1940  and  1941. 

Another  addition  to  the  staff  was  made  during  the  period  of 
expansion  that  would  have  lasting  influence  on  the  physical 
facilities  and  the  fiscal  operations  of  Delta  State.  This  was  Hugh 
Cam  Smith  who  began  work  on  February  1, 1947,  as  assistant  to 


Dr.  A.  L.  Young  (left),  appointed 
interim  dean  and  permanent 
head  of  the  Department  of 
Education  upon  the  retirement 
and  death  of  Dean  William  H. 
Zeigel  in  1947,  chats  with  Dr.  A. 
L.  Crabb  of  George  Peabodv 
College  for  Teachers,  a  long-time 
Delta  State  friend.  Dr.  Crabb 
delivered  the  address  to  the  first 
graduating  class  in  1928;  he  was 
again  the  speaker  t\vent\'-four 
years  later  for  the  class  of  1952. 


Dr.  Joe  Farrar — Dr.  Farrar,  dean 
of  the  facult}'  from  Julv  1,  1947  to 
July  1,  1957,  continued  to  be 
associated  with  Delta  State  in 
several  positions  until  his 
retirement  in  June,  1962. 
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Hugh  Cam  Smith,  financial 
secretary  and  business  manager 
(right),  and  David  ("Boo")  Ferriss 
share  Shaw  as  their  hometown. 
Here  thev  share  a  cigar  on  the 
occasion  of  the  arrival  of  Hugh,  Jr. 


(.4k'c't')  When  registration  was 
held  in  Whitfield  Gymnasium. 
(Ri'iht)  Registration  in  Whitfield 
Hall. 


Jeff  Miller,  the  financial  secretary.  Miller  asked  to  be  relieved  of 
his  responsibilities,  and  on  July  1,  1949,  President  Kethley  ap- 
pointed Smith  to  the  office  of  financial  secretary.  At  the  time 
Smith  was  the  youngest  person  to  receive  such  an  appointment 
for  colleges  and  universities  in  Mississippi;  he  has  since  enjoyed 
the  longest  tenure  among  university  financial  secretaries  in  the 
state.  As  financial  secretary  at  Delta  State,  Smith,  an  alumnus  of 
the  institution  he  now  serves,  has  had  a  strong  influence  in 
maintaining  continuity  in  building  construction  that  has  added 
to  the  beauty  of  the  campus. 

As  the  institution  neared  its  25th  anniversary,  other  changes 
in  addition  to  new  faculty  and  staff  were  occurring.  On  May  12, 
1948,  the  Delta  State  Curriculum  Committee  made  a  report  to 
the  general  faculty  meeting  concerning  honor  students.  Follow- 
ing this  report  and  discussion.  President  Kethley  suggested  that 
the  regular  plan  of  awarding  the  first  diploma  to  the  senior 
having  the  highest  honor  point  average  be  continued,  and  in 
addition  a  second  diploma  be  awarded  the  senior  having  the 
highest  honor  point  average  for  the  last  six  quarters.  This  was 
amended  to  read  the  last  six  quarters  in  residence  and  a 
minimum  of  ninety  quarter  hours.  The  faculty  carried  the  mo- 
tion. At  the  same  meeting,  the  faculty  approved  a  motion  to  give 
"honors"  to  students  having  a  3.50  honor-point  average  or 
above  for  the  last  six  quarters  and  ninety  quarter  hours.  This 
policy  of  honoring  students  with  the  highest  quality  point  aver- 
age for  four  years  and  two  years  has  been  continued  to  the 
present  day. 
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(Left)  Delta  State  traditionally 
nominates  students  forWho's  Who 
in  American  Universities  and 
Colleges.  Typical  are  1948-1949 
nominees  Leona  Aniston  Dean, 
Harris  Leflore  Coleman,  William 
Spencer  Gardner,  Hubert  Dean 
Smith,  John  C.  Merrill,  Jr.,  Rena 
Virginia  Bailey,  Jarvis  Emily 
Love,  Rebecca  Elizabeth  Searcy, 
John  Yurkow,  Jr. 

(Below)  On  September  15, 1950, 
Delta  State  began  its  second 
quarter-century  of  service. 
Participants  in  the  anniversarv 
observance  were  Singer  Gwen 
Harrington,  President  Kethlev, 
W.  F.  Bond,  Reverend  Marcus 
Treadway  of  the  Cleveland  First 
Baptist  Church,  and  County 
Superintendent  of  Education 
Alfred  Ramsay.  The  facult}^ 
consisted  of  forty-eight  teaching 
members  in  addition  to  other 
staff.  The  college  had  ten  major 
departments:  art;  business; 
education  and  psychology; 
health,  physical  education,  and 
recreation;  languages  and 
literature;  mathematics;  music; 
science;  social  science;  and 
vocational  home  economics.  Four 
degrees  were  offered — B.S.  in 
Ed.,  B.S.,  B.A.,  and  B.Mus.Ed. 
New  curricula  included  a  majorin 
speech  leading  to  the  B.S.  in  Ed., 
a  music  education  major  leading 
to  the  B.M.Ed.,  and  majors  in 
business  administration, 
secretarial  science,  recreation, 
and  medical  technology  leading 
to  the  B.S.  degree. 
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DELTA  STATE 
TEACHERS  COLLEGE 


Established  by  legislative 
act  in  1924  and  located  in 
Cleveland,  Mississippi,  on 
a  site  donated  by  Bolivar 
County.  First  session  began 
on   September   15.    1925.   — 


<«,ja#- 


(Aboi'c)  Dr.  VV.  D.  N4cCain,  an 
alumnus  of  Delta  State  and  at  the 
time  director  of  the  Department 
of  Archives  and  History  for  the 
state  of  Mississippi,  was  the  guest 
speaker  on  October  7,  1950,  for 
the  dedication  of  the  historical 
marker  commemorating  the 
founding  of  Delta  State  Teachers 
College.  The  ceremonies  were  a 
part  of  the  annual  homecoming 
activities.  Wirt  Alfred  Williams, 
head  of  the  Department  of  Social 
Science  and  Dr.  McCain's  major 
professor,  is  pictured  to  the  right 
of  the  marker  which  was  located 
near  the  Mississippi  Highway  8 
entrance  to  the  campus. 
{Above,  Right)  Secondary  student 
teaching  followed  the  established 
growth  pattern  of  the  college. 
Leaving  Broom  Hall  for  the 
Cleveland  High  School  in  1951 
with  Elizabeth  Zeigel  (who 
followed  Gertrude  Eckford  as 
supervisor)  are  Johnny 
Alderman,  Joyce  Cork,  Dan 
O'Rourke,  Cherry  Walker,  C.  V. 
Head,  and  Supervisor  Zeigel. 
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To  maintain  high  standards  and  quality  instruction,  the  university 
participates  in  periodic  visitation,  intervisitation,  evaluation  programs,  and 
board  studies.  A  nationwide  intervisitation  program  by  the  American 
Association  of  Colleges  for  Teacher  Education  to  evaluate  institutional 
performance  was  conducted  in  1951  by  Dean  F.  E.  Lund  of  State  Teachers 
College,  Florence,  Alabama;  Business  Manager  Hugh  Smith  of  Delta  State; 
President  Paul  A.  Reid  and  Dean  C.  D.  Killian  of  Western  Carolina  Teachers 
College,  Cullowhee,  North  Carolina;  President  Kethley  of  Delta  State;  and 
President  E.  B.  North  of  State  Teachers  College,  Florence,  Alabama, 
chairman. 


At  the  next  faculty  meeting  on  June  17,  1948,  Dean  Farrar 
announced  to  the  faculty  that  President  Kethley  had  been  hon- 
ored by  his  alma  mater,  Mississippi  College  in  Clinton,  by  hav- 
ing conferred  upon  him  an  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws 
recognizing  his  long  years  of  service  to  education  in  Mississippi. 

Former  athletes  had  started  returning  from  the  war  in  Janu- 
ary, 1946,  among  them  Joe  Thomas,  Charles  Shoemake,  Luke 
Marlar,  and  Herbert  Wilson.  In  May,  1946,  the  faculty  and 
students  approved  a  program  of  unsubsidized  intercollegiate 
football.  Basketball  was  already  underway  with  a  club  team. 
Tennis  for  both  men  and  women  was  the  first  intercollegiate 
sport  revived  in  the  spring  of  1946.  The  stage  was  set  to  begin  an 
athletic  comeback  for  Delta  State. 

Forest  Earl  Wyatt  coached  football  during  1946  and  1947,  but  it 
was  under  the  leadership  of  Eugene  Berkley  Chadwick,  who 
was  coach  from  1948  to  1960,  that  Delta  State  had  its  first  real 
success  on  the  gridiron. 

As  Delta  State  established  its  educational  program  on  a  sound 
footing  in  the  years  immediately  following  World  War  II,  the 
administration  began  to  branch  out  into  extension  work.  In  1949 
Dean  Farrar  as  acting  director  of  extension,  with  Gladys  Castle 
as  acting  assistant  director  of  extension,  announced  that  exten- 
sion classes,  both  credit  and  noncredit,  in  academic  and  profes- 
sional courses  were  available  "in  any  locality  where  there  is 
sufficient  demand."  These  courses,  duplicates  of  those  offered 
on  the  campus,  were  taught  by  regular  members  of  the  faculty. 
In  an  additional  effort  to  extend  its  facilities  and  services  to  all 
people  living  in  the  area.  Delta  State  made  preparation  in  1950  to 
offer  evening  and  Saturday  morning  classes. 

In  keeping  with  the  effort  to  expand  the  services  of  Delta  State 
to  the  entire  Delta  region.  President  Kethley  wrote  to  E.  R.  Jobe, 
secretary  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  in  August,  1951,  that  he  had 
approached  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Greenville  Air  Base 
with  reference  to  off-campus  work.  Dr.  Jobe  responded  that  it 
was  permissible  for  the  college  to  offer  this  work.  In  1953 
Kethley  instructed  Dean  Farrar  and  Wayne  Brand  of  the  English 
department  to  meet  with  representatives  of  the  air  base  and  the 
Greenville  schools  to  discuss  an  extension  work  program.  These 
instructions  were  in  response  to  a  letter  to  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  base  offering  the  services  of  the  college  to  work  out 
an  education  program  for  the  base  personnel,  either  on  the 


An  oak  bench  with  slat  back  in 
"Miss  Virginia's"  office  was 
fondly  known  as  the  warming 
bench.  Here  students  and  visitors 
awaited  their  turn  to  see  the 
president.  Referring  to  the 
Kethley  administration,  Rav 
Wilson,  alumnus  and  member  of 
the  mathematics  faculty, 
commented  in  1970  that  "having  a 
remote  administration  was  not 
one  of  the  problems  at  Delta 
State — in  fact  Dr.  Kethlev  would 
catch  students  in  the  hallway  and 
take  them  into  his  office  to  talk." 
Kenneth  Sissel,  Jr.,  and  Laura 
Jean  James  apparently  enjoyed 
their  visit  as  they  watched  the 
president  sign  their  diplomas  in 
1950. 
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The  Scribes  Club  under  the 
direction  of  Evelyn  Allen 
Hammett  accomplished  the 
difficult  task  of  convincing 
unsuspecting  college  students 
that  the\'  could  express 
themselves  pleasurably  and 
creditably  in  prose  and  verse. 
Hammett,  one  of  the  main 
promoters  of  the  Southern 
Literary  Festival,  served  as 
president  the  two  years  (1948  and 
1955)  the  festival  met  on  the  Delta 
State  campus.  During  the  fifteen 
years  in  which  her  students 
entered  the  festival  contests,  they 
won  three  sweepstake  prizes, 
seventeen  first  places,  thirteen 
second  places,  and  twelve  third 
places  or  honorable  mentions. 
(Above,  Right)  The  institution 
became  Delta  State  College  on 
February  16,  1955. 


campus  in  Cleveland  or  in  Greenville.  The  Greenville  school 
system  offered  the  use  of  its  facilities  for  such  a  program.  This 
was  the  beginning  of  extension  work  in  Greenville  that  has 
continued  even  after  the  base  was  closed. 

In  the  same  year  Delta  State  gave  further  evidence  of  the 
quality  education  offered  its  students.  President  Kethley  ap- 
pointed Gladys  Castle  chairman  of  a  committee  to  work  toward 
approval  of  Delta  State  by  the  American  Association  of  Univer- 
sity Women.  After  several  years  of  work  and  an  inspection  visit 
by  a  representative  of  the  association  on  September  14,  1953, 
President  Kethley  announced  to  the  faculty  that  the  college  had 
been  placed  on  the  list  of  approved  institutions  of  the  American 
Association  of  University  Women.  Special  recognition  was 
given  to  Gladys  Castle  for  her  work  in  getting  Delta  State  ac- 
cepted for  membership. 

Another  recognition  of  the  expanding  educational  programs 
for  its  students  was  in  the  institution's  name  change.  Delta  State 
Teachers  College  officially  became  Delta  State  College  when 
House  BUI  No.  40  was  approved  on  February  16,  1955.  The 
change  in  name  did  not  alter  the  major  purpose  of  the  institution 
to  produce  teachers  for  the  state.  The  offering  of  nonteacher- 
training  degrees  had  been  in  effect  for  a  number  of  years  and 
reflected  a  growth  trend  in  educational  institutions  throughout 
the  nation.  Delta  State  shared  in  this  trend  but  at  the  same  time 
continued  to  be  dedicated  to  its  primary  role  as  a  producer  of 
teachers. 
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As  the  year  1956  approached.  President  Kethley  had  been 
guiding  the  destiny  of  Delta  State  for  nearly  thirty  years.  He  had 
become  the  second  president  on  the  death  of  Jim  Broom  in  1926. 
The  long  tenure  had  been  a  pleasant  one,  but  Dr.  Kethley's 
health  had  been  deteriorating.  In  the  following  letter  dated  June 
26,  1956,  addressed  to  H.  G.  Carpenter,  president  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees,  Institutions  of  Higher  Learning,  Dr.  Kethley  wrote: 

I  am  writing  to  give  you  my  resignation  as  President  of  Delta 
State  College.  I  do  not  feel  that  I  can  physically  undertake  the 
responsibilities  of  the  office  further  and  feel  that  I  must  ask  to  be 
relieved  of  duty  September  1,  1956. 

I  have  completed  thirty  years  of  service  in  this  position,  and 
during  this  time  I  have  received  every  consideration  from  the 
Board  of  Trustees  under  which  I  have  served  ....  During  the 
past  year  you  have  been  most  generous  and  kind  to  me  during 
an  illness  which  has  incapacitated  me  from  active  duties. 

On  the  same  day,  Dr.  Kethley  sent  a  copy  of  the  resignation 
letter  to  the  Honorable  Walter  Sillers  with  a  letter  expressing 
appreciation  for  many  years  of  friendship  and  support.  Sillers 
answered  immediately  in  a  letter  dated  June  28,  1956,  in  which 
he  replied,  "Regret.  Cannot  express  my  feelings." 

In  the  October,  1956,  Delta  State  Ahimui  News,  Dr.  Kethley 
wrote  to  the  alumni:  "I  came  to  Cleveland  when  Delta  State  was 
in  its  infancy.  Since  that  time  it  has  been  my  privilege  to  see  the 
College  grow  from  modest  beginnings  to  the  institution  you 
know  today.  Through  the  years  with  your  cooperation  I  have 
seen  the  growth  in  physical  plant  from  the  three  original  build- 
ings on  the  campus  to  the  splendid  institution  of  eighteen  build- 
ings." 

The  retirement  of  a  man  who  had  devoted  so  much  time  to  the 
development  of  the  insHtution  could  not  occur  without  a  special 
recognition  day  for  him.  At  a  W.  M.  Kethley  Day  Dinner  held  in 
the  college  cafeteria  on  November  30,  1956,  Walter  Sillers, 
speaker  of  the  Mississippi  House  of  Representatives,  gave  a 
special  address.  He  praised  Dr.  William  Marion  Kethley  as  a 
scholar  and  educator  who  had  spent  "thirty  constructive,  pro- 
gressive, useful,  and  successful  years"  as  president  of  Delta 
State  College. 

After  recounting  the  distinguished  service  Kethley  had  per- 
formed as  an  educator.  Sillers  stated  that  his  service  had  been 
"active  and  prominent  in  the  business,  civic,  public,  and  social 
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President  Kethley  took  pleasure 
in  using  his  own  hands  to  see  that 
new  plants  were  properly  put  in 
the  ground.  The  planting  of  this 
specimen  was  witnessed  by  J.  D. 
Miller,  Sue  Thweatt,  Evelyn 
Hammett,  and  Virginia 
Thompson.  Faithful  and  beloved 
Jesse  Hill,  caretaker  of  Broom 
Hall,  assisted  with  the  shovel. 
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affairs  of  the  Delta  and  State."  Sillers  noted  that  when  Kethley 
"arrived  in  Cleveland  to  assume  his  duties  at  Delta  State  .  .  . 
there  were  only  three  buildings  and  three  trees  on  the  campus 
...  I  cannot  identify  the  three  trees — but  it  is  legend  among  the 
old  timers  that  only  three  trees  stood  upon  the  campus  when  Dr. 
Kethley  took  over."  Sillers  then  made  a  significant  tribute  to 
Kethley: 

Being  the  lover  of  nature,  trees  and  everything  that  grows — 
foremost  boys  and  girls  and  young  men  and  young  women — he 
set  about  to  remedy  the  situation  on  the  campus  and  make  ready 
for  the  young  folks,  and  planted  the  beautiful  trees  which  adorn 
this  wonderfully  appointed  campus — and  the  youth — the 
flower  of  our  state  who  have  attended  Delta  State  have  grown 
and  matured  along  with  the  stately  oak  and  other  beautiful  trees 
we  see  and  enjoy  here  today. 

Continuing  the  tribute  to  Dr.  Kethley,  Sillers  said: 

Yes,  Bill,  you  are  a  genuine  blue  blood  of  the  aristocracy  of 
self-sacrifice  and  devotion  to  the  building  of  the  character  and 
training  of  the  minds  of  the  youth  of  our  state. 

Your  contribution  to  the  progress,  education,  and  accom- 
plishment of  men  and  women,  the  teachers,  who  are  training 
the  minds  and  molding  the  character  of  the  boys  and  girls  of 
today,  who  are  the  men  and  women  of  tomorrow,  is  of  the  top 
level  class,  and  those  of  this  and  future  generations  who  are  the 
beneficiaries  of  the  learning  and  character  building  being  taught 
by  the  many  fine  teachers  who  have  gone  forth  from  the  portals 
of  Delta  State,  shall  always  be  grateful  to  you  for  making  it 
possible  for  them  to  be  privileged  to  study  under  the  guidance 
and  training  of  such  splendid  teachers. 


(Above  and  above  left)  Early  in  the 
thirties,  no  longer  were  there  just 
three  buildings  and  three  trees. 
President  Kethlev  had  growing 
things  around  even,'  building  on 
the  campus.  In  these  pictures 
showing  conduit  work  on  the 
campus,  note  the  open  spaces  to 
the  right  of  Ward  Hall  now  filled 
with  buildings. 


President  Kethlev  and  a  campus 
gardener  plant  a  tulip  tree,  a  gift 
from  the  Delta  State  alumni  on 
the  occasion  of  his  birthdav.  The 
building  to  the  left  is  what  was 
once  Scott  Hall  and  to  the  right  is 
Ward  Hall.  The  white  picnic 
tables  were  used  for  barbecued 
chicken  suppers  and  watermelon 
cuttings. 
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The  original  president's  home  did 
not  long  remain  bare.  President 
Kethlev's  hand  soon  had  a 
profusion  of  color  and  greenery 
planted  in  every  available  spot. 


In  till'  l.itr  tiities  a  senior  cuiss 
sponsored  by  H.  L.  Nowell  added 
a  cast  stone  cherub  to  the  center  of 
the  pool.  Dubbed  "Little  Squirt," 
the  cherub  became  the  subject  of 
much  controversy  because  of  its 
scantv  costume.  So  great  was  the 
feeling  among  objectors  to  "Little 
Squirt"  that  one  morning  it  was 
found  broken  into  bits.  The  pool, 
too,  was  eventually  demolished. 

Of  the  two  flower-banked  and 
shrubbed  doorwavs  to  Hill 
Building,  the  north  entrance. 
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View  of  the  rear  area  of  Hill 
Demonstration  School  made  after 
the  addition  of  Doolittle  Building 
in  1938  (note  the  covered 
walkway  at  the  back). 
Purple-flowered  wisteria  vines 
festooned  the  trees  on  the  right. 
The  pool  in  the  foreground, 
fifteen  feet  in  diameter  and  three 
feet  deep,  was  sponsored  in  1934 
by  the  Nature  Club.  A  running 
fountain,  bird  bath,  water  lillies, 
gold  fish,  and  a  rock  garden 
completed  the  project.  When 
swings  and  lawn  furniture  were 
added  to  the  shade  of  the  campus 
trees,  seats  around  the  pool 
became  a  popular  rendezvous  for 
the  "Tri-C's"  (Campus  Courtin' 
Couples).  These  same  couples, 
however,  will  long  remember 
President  Kethley's  famous 
assembly  admonitions  beginning 
with  "Now,  Chill'un,"  and, 
appropriately,  "when  the  sap 
begins  to  rise." 


m   :4 


When  food  was  rationed  during 
World  War  H,  the  area  in  the 
vicinity  of  Bailev  Hall  was 
converted  into  a  wheat  field.  In 
1943  wheat  har\-ested  milled 
eight  barrels  of  whole-wheat 
flour  and  eight  of  white  flour, 
enough  to  run  the  dining  hall  for 
six  months  with  seed  left  over  for 
planting.  Scott  Dining  Hall  is 
behind  the  trees  at  the  left;  Ward 
Hall  on  the  right.  The  men  in  the 
field  are  Jeff  Miller,  financial 
secretarv,  Joe  Wilson, 
superintendent  of  buildings  and 
grounds,  and  President  Kethley. 
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President  Kethley's  interest  in 
growing  things  extended  beyond 
trees.  In  the  early  years  Joe 
Wilson,  with  the  help  of  buildings 
and  grounds  personnel, 
produced  most  of  the  food  served 
in  the  cafeteria.  Vegetables  grown 
included  Irish  and  sweet 
potatoes,  onions,  tomatoes,  corn, 
and  the  handsome  carrots  Willie 
Berrv,  gardener,  is  pictured 
showing  a  pretty  co-ed.  A 
bumper  crop  of  Irish  potatoes  was 
grown  on  the  half-acre  site  later  to 
hold  Bailey  Hall.  Not  only  were 
vegetables  grown,  but  meat  too. 
A  pig  pen  was  located  just  south 
of  where  Cain-Tatum  was  later 
constructed.  Odors  caused  the 
administration  to  decide  that  the 
pen  was  too  close,  however,  and  a 
narrow  three-acre  strip  extending 
to  the  back  was  purchased  from 
Harry  Ward  to  take  care  of  the 
porkers.  Butchering  furnished 
pork  and  trimmings  to 
supplement  the  vegetable  diet. 
During  the  war,  Roy  Wiley  of  the 
Physics  Department  and  Wilson 
further  supplemented  the  meat 
supply  bv  raising  rabbits  and 
chickens.  Campus  food 
production  ceased  in  the  early 
fifties. 
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Flowering  trees  were  of  particular  interest  to  President  Kethley.  Scarcely  a 
building  did  not  have  a  white  dogwood  in  its  plantings;  this  specimen  was  at 
the  north  end  of  Broom  Memorial  Administration  Building.  The  book-laden 
twins  are  Linda  and  Martha  Newman.  (Beloiv)  A  snowfall  adds  glamour  to 
Bailey  Hall 


^<»^^ 


The  trees  in  front  of  Broom  Hall 
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The  pink  puffs  of  the  flowering 
mimosa  free  bloom  at  spring 
commencement  time.  These  trees 
were  a  part  of  the  dream  of  a  man 
to  make  the  campus  a  landmark  in 
Mississippi.  The  mimosa  above  is 
viewed  from  the  second  tloor  of 
the  Broom  Building  looking  back 
at  the  annex  added  in  1947. 


President  Kethles'  had  the 
satisfaction  of  living  to  see  stately 
oaks,  cvpress,  and  other  native 
trees  luxuriantly  growing  on  the 
existing  campus.  The  flowering 
shrub  is  a  hawthorne.  President 
Kefhiev  used  leftover  brick  to 
design  the  original  of  the  brick 
columns  that  flank  campus 
drives.  In  the  early  years  of  the 
institution,  chains  were  fastened 
to  iron  posts  at  major  entrances  at 
night  to  keep  out  unwanted  cars. 


\ 
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On  October  2,  1965,  Martin  T, 
King,  Jr.,  president  of  the  Delta 
State  Alumni  Association,  in 
behalf  of  his  fellow  alumni 
dedicated  a  sundial  as  a  memorial 
to  President  W.  M.  Kethley.  King 
spoke  to  those  assembled  for  that 
homecoming: 

Many  students  kyiew  him  personally- 
knew  him  as  a  dedicated  teacher,  wise 
counselor,  andafirm  friend,  onewho 
never  forgot  and  never  let  us  forget 
"  the  purpose  of  the  meeting."  .  .  .Yie 
of  the  Delta  State  Alumni  Association 
need  no  visible  reminder  of  all  that 
Mr.  Kethley  meant  to  the  college  and 
to  us.  But,  that  others  too  may  know, 
we  have  erected  a  sundial  as  a  token  of 
the  respect,  the  admiration,  and  the 
affection  wehadforhim.  The  sundial 
brings  to  mind  thoughts  of  sereneand 
gracious  living  and  suggests  a  love  of 
the  outdoors.  The  fact  that  a  sundial 
counts  only  the  sunny  hours 
etnphasizes  the  value  of  happy 
memories,  and  the  ancieiit  origin  of 
this  time-telling  device  indicates  the 
continuity  of  life. 

The  sundial  was  originally 
placed  in  the  small  circle,  once  a 
part  of  the  quadrangle,  in  front  of 
Scott  Hall.  With  the  erection  of 
the  Union  which  covered  the  site, 
the  sundial  was  moved  to  the 
front  of  W.  B.  Roberts  Librarv. 
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President  Kethltn's  love  of  trees 
and  growing  things  is  a 
continuing  reminder  of  his  ideal 
that  beauty  is  a  part  of  the 
education  of  his  "chillun."  It  is 
appropriate  that  the  hall  {left) 
which  bears  his  name  faces  the 
tree-lined  quadrangle — the 
distinguishing  feature  of  the 
campus. 
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V  The 
Ewing  Years 

1956-1971 


James  Milton  Ewing,  president, 
September  1,  1956-July  31,  1971. 
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hen  William  Kethley  announced  his  resignation  after  serv- 
ing thirty  years  as  president  of  Delta  State,  the  Board  of  Trustees 
of  Institutions  of  Higher  Learning  started  a  search  for  his  succes- 
sor. The  search  ended  with  James  Milton  Ewing,  the  third  presi- 
dent of  Delta  State  College.  Ewing  came  to  Delta  State  on 
September  1,  1956,  after  serving  at  Copiah-Lincoln  Junior  Col- 
lege, Wesson,  Mississippi,  from  1922  to  1956,  the  last  twenty- 
four  years  of  which  were  as  president  of  that  institution. 

President  Ewing  was  born  at  Vaughan,  Mississippi,  on  De- 
cember 2,  1901,  the  son  of  James  Anderson  and  Susie  Eleanor 
Pepper  Ewing.  Following  grammar  school  at  Vaughan,  he  at- 
tended Yazoo  County  High  School  where  he  graduated  in  1918. 
For  the  next  four  years,  he  attended  Mississippi  Agricultural  and 
Mechanical  College,  now  Mississippi  State  University,  receiving 
the  Bachelor  of  Science  degree  in  1922.  Ewing  was  awarded  the 
Master  of  Arts  degree  from  Teachers  College,  Columbia  Univer- 
sity, during  sessions  from  1929  to  1932.  In  1958,  Millsaps  College 
awarded  Ewing  the  honorary  LL.D.  Dr.  Ewing  was  married  to 
the  former  Margaret  ("Maggie")  Flowers  of  Brookhaven.  At  the 
time  the  Ewings  came  to  Cleveland  their  son,  James  Milton 
Ewing,  Jr. ,  was  teaching  in  Jackson  and  their  daughter  Margaret 
was  a  student  at  Millsaps  College. 

The  thirty-second  session  of  Delta  State  College  opened  on 
September  19,  1956.  The  dean  of  the  college.  Dr.  Joe  Farrar, 
presided  while  H.  G.  Carpenter  of  Rolling  Fork,  chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  Institutions  of  Higher  Learning,  presented 
James  M.  Ewing  as  the  newly  elected  president  of  Delta  State.  In 
his  opening  statement,  President  Ewing  pledged  his  full  sup- 
port to  the  college  and  its  activities.  Following  Ewings  address, 
Walter  Sillers,  speaker  of  the  Mississippi  House  of  Representa- 
tives, commented  briefly.  Sillers  had  been  present  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  college  thirty-one  years  before. 

The  philosophy  of  the  new  president  was  evident  in  his  first 
remarks.  He  stressed  the  hope  that  the  institution  would  "con- 
tinue and  expand  the  many  opportunities  for  music,  art,  drama, 
and  every  phase  of  the  program."  He  added,  "The  religious  life 
of  an  institution  is  undoubtedly  the  most  lasting  influence  on  the 
student.  Delta  State  has  the  reputation  throughout  the  state  for 
high  ideals  and  ethical  standards.  'What  shall  it  profit  a  man  if  he 


Mrs.  Ewing  contributed 
unstintingly  of  her  musical 
talents.  One  of  her  traditional 
activities  was  to  lead  the  singing 
at  the  Faculty  Wives'  annual 
Christmas  dessert  buffet. 
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gain  the  whole  world  and  lose  his  soul?'  It  will  be  my  ambition  to 
help  further  this  influence  and  philosophy  in  every  way  possi- 
ble." 

The  tenure  of  James  M.  Ewing  as  president  was  to  last  for 
fifteen  years.  This  period  was  one  of  growth  for  the  institution 
not  only  in  students  but  in  buildings  to  keep  pace  with  the  needs 
of  a  growing  student  body. 

Ewing  stated  in  his  opening  address  to  the  faculty  in  1956  that 
his  primary  intention  was  to  provide  physical  facilities.  He  reit- 
erated this  responsibility  in  his  address  in  September,  1957.  He 
stated,  "I  consider  my  major  responsibility  to  be  that  of  provid- 
ing facilities — used  in  the  broad  sense — for  the  teaching  faculty 
to  render  service  to  the  young  people  enrolled  as  students.  I 
have  not  and  shall  not  depart  from  this  objective." 

The  next  fifteen  years  proved  his  statement  true.  To  the  cam- 
pus Ewing  added  a  president's  home,  six  groups  of  dormitories, 
two  groups  of  married  student  apartments,  a  coliseum,  four 
classroom  and  office  buildings,  a  cafeteria,  and  a  library  build- 
ing. He  also  enclosed  and  remodeled  the  swimming  pool  into  a 
natatorium  and  built  a  new  football  stadium.  Dr.  Ewing  has 
been  described  as  a  builder,  and  the  record  he  accomplished 
bears  out  this  statement.  The  purpose  of  the  building  program 
was  to  provide  facilities  for  a  growing  academic  program. 

Soon  after  taking  office.  President  Ewing  gave  thought  to 
changes  he  felt  might  be  needed  for  Delta  State.  On  October  31, 
1956,  in  the  first  year  of  his  administration.  President  Ewing 
addressed  a  letter  and  shortly  thereafter  called  a  meeting  of  the 
officers  and  directors  of  the  Alumni  Association.  At  the  meeting 
he  asked,  "What  can  we  do  to  get  Delta  State  rolling?"  Ray  Ricks 
recalls  vividly  that  Robert  Taylor  gave  a  "speech  that  made  us  all 
proud!"  Following  suggestions  made  at  the  meeting,  later  in  the 
year  H.  L.  Nowell,  an  alumnus,  was  appointed  as  a  paid  part- 
time  alumni  secretary  in  addition  to  his  duties  as  dean  of  men 
and  dean  of  students.  Though  Nowell  was  Delta  State's  first  paid 
(part-time)  alumni  secretary,  the  work  of  the  Alumni  Associa- 
tion had  been  carried  on  by  a  number  of  faculty  and  staff  com- 
mittees as  a  labor  of  love.  Alumni  activity  started  in  1929  with  a 
meeting  of  the  first  graduating  class. 

Other  changes  were  suggested.  In  the  fall  of  1956,  President 
Ewing  appointed  a  special  committee  to  study  the  desirability  of 
changing  from  the  quarter  system  to  the  semester  system.  In 


1957,  the  major  task  for  this  study  fell  to  a  subcommittee  of  the 
Faculty  Studies  Committee.  John  Gibson  served  as  chairman 
with  R.  L.  Caylor,  Ralph  Hitt,  William  F.  LaForge,  and  Katie  D. 
Mauldin  as  members.  Dean  T.  D.  Young,  chairman  of  the  full 
Faculty  Studies  Committee,  presented  the  report  to  the  faculty 
on  March  10,  1958,  recommending  that  the  college  move  from 
the  quarter  system  to  the  semester  system  as  soon  as  possible.  It 
was  agreed  to  make  the  change  beginning  in  the  fall  of  1959. 
During  the  first  year  of  his  tenure  as  president,  James  M. 
Ewing  requested  an  outside  study  committee  to  make  recom- 
mendations for  improving  the  program  of  Delta  State  College. 
The  visiting  committee  was  composed  of  Dr.  James  W. 
Reynolds,  chairman.  University  of  Texas;  Dr.  Alton  Bryant,  pro- 
vost. University  of  Mississippi;  Dr.  Charles  P.  Hogarth,  presi- 
dent, Mississippi  State  College  for  Women;  Dr.  E.  R.  Jobe, 
executive  secretary,  Board  of  Trustees,  Institutions  of  Higher 
Learning;  Dr.  William  D.  McCain,  president,  Mississippi  South- 
ern College;  and  Dr.  T.  K.  Martin,  dean.  School  of  Education, 
Mississippi  State  College. 


H.  G.  Carpenter  presenting  the 
newly  elected  president — Seated 
(left  to  right)  are  Walter  Sillers, 
President  Ewing,  Reverend  C.  A. 
Webb  of  the  Cleveland  First 
Baptist  Church,  and  Dean  Farrar. 
The  ceremony  was  held 
September  19,  1956,  on  the  stage 
of  Broom  Memorial  Auditorium. 
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H.  L.  Nowell,  first  paid 
(part-time)  alumni  secretary. 
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{Top)  Included  among  the  group  present  at  the  alumni  meeting  were  (sealed): 
Leila  Lyle  Wilkinson,  Jack  Sutphin;  (standing):  Lamar  Beevers,  Ben  Stallings 
(president),  Ray  Ricks,  Elizabeth  Zeigel  Winter,  James  Young,  Robert  Taylor, 
Halton  Brown  (secretary),  Billy  Stephenson  (treasurer).  Also  present  was 
Gladys  Castle,  not  shown  because  she  made  the  picture.  President  Ewing  is 
seated  at  the  conference  table.  Other  directors  invited  but  either  not  in  the 
picture  or  not  present  were  Robert  M.  Day,  Frank  John  Loyacono,  Robert 
Powell,  Allen  McClure,  C.  J.  Richardson,  Janeil  Pickett,  Nell  Jones  Pitts, 
Clinton  Darby,  Louis  Kaplan,  Ralph  Smith,  Martin  T.  King,  Jr.,  Howard 
Carpenter,  B.  F.  Smith,  Percy  Funchess,  W.  D.  McCain,  Hyram  Gerrard, 
Warner  H.  Ballard,  Chandler  Worley,  and  H.  L.  Nowell. 
(Ahove)  Representative  of  the  strong  ties  and  support  of  the  alumni  are  (center) 
Chandler  Worley,  alumni  association  president  for  1947-1948  and  1948-1949, 
and  other  officers  H.  L.  Nowell,  Martha  Anne  Jepsen  Robertson,  Maxine 
Boggan  House,  and  B.  F.  Smith. 


On  April  18,  1957,  the  special  study  committee  reported  its 
"Recommendations  for  Improving  the  Program  of  Delta  State 
College."  The  study  was  divided  into  several  parts  with  recom- 
mendations under  each. 

1.  Liberal  Arts  and  Business  Administration  Curriculum 

a.  The  liberal  arts  program  should  serve  as  a  broad  base  on 
which  specialization  is  built.  The  Committee  found  wide 
support  among  the  faculty  for  the  contribution  to  the 
students'  education  which  can  be  made  by  a  sound  liberal 
arts  program.  This  philosophy  was  much  the  same  as  that 
on  which  Delta  State  was  built.  However,  the  Study 
Committee  members  believed  that  the  addition  of  new 
departments  and  new  courses  should  be  evaluated  care- 
fully. 

b.  The  business  administration  curriculum  should  be 
examined  closely  for  possible  additional  courses  in 
finance,  statistics,  and  economics  to  round  out  the  pro- 
gram. The  Committee  suggested  the  need  for  additional 
equipment  in  the  business  area  as  well  as  in  the  sciences. 

c.  The  library  was  recognized  as  the  heart  of  the  college  and 
should  be  supported  for  the  purchase  of  additional  books 
which  in  turn  would  require  additional  staff. 

d.  The  Study  Committee  recommended  that  techniques  be 
developed  to  enable  members  of  the  faculty  to  teach  more 
students.  Larger  classes  would  reduce  the  per  capita  cost 
of  instruction  and  thereby  make  possible  reduction  in 
faculty  classes. 


In  1956-1957  Coach  Ray  Ricks' 
team  completed  the  best  won-loss 
record  in  Delta  State's  history 
when  it  finished  21-4,  a  .840 
percentage.  Members  of  the  team 
include  {kneeling  from  left):  Coach 
Ricks  and  Assistant  Coach 
Richard  Harris;  standing  left  to 
right:  Phil  Cummins,  Therell 
Luke,  Bobby  Liles,  George 
Hamner,  Dick  Rogaisis,  loe 
Smith,  Roman  Heleniak,  Tony 
Pantini,  Don  Smith,  James  Cates, 
Wayne  Lee,  George  Whittaker, 
Paul  Baker,  Robert  Pope,  and 
Ronnie  Junker.  Ricks  served  as 
head  men's  basketball  coach  from 
1947  to  1962  and  guided  the 
Statesmen  to  a  216-126-1  mark  in 
his  fifteen  years  of  coaching. 
Three  of  his  teams  advanced  to 
the  NAIA  tournament,  and  Ricks 
received  a  special  award  from  the 
NAIA  for  his  service  to 
intercollegiate  athletics. 
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Ralph  and  Dorothy 
Franklin — One  year  after  he  came 
to  Cleveland,  President  Ewing 
brought  to  the  campus  two 
persons  who  had  served  with  him 
at  Copiah-Lincoln  Junior  College. 
Ralph  and  Dorothy  Franklin,  a 
husband-wife  team,  came  to 
direct  the  band  and  a  girls' 
performing  group  called  the  Delta 
Belles.  The  band  and  belles 
appeared  at  various  public 
functions  including  athletic 
games,  parades,  on  TV  programs, 
and  other  concert-show 
performances. 
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e.  Faculty  reading  groups  and  faculty  discussion  groups 
could  be  of  value  in  raising  the  intellectual  interests  and 
activity  of  the  faculty.  A  visiting  scholar  program  would 
act  to  further  stimulate  faculty  and  student  thinking. 

2.  Teacher  Education 

The  Committee  found  that  the  faculty  of  Delta  State  substan- 
tially agreed  that  the  central  responsibility  of  the  college  is 
that  of  providing  an  educational  program  for  teachers.  Sev- 
eral points  were  made  in  regard  to  teacher  education: 

a.  The  responsibility  for  curriculum  development  and  im- 
provement should  be  centered  in  the  Office  of  the  Dean  of 
the  College.  He  should  serve  as  ex  officio  chairman  of  the 
Curriculum  Committee  and  give  active  leadership  to  the 
Committee.  A  subcommittee  of  the  Curriculum  Commit- 
tee should  be  a  Committee  on  Teacher  Education. 

b.  The  liberal  arts  should  play  a  dual  role  in  the  teacher- 
education  program;  that  of  providing  a  broad  base  of  arts 
and  science  courses  for  all  prospective  teachers  regard- 
less of  the  field  or  level  at  which  teacher  candidates  will  be 
carrying  on  instruction;  providing  the  substantive  part  of 
the  education  of  prospective  teachers;  and  that  arts  and 
sciences  departments  should  assume  responsibility  of 
scheduling  methods  courses  for  prospective  teachers  in 
secondary  schools,  as  well  as  designating  a  member  of 
the  department  to  supervise  the  students  in  cooperation 
with  the  Education  Department. 

c.  A  major  recommendation  affecting  the  teacher  education 
program  was  that  the  present  campus  demonstration 
school  should  be  eliminated. 

3.  Administration 

The  Study  Committee  recommended  additional  staff  to  the 
administrative  organization  of  the  college.  This  would  in- 
clude in  addition  to  the  Dean  of  the  College  and  Financial 
Secretary,  a  Dean  of  Student  Affairs  and  an  Office  of  Execu- 
tive Affairs  and  Development.  Each  of  the  four  offices  would 
supervise  a  segment  of  the  administrative  responsibility  of 
the  college.  The  Committee  expanded  its  remarks  on  each  of 
the  administrative  divisions. 

Most  of  the  recommendations  of  the  study  committee  have 
been  implemented  in  modified  form  over  a  period  of  years.  One 
recommendation  immediately  adopted  concerned  the  discon- 
tinuance of  the  Hill  Demonstration  School.  A  plan  of  operation 
for  this  implementation  was  sent  to  the  Board  of  Trustees,  In- 
stitutions of  Higher  Learning,  and  approved  by  the  board  on 
April  18,  1957.  The  Hill  Demonstration  School  was  accordingly 


discontinued  as  a  unit  of  Delta  State  College  during  the  1957- 
1958  school  year. 

By  the  close  of  his  first  year  President  Ewing  had  made 
changes  in  faculty  and  staff,  and,  as  announced  at  the  opening 
faculty  meeting  on  September  7, 1957,  they  included  the  follow- 
ing: Dr.  Thomas  Daniel  Young,  dean  of  the  college  and  professor 
of  English;  Dr.  William  F.  LaForge,  head  of  the  department  of 
social  science  and  professor  of  history;  Dr.  Ralph  Flitt,  head  of 
the  division  of  languages  and  literature  and  professor  of  English; 
Dr.  Harvey  Craft,  assistant  professor  of  English;  Dr.  George 
Muns,  head  of  the  department  of  music  and  associate  professor 
of  music;  Irby  Ellis,  assistant  professor  of  economics  and  politi- 
cal science;  and  Ralph  Franklin,  band  director  and  assistant 
professor  of  music. 
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The  Delta  Belles. 
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The  Delta  Belles. 


Ralph  Franklin  (ft);' /c'/O  and  one  of  his  Delta  State  marching  bands. 
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The  new  dean  of  the  college,  Thomas  Daniel  Young,  came  to 
Delta  State  July  1, 1957,  from  Mississippi  Southern  College,  now 
the  University  of  Southern  Mississippi,  where  he  was  professor 
of  English  and  chairman  of  the  department  of  English.  Dr. 
Young  received  the  Bachelor  of  Science  degree  from  Mississippi 
Southern  in  1941,  the  Master  of  Arts  degree  from  the  University 
of  Mississippi  in  1948,  and  the  Doctor  of  Philosophy  degree  at 
Vanderbilt  University  in  1950.  The  new  dean  brought  with  him  a 
reputation  as  a  scholar  in  American  literature.  He  had  authored 
two  books,  ]ack  London  and  the  Era  of  Social  Protest  (1950)  and  The 
Literature  of  the  South  (1952).  He  had  served  as  president  of  the 
Southern  Literary  Festival  Association,  1952-1953;  chairman  of 
the  English  Commission  of  the  Mississippi  Association  of  Col- 
leges, 1952-1953;  coordinator  of  the  General  Education  Confer- 
ence, 1953;  and  president  of  the  American  Studies  Association 
of  Lower  Mississippi,  1955-1957,  as  well  as  holding  membership 
in  a  number  of  educational  organizations. 

Although  President  Ewing  stated  in  earlier  remarks  to  the 
faculty  that  his  primary  responsibility  as  president  was  to  pro- 
vide facilities  for  the  teaching  of  the  young  people,  he  did  not 
neglect  an  emphasis  on  the  need  for  students  to  take  the  oppor- 
tunity afforded  them  to  obtain  an  education.  In  an  address  to  the 
students  at  the  opening  assembly  on  September  11,  1958,  Presi- 
dent Ewing  gave  evidence  of  his  interest  in  high  academic 
standards  and  the  responsibility  of  the  students  who  attended 
Delta  State.  He  stated  that  "from  its  inception  Delta  State  has 
chosen  to  have  and  maintain  high  academic  standards."  He 
advised  the  students  that  "study  is  the  price  that  must  be  paid 
for  education."  In  addition,  he  remarked: 

Since  the  launching  of  Sputnik  I  last  October  you  have  heard 
much  about  quality  education.  There  has  been  a  backwash  of 
criticism  from  the  new  "satellite-created  educational  experts" 
who  accuse  you  of  this  generation  as  being  educationally  soft. 
For  my  own  part  I  resent  most  of  this  accusation.  At  the  same 
time  it  is  my  responsibility  to  direct  your  attention  to  the  fact  that 
you  are  a  part  of  the  Space  Age.  If  you  expect  to  assume  the 
responsibilities  which  are,  and  will  be  yours,  you  have  no  choice 
but  to  avail  yourself  of  the  educational  opportunities  provided 
by  the  excellent  faculty  of  Delta  State  College. 

Ewing  concluded  his  remarks  with  this  statement:  "Delta  State 
has  had  a  little  motto  which  terms  it  'The  Friendliest  School  in 


Thomas  Daniel  Young,  dean  of 
the  college  and  professor  of 
English,  1957-1961. 
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Dixie.'  Your  choice  this  year  will  determine  whether  this  is  true 
or  false." 

President  Ewing  came  to  Delta  State  at  a  time  when  enroll- 
ment of  students  had  begun  to  increase  each  year.  This  made  his 
task  as  builder  much  easier  when  requesting  funds  for  addi- 
tional dormitories  and  other  buildings.  The  fifteen  years  of  his 
tenure  relate  a  remarkable  story  of  expansion  of  facilities. 

The  president's  home,  constructed  in  1927,  was  deemed  in- 
adequate for  the  growing  institution.  Therefore,  one  of  the  first 
buildings  constructed  was  a  new  home  for  the  president  of  Delta 
State  College.  The  residence  was  completed  in  1957  on  campus 
property  across  from  the  residences  on  the  corner  of  Fifth  Ave- 
nue and  College  Row. 

President  Ewing,  in  an  address  to  the  assembly  opening  the 
new  quarter  on  December  17, 1958,  gave  a  report  on  the  planned 
physical  expansion  for  the  next  few  years.  The  1956  legislature 
had  appropriated  $250,000  "which  might  have  been  used  for  a 
field  house  and  other  purposes."  Consideration  was  at  first  for 
an  educational  building,  later  changed  to  a  physical  education 
building,  and  then  a  coliseum.  After  surveying  the  needs  and 
architect's  report,  it  was  found  that  the  amount  was  insufficient 
to  build  the  field  house.  Ewing  felt  it  was  wise  to  wait  until  after 
the  next  legislative  session  to  secure  additional  funds.  He 
added. 

The  State  Building  Commission  made  available  $250,000  in  addi- 
tional funds  giving  a  total  of  $500,000  for  a  Physical  Education- 
Field  House  building.  Bids  were  received  on  November  19  for 
construction  of  the  building.  To  our  dismay  the  closest  bids 
available  ran  more  than  $100,000  over  the  $500,000  allocation. 
We  are  now  in  the  process  of  making  architectural  changes  in  the 
building.  We  expect  to  be  able  to  award  a  contract  by  spring. 

Concerning  other  buildings.  President  Ewing  stated. 

Every  public  college  in  the  state  system,  except  Delta  State  has 
begun  construction  of  new  dormitories.  All  of  the  additional 
dormitories  being  built  are  financed  by  loans  from  the  Federal 
Government,  to  be  paid  by  an  increase  in  the  student  room  rent. 
Two  years  ago  this  fall  with  an  enrollment  of  527  students  we  had 
two  vacant  dormitories — Woolfolk  and  Hardee.  With  this  situa- 
tion it  would  have  been  foolish  to  borrow  money,  and  actually  it 
would  have  been  impossible  to  secure  the  loan.  This  fall  with  all 
dormitories  filled  by  an  increase  of  50  percent  in  student  enroll- 
ment during  the  two  years,  we  felt  justified  and  impelled  to 
request  a  loan.  On  December  8  we  received  official  notice  that 
our  request  for  a  loan  of  $925,000  had  been  approved. 


President  Ewing's  advice  that 
"study  is  the  price  that  must  be 
paid  for  education"  is  heeded  by 
Jo  Hardin,  Bobby  Moore,  and 
Ruth  Sorrels.  Professional 
librarian  Mrs.  John  White 
Valentine  is  seated. 


Architects  began  working  on  plans  that  called  for  a  sixty- 
four-room  women's  dormitory  and  a  sixty-four-room  dormitory 
for  men  to  accommodate  a  total  of  256  students.  In  addition,  the 
plans  called  for  thirty  units  for  married  students.  Construction 
would  begin  before  the  opening  of  school  in  1959.  President 
Ewing  hoped  they  would  be  ready  for  September,  1960. 

President  Ewing  reported  further  that  "the  latest  building 
project  is  for  a  new  classroom  building."  The  Administrative 
Advisory  Council  recommended  the  building  be  for  music  and, 
if  financially  possible,  for  speech  and  art.  The  plan  was  ap- 
proved by  the  Board  of  Trustees  and  the  State  Building  Commis- 


The  Ewing  home  during  the 
Christmas  season. 
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sion. 


Mature  students  become  an 
established  part  of  the  student 
body.  In  August,  1958,  Jack 
VVilbourne  Pierce's  newly  earned 
diploma  was  recorded  by  his 
daughter  Becky  while  his  wife 
and  son  Harold  Kenneth  looked 
on.  Jack  received  a  B.  S.  degree 
and  was  a  first  honor  graduate  at 
the  10:00  .A.M.  exercises  held  in 
Broom  Auditorium. 


Senator  James  O.  Eastland  was 
the  1958  spring  commencement 
speaker.  Awaiting  the 
processional  band  music  were 
{left)  President  Ewing  {uppier  left) 
Rev.  C.  A.  Webb,  pastor  of  the 
First  Baptist  Church,  Cleveland 
and  {behind  Eastland)  Dean  T.  D. 
Young.  The  exercises  were  held  at 
6:00  P.M   on  the  tree-lined 
quadrangle. 
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The  building  schedule  as  outlined  on  December  17,  1958, 
became  a  reality  in  1960  and  1961.  Walter  Sillers  Coliseum, 
Zeigel  Fine  Arts  Hall,  Cain-Tatum  Dormitory,  and  Caylor- 
Williams  Dormitory  were  dedicated  Ln  a  joint  ceremony  on  Jan- 
uary 19,  1961,  by  Ross  Barnett,  governor  of  Mississippi. 

The  first  building  completed  was  the  women's  dormitory  to  be 
known  as  Cain-Tatum  Hall.  This  dormitory  was  the  first  campus 
residence  hall  in  Mississippi  to  be  equipped  with  winter  and 
summer  temperature  control. This  feature,  unique  at  the  time, 
was  the  result  of  an  effort  by  Dr.  Ewing  in  conversation  with 
Walter  Sillers,  speaker  of  the  State  House  of  Representatives,  or 
so  the  story  goes. 

The  next  dormitory  completed,  Caylor-Williams,  is  known 
today  as  Whittington- Williams  Hall,  men's  dormitory.  Whitting- 
ton-WUIiams  was  originally  dedicated  as  Caylor-Williams  Hall, 
honoring  Dr.  R.  L.  Caylor,  head  of  the  department  of  science  at 
Delta  State  College  for  twenty-one  years.  His  name  was  moved 
later  to  a  new  science  building  completed  in  1970-1971.  It  was  at 
this  time  (December  10, 1970)  that  the  Whittington  Wing  was  so 
named  and  dedicated. 


Cain-Tatum  Dormitory — The  Cain  Wing  honors  sisters  Ethel  and  Maud  Cain.  Ethel 
Cain  served  as  head  of  the  Division  of  Health,  Physical  Education,  and  Recreation 
for  twenty-eight  years.  Her  high  standards  and  attainment  are  reflected  in  modern 
curricula  and  the  success  of  her  alumni.  Maud  Cain  served  for  twenty-eight  years 
as  sixth  grade  teacher  in  the  campus  demonstration  school.  The  Tatum  Wing  is 
named  for  Dr.  Georgia  Lee  Tatum  Hoskins  who  came  to  the  college  in  1926,  one 
year  after  the  school  opened.  She  served  as  professor  of  history  until  her 
retirement  in  1956. 

(Beloiv)  Continuous  attempts  have  been  made  through  the  years  to  control 
the  mosquito.  Pictured  is  a  truck  with  a  fogging  machine  set  in  the  back 
which  once  covered  campus  drives  three  times  a  week  during  mosquito 
season. 


Dr.  Georgia 
Lee  Tatum. 
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(Below)  William  Madison 
Whittington 


Whittingtttn-VVillianib  Hall — The  Whittington  Wing  (originally  dedicated  a.s 
Caylor  Wing)  is  named  in  memory  of  William  Madison  Whittington.  A  state 
senator  during  the  early  1920s  and  a  congressman  from  the  Third 
Congressional  District  for  thirteen  consecutive  terms,  he  was  considered  a 
specialist  in  flood  control.  The  Williams  Wing  honors  Wirt  Alfred  Williams, 
professor  of  history  and  head  of  the  Department  of  Social  Science  from  the 
opening  of  the  college  in  1925  until  his  retirement  in  1954. 


Wirt  Alfred  Williams. 


Aerial  view  which  includes 
Walter  Sillers  Coliseum,  Hugh  L. 
White  Stadium  Dormitory,  Delta 
Field  (at  that  time),  tennis  courts, 
and  a  golf  course. 
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The  third  construction  project  completed  in  1960  as  a  part  of 
the  federal  government  loan  of  $925,000  was  the  married  stu- 
dent apartments.  Located  in  what  was  one  time  the  "hog  lot" 
and  later  the  area  for  the  campus  incinerator,  these  apartments 
are  modern  in  design  and  are  filled  to  capacity  at  all  times. 

The  two  other  buOdings  completed  during  the  first  major 
physical  facilities  expansion  under  the  administration  of  Presi- 
dent Ewing  were  Walter  Sillers  Coliseum  and  Zeigel  Fine  Arts 
Hall.  The  Sillers  Coliseum  has  a  seating  capacity  for  athletic 
events  of  3,500  and  for  stage  events  of  about  5,000.  The  coliseum 
was  primarily  designed  for  men's  physical  education,  housing 
the  offices  of  the  faculty  for  this  department  and  for  the  athletic 
program,  in  addition  to  classrooms.  Itcosta  total  of  $653,  431.65. 
Zeigel  Fine  Arts  Hall  was  completed  in  1961  at  a  cost  of 
$268,328.55  for  use  by  the  departments  of  art  and  music. 


Married  Students 
Apartments — The  thirty  units 
consist  of  twenty  units  with  t'svo 
bedrooms  and  ten  units  with  one 
bedroom. 
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Walter  Sillers  Coliseum — The 
coliseum  was  named  in  honor  of 
Walter  Sillers,  Jr.,  of  Rosedale, 
who  ser\'ed  as  a  member  of  the 
Mississippi  legislature  and  as 
speaker  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  many  years. 
Keenly  interested  in  higher 
education.  Sillers  showed 
unusual  loyalt\'  and  devotion  to 
Delta  State  College.  His 
friendship  dates  back  to  the 
founding  days  at  which  time  he 
gave  support  to  its  location  at 
Cleveland.  Presidents  Kethley 
and  Ewing  both  worked  closely 
with  this  influential  legislator  and 
Deltan  for  the  betterment  of  Delta 
State.  (The  Stadium  Dormitory  is 
shown  to  the  right.) 


Representative  Walter  Sillers  of 
Rosedale. 

Family  members  tour  Zeigel  Hall 
on  Dedication  Day — Left  to  right: 
Dr.  Marguerite  Zeigel  Hedberg 
(daughter).  Dr.  William  H. 
Zeigel,  Jr.  (son).  Dr.  Howard  V. 
Zeigel  (son),  Mrs.  William  H. 
Zeigel,  Jr.,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Zeigel 
Winter  (daughter),  William  N. 
Zeigel  (grandson),  and  R.  Milton 
Winter  (grandson.) 
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Zeigel  Fine  Arts  Hall  was  named  for  the  late  Dr.  William  Henry  Zeigel,  who 
came  to  Delta  State  as  academic  dean  when  the  college  opened  in  1925  and 
served  until  his  retirement  in  1947. 
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"Boo"  Ferriss  tries  a  snowball  on 
the  campus  to  keep  his  pitching 
arm  in  shape. 


During  this  building  period,  other  changes  were  being  made 
in  the  faculty  and  administration.  At  the  opening  faculty  meet- 
ing on  September  11,  1959,  President  Ewing  announced  the 
following  new  personnel  and  changes  of  title:  Mac  G .  McRaney , 
dean  of  student  personnel  and  director  of  admissions,  who 
came  to  the  campus  from  Murray  State  College;  Forest  Earl 
Wyatt,  head  and  associate  professor  of  the  division  of  health, 
physical  education,  and  recreation  (Wyatt  had  been  on  the  fac- 
ulty for  a  number  of  years  and  replaced  Ethel  Cain  who  retired); 
Margaret  Wade,  assistant  professor  of  health,  physical  educa- 
tion, and  recreation,  who  came  to  the  faculty  from  Cleveland 
High  School  where  she  had  been  a  successful  women's  basket- 
ball coach;  David  M.  ("Boo")  Ferriss,  assistant  to  the  president 
and  director  of  athletics,  a  former  major  league  pitcher  with  the 
Boston  Red  Sox;  Jesse  Steven  White,  head  of  the  division  of 
science  and  associate  professor  biology;  and  Jim  Williams, 
supervisor  of  the  bookstore,  "The  Mill." 

In  his  address  to  the  students  on  September  15,  1960,  Dr. 
Ewing  was  pleased  to  report  an  enrollment  of  approximately  950 
students,  the  largest  in  Delta  State's  history  representing  a  92 
percent  increase  during  the  past  five  years.  He  did  not  neglect 
advice  to  the  students,  stating:  "It  is  our  responsibility  as 
teachers  to  provide  for  you  excellence  of  instruction,  encour- 
agement, and  inspiration  for  learning.  If  we  fulfill  our  obliga- 
tions as  teachers,  we  must  engender  in  you  a  vision  and  desire 
for  personal  growth  and  character  development,  an  attitude  of 
accepting  responsibility,  and  a  respect  for  educational  excel- 
lence." Ewing  praised  the  faculty,  noting,  "We  are  very  proud 
indeed  of  the  Delta  State  faculty.  I'll  match  it  teacher  for  teacher 
with  any  faculty  in  Mississippi." 

The  next  year  brought  additional  faculty  and  staff  which  in- 
cluded Maxine  Boggan  Holcombe  to  the  department  of  art,  John 
White  Valentine  to  the  department  of  business,  Mary  Kimbriel 
Wiggins  to  the  department  of  education,  and  Dr.  Maria  Butler, 
Dr.  M.  M.  Landau,  and  Lee  Kahn,  Jr.,  to  the  department  of 
languages  and  literature. 

President  Ewing  also  introduced  Dr.  James  Hayes  McLendon 
as  dean  of  the  college  to  replace  Dr.  T.  D.  Young,  who  resigned  to 
accept  a  position  at  Vanderbilt  University. 
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James  Hayes  McLendon,  dean  of 
the  college  and  professor  of 
history,  1961-1967. 

Dean  of  Student  Personnel  and 
Director  of  Admissions  Mac  G. 
McRaney  came  to  Delta  State  as 
the  institution  was  beginning  to 
experience  rapid  growth.  Betty 
Branch  became  the  one 
thousandth  student  to  register  for 
the  1960-1961  session.  Ralph 
Washington  in  the  background 
awaits  his  turn. 


Mrs.  James  H.  McLendon,  uifeof 
the  dean  of  the  college,  ser\-es 
punch  in  the  Ewing  home  to  Mrs. 
Hugh  C.  Smith,  Mrs.  A.  C. 
Whittemore  II,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Forest  Wvatt,  and  Mrs.  LawtonK. 
Owen. 
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The  rapid  growth  of  the  sixties  brought  to  the  campus  (center)  "Charlie"  and 
her  friends  Lady  Jane  Castle  and  Pat  Wicker.  Charlotte  ("Charlie")  Ann 
Carroll  of  Walthall  had  an  exciting  1962-1963  year  as  "Miss  Mississippi."  In 
the  1962  "Miss  America"  competition  she  won  the  talent  award  and  was 
named  one  of  the  ten  finalists. 


Dr.  McLendon  was  a  native  of  Simpson  County,  Mississippi. 
Following  graduation  from  Mendenhall  High  School  he  at- 
tended Mississippi  College,  where  he  received  the  Bachelor  of 
Arts  degree  in  1931.  After  teaching  school  for  a  number  of  years 
McLendon  took  the  Master  of  Arts  degree  at  the  University  of 
Texas  in  1937.  During  World  War  II  he  served  in  the  U.S.  Navy. 
Following  the  war  he  continued  in  the  Naval  Reserve,  attaining 
the  rank  of  commander.  He  also  continued  his  graduate  educa- 
tion at  the  University  of  Texas  where  he  received  the  Doctor  of 
Philosophy  degree  in  history  in  1949.  Following  this.  Dr. 
McLendon  joined  the  faculty  of  Mississippi  State  University  as 
associate  professor  of  history.  In  1956  he  was  named  registrar  at 
Mississippi  State,  a  position  he  held  until  coming  to  Delta  State 
College  on  August  15,  1961. 

As  Delta  State  entered  the  decade  of  the  1960s,  the  school 
experienced  a  rapid  growth  in  students  and  a  corresponding 
need  for  additional  faculty  and  staff,  with  all  areas  experiencing 
expansion.  In  the  year  1959-1960  Delta  State  reached  a  million- 
dollar  budget  for  the  first  time.  The  year  also  brought  an  effort  to 
maintain  standards  and  accreditation. 

The  college  completed  an  institutional  self-study  for  the 
Southern  Association  of  Colleges  and  Schools  in  October,  1962, 
covering  a  two-year  period.  The  self-study  resulted  in  full  reac- 
creditation  from  that  regional  accrediting  agency  in  1963.  During 
the  same  period  a  National  Council  for  the  Accreditation  of 
Teacher  Education  self-study  report  was  completed  on  the 
teacher  education  program.  Although  this  was  a  separate  study, 
some  parts  of  the  two  overlapped.  Delta  State  gained  full  reac- 
creditation  by  NCATE  in  1963.  Both  efforts  reaffirmed  the 
determination  of  Delta  State  to  maintain  a  quality  education 
program  within  all  areas  of  the  school. 

With  the  increase  in  students  in  the  sixties.  Dr.  Ewing  con- 
tinued his  effort  to  expand  the  facilities  of  the  college.  At  the 
opening  assembly  on  September  19,  1963,  he  announced  a  stu- 
dent enrollment  of  1,400,  a  great  increase  over  the  past  eight 
years  since  assuming  the  presidency.  He  called  to  the  attention 
of  the  students  that  the  new  "administration-classroom  build- 
ing, into  which  we  moved  only  last  week,  is  named  W.  M. 
Kethley  Hall." 

The  new  structure,  the  first  constructed  since  the  series  of 
buildings  completed  in  1960-1961,  was  a  needed  addition  to  the 
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At  the  Kethley  Hall  dedication 
ceremonies  on  November  14, 
1963,  kevs  were  presented  by 
Walter  Sillers,  chairman  of  the 
Delta  State  Committee  of  the 
Building  Commission,  and 
accepted  b\'  Thomas  ].  Tubb, 
president  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 
of  Institutions  of  Higher 
Learning.  Remarks  were  made  by 
Governor  Ross  R.  Barnett  and  by 
Lieutenant  Governor  Paul  B. 
Johnson,  governor-elect.  The 
majoraddress  wasby  oneof  Delta 
State's  own.  Dr.  William  David 
McCain  (class  of  1930),  at  that 
time  president  of  the  University 
of  Southern  Mississippi.  Dr. 
Kethley 's  brief  response  was  to  be 
his  last  public  appearance. 
Kethley  sits  to  McCain  s  left, 
Ewing  to  his  right. 


campus.  Kethley  Hall  was  constructed  and  equipped  in  1963 
from  an  appropriation  by  the  1960  legislature.  The  first  floor 
houses  administrative  offices;  the  second  floor  contains  thirty- 
six  faculty  offices,  classrooms,  a  language  laboratory,  and  a 
faculty  lounge. 

In  1964,  Walter  Sillers,  the  distinguished  legislator  from 
Rosedale,  paid  a  great  compliment  to  Delta  State  and  its  officials 
in  an  address  before  the  state  legislature.  He  stated: 

Even  though  the  enrollment  is  three  times  what  it  was  eight 
years  ago,  the  year  James  M.  Ewing  became  presicient,  the  same 
high  academic  standards  attained  by  Bill  Kethley  are  being  main- 
tained today.  .  .  .  one  of  the  prime  factors  which  makes  this 
possible  is  the  splendid  business  administration  of  the  college 
due  to  the  services  of  our  highly  efficient  director,  Hugh  Smith, 
under  the  economical  policies  of  President  Ewing.  They  are  a 
really  good  team,  and  I  don't  know  what  we  could  do  without 
them  .... 

My  friends  of  the  Legislature,  many  a  fine  boy  and  girl  who 
cannot  afford  to  go  to  one  of  the  other  state  institutions  of  higher 
learning,  are  afforded  the  opportunity  to  obtain  a  first-rate  high 
quality  education  at  Delta  State,  who  otherwise  would  be  denied 
the  education  to  which  he  or  she  is  entitled. 

These  sentiments  reflect  an  attitude  that  was  widespread  among 
the  Delta  area  people  toward  the  contribution  being  made  to 
Mississippi  education  by  Delta  State  College. 
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W.  M.  Kethley  Hall— Kethley  Hall 
honors  the  man  who  became  the 
second  president  of  Delta  State. 
Kethley  assumed  office  in  1926, 
when  the  institution  was  less 
than  one  year  old,  and  served  for 
thirty  years. 


With  the  completion  of  Kethlev 
Hall,  language  students  had  the 
assistance  of  a  new  learning 
facility — the  language  laboratory 
Jacqueline  Pieralisi,  '74,  a  Spanish 
major,  shows  the  equipment  in 
use. 
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As  Delta  State  sent  more  graduates  into  the  job  markets  of 
Mississippi,  especially  in  the  teaching  field,  the  stage  was  set  for 
the  establishment  of  an  alumni  association  on  a  more  business- 
like basis.  Dr.  Ewing  announced  the  employment  of  the  first 
full-time  alumni  secretary  on  July  1,  1964 — Forest  Kent  Wyatt, 
who  later  became  administrative  assistant  to  President  Ewing 
and  in  1975  became  the  fifth  president  of  Delta  State. 

Another  expansion  of  the  academic  program  came  in  the 
summer  of  1965  when  Delta  State  initiated  a  graduate  program. 
The  Board  of  Trustees  had  approved  a  graduate  program  in 
August,  1964.  This  program,  leading  to  the  Master  of  Education 
degree,  included  majors  in  elementary  education,  elementary 
supervision,  guidance,  English,  history,  mathematics,  music, 
social  studies,  business  education,  physical  education,  and  sci- 
ence. Graduate  work  was  a  great  step  forward.  Delta  State  had 
been  providing  excellent  teachers  since  its  establishment  in 
1925.  The  graduate  program  was  an  effort  to  provide  additional 
training  to  the  teachers  in  the  Delta  who  could  not  leave  their 
homes  for  advanced  study  in  a  more  distant  university.  Since 
Delta  State  had  begun  offering  broad  programs  of  study  in 
addition  to  the  training  of  teachers,  it  seemed  logical  that  the 
graduate  program  would  expand  to  new  degrees  not  directly 
connected  with  teacher  education.  In  1969,  the  graduate  pro- 
gram expanded  to  include  the  Master  of  Arts  in  English  and 
history,  the  Master  of  Business  Administration,  the  Master  of 
Library  Science,  and  the  Master  of  Science  in  biology  and  chem- 
istry. By  1970-1971,  enrollment  of  graduate  students  had  in- 
creased to  1,720,  of  which  277  received  graduate  degrees. 

As  the  enrollment  increased  in  the  sixties.  Dr.  Ewing  con- 
tinued his  effort  to  provide  additional  housing  and  facilities  for 
the  campus.  The  year  1966  was  to  bring  the  completion  of  two 
new  dormitories  and  a  cafeteria.  Bond-Carpenter  Hall  was 
named  in  honor  of  Dr.  Willard  Faroe  Bond  and  Harry  Gordon 
Carpenter.  The  hall  has  seventy-two  rooms  to  house  144  stu- 
dents and  is  one  of  the  first  campus  residences  for  men  to  have 
all-weather  temperature  controls.  Fugler-Hammett  Hall  has 
seventy-two  rooms  with  connecting  baths  to  house  144  women 
students.  The  dormitory  was  named  in  honor  of  Evelyn  A. 
Ham.mett  and  the  late  Madge  Quinn  Fugler. 

The  third  building  completed  in  1966  was  the  Young-Mauldin 
Cafeteria,  built  at  a  cost  of  $558,898.69.  Unique  in  design, 
Young-Mauldin  Cafeteria  will  accommodate  a  potential  college 


enrollment  of  5,000  students.  The  building  is  so  constructed  that 
as  little  as  one-fourth  of  the  dining  area  may  be  activated  at  one 
time.  The  cafeteria  contains  four  general  dining  areas,  an  athletic 
dining  room,  and  a  private  president's  dining  room. 

Formal  dedication  ceremonies  were  held  for  Bond-Carpenter 
Dormitory,  Fugler-Hammett  Dormitory,  and  Young-Mauldin 
Cafeteria  on  April  28,  1966,  in  Young-Mauldin  Cafeteria  fol- 
lowed by  open  house  in  the  new  buildings.  Walter  Sillers, 
chairman  of  the  Delta  State  Committee  of  the  State  Building 
Commission,  presented  the  buildings  which  were  accepted  by 
S.  R.  Evans,  vice-president.  Board  of  Trustees.  Evans  intro- 
duced Carroll  Gartin,  lieutenant-governor  of  Mississippi,  who 
made  the  dedication  address. 


Harry  Gordon  Carpenter. 

Bond-Carpenter  Hall — Willard 
Faroe  Bond,  state  superintendent 
of  education,  was  a  member  of  the 
first  Board  of  Trustees  of  Delta 
State  Teachers  College  and  in  this 
position  was  instrumental  in 
naming  the  first  president  of  the 
institution  and  approving  the 
employment  of  the  first  faculty. 
Bond  later  wrote  a  biographical 
sketch  of  the  first  president  which 
was  published  as  a  brochure  h\ 
the  college.  Bond  also  helped  cast 
a  majority  vote  of  the  board  when 
Governor  Bilbo  attempted  to 
remove  President  Kethlev.  Harr\' 
Gordon  Carpenter  of  Rolling  Fork 
served  almost  eighteen  years  as  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 
of  Institutions  of  Higher  Learning 
for  all  state  colleges  and 
universities.  He  was  president  of 
that  board  from  1956  to  1958. 
Carpenter's  compelling  urge  was 
to  provide  the  best  for  the  college 
students  of  Mississippi.  Both  men 
were  frequent  campus  visitors. 
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Fugler-Hammett  Hall— Madge  Quinn  Fugler,  member  of  the  original  Board 
of  Trustees  from  1924  to  1933,  rendered  yeoman  service  in  providing  faculty 
and  facilities  for  the  young  institution.  A  frequent  visitor  to  the  campus,  her 
interest  in  the  college  never  waned  during  her  long  and  fruitful  life.  She  was 
a  patron  of  the  first  dramatic  organization,  the  Delta  Playhouse.  The  other 
honoree  is  Evelyn  Allen  Hammett,  now  professor  emeritus  of  English. 
Hammett  came 'to  the  college  two  years  after  its  opening  and  served  with 
distinction  until  her  retirement  in  1959.  From  1948  to  1954  she  was  head  of  the 
Division  of  Languages  and  Literature.  Hammett's  loyalty  and  friendship  for 
those  in  her  classes  helped  them  to  achieve  high  accomplishments. 
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Evelyn  A.  Hammett,  honoree,  and  Mary  Margaret  Fugler  Hafter,  daughter  of 
honoree  Madge  Quinn  Fugler,  at  Fugler-Hammett  dedication  services  April 
28,  1966. 


(Above)  Honorees  Katie  Durelle  Mauldin  and  Albert  Leon  Young  on  the  day 
of  dedication,  April  28,  1966.  (Below)  Young-Mauldin  Cafeteria — 
Young-Mauldin  Cafeteria  honors  the  late  Albert  Leon  Young  and  Katie 
Durelle  Mauldin,  now  of  Louisville,  Mississippi.  Dr.  Young  was  one  of 
eleven  teachers  and  administrative  officers  on  the  staff  of  Delta  State 
Teachers  College  when  the  doors  opened  in  1925.  He  served  as  teacher, 
coach,  acting  dean,  and  was  head  of  the  Division  of  Education  when  he 
retired  in  1958.  Katie  Mauldin  served  the  college  as  dean  of  women,  teacher 
of  history,  and  registrar  from  1929  until  she  retired  in  1961. 


Illliipi 
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VV.  B.  Roberts  Library— With  the 
completion  in  1968  of  the  new 
library  building,  located  on  the 
site  of  the  old  Hill  Demonstration 
School,  the  Roberts  name  was 
transferred  to  the  imposing 
structure.  W,  B.  Roberts,  senator 
from  Bolivar  County,  was  one  of 
the  legislative  leaders  who 
introduced  the  bill  in  the 
Mississippi  Senate  on  Februar\- 
19,  1924,  to  establish  the  college. 
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Shortly  after  completion  of  the  \V. 
B.  Roberts  Library,  the  Sillers 
Room  was  dedicated.  At  the 
dedication  a  portrait  of  Walter 
Sillers,  Jr.,  was  presented  by  his 
family.  Included  among  those 
present  for  the  ceremony  were 
artist  Marshall  Bouldin  of 
Clarksdale,  Mrs.  Lena  Roberts 
Sillers,  Mrs.  John  Pearson,  Sr., 
Mrs.  Florence  Sillers  Ogden,  Mrs. 
Zee  Austin,  and  head  librarian 
David  Howell. 
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The  building  program  was  continuous  during  the  administra- 
tion of  Dr.  James  M.  Ewing  although  there  was  a  brief  span  of 
time  between  dedication  of  the  new  structures.  The  next  major 
building  was  a  new  library  completed  in  1968  at  a  cost  of 
$1,013,638.  The  new  W.  B.  Roberts  Library  in  addition  to  provid- 
ing much  needed  space  for  the  growing  book  collection,  also 
housed  a  part  of  the  division  of  education  and  psychology  in  the 
north  wing.  The  all-glass  entrance  created  a  beautiful  and  dis- 
tinctive approach  to  the  campus  from  South  Court  Street. 

When  the  library  was  moved  to  the  new  building  in  1968,  the 
old  structure  after  some  renovation  became  the  Fielding  L. 
Wright  Art  Center.  The  "old  library"  had  been  erected  in  1939, 
but  the  structure,  with  its  reading  room  turned  into  a  gallery  and 
its  spacious  lobby,  seemed  to  have  been  well  suited  for  the 
location  of  the  department  of  art.  The  occupation  of  this  building 
by  the  art  department  was  an  indication  of  the  growth  of  that 
area  of  study  as  well  as  the  expansion  of  other  branches  of  Delta 
State.  It  soon  became  apparent  that  the  building  was  not  large 
enough  to  provide  the  teaching  and  laboratory  space  needed  for 
an  expanding  art  program.  In  1970,  a  wing  was  added  for  cer- 
amics and  painting  studios  at  a  cost  of  $53,000,  When  the  de- 
partment of  art  moved  to  its  new  location,  the  space  it  had 
previously  occupied  in  Zeigel  Hall  made  room  for  the  expanding 
department  of  music,  giving  that  department  the  entire  build- 
ing. 

The  next  major  addition  to  the  campus  was  E.  R.  Jobe  Hall,  a 
speech  and  drama  building  constructed  in  1969  at  a  cost  of 
$433,583.12.  Jobe  Hall  contains  an  auditorium  with  300  seats,  a 
spacious  stage,  drama  and  radio  workshops,  offices,  and  class- 
rooms. 

Two  other  buildings  were  constructed  in  1969 — Lawler- 
Harkins  Hall,  a  women's  dormitory,  and  the  Hill  Apartments, 
residences  for  married  students.  Lawler-Harkins  Hall  is  a  two- 
wing,  three-story  dormitory  with  148  rooms  built  and  furnished 
at  a  cost  of  $949,526.53.  The  married  students'  apartments, 
known  as  the  Hill  Apartments,  cost  $450,000  at  the  time  of 
construction.  The  complex  contains  forty-six  two-bedroom 
apartments  constructed  in  seven  separate  building  units. 

Four  more  facilities  were  to  be  built  during  the  presidency  of 
Dr.  Ewing,  three  in  1970  and  one  in  1971.  A  four-building  men's 
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Fielding  L.  Wright. 


Fielding  L.  Wright  Art 
Center — When  the  name  Roberts 
was  transferred  to  the  new  library 
in  1968,  the  old  structure  was 
renovated  and  dedicated  March 
27, 1969,  as  the  Fielding  L.  Wright 
Art  Center.  Wright,  a  successful 
lawyer,  ser\'ed  in  the  Mississippi 
Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives.  As  lieutenant 
governor  he  became  governor  in 
1946  upon  the  death  of  Thomas  L. 
Bailey,  and  in  1947  was  elected  to 
a  full  four-year  term.  Wright  was 
known  as  a  "Friend  of 
Education." 
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dormitory  complex  became  known  as  the  Court  of  Governors, 
with  each  of  the  four  wings  named  to  honor  the  memory  of  a 
former  governor  of  Mississippi.  The  total  construction  cost  was 
$1,036,069.83.  The  Court  of  Governors  houses  328  men,  three 
fraternity  complexes,  a  supervisor's  apartment,  and  a  pavilion 
for  soft  drinks  and  games  located  within  the  courtyard.  This 
complex  differs  from  other  men's  dormitories  on  the  campus. 
There  are  no  halls.  The  suites  of  rooms  are  stacked  one  above  the 
other  three  floors  high  around  stairs  and  stairwells. 

Delta  Field,  an  athletic  stadium,  was  completed  in  1970  at  a 
cost  of  $633,568.10.  It  is  presently  located  on  property  purchased 
in  1967  north  of  Highway  8.  Previously  Delta  Field  was  located 
on  the  site  of  Walter  Sillers  Coliseum  and  then  paralleling 
Highway  8  just  east  of  Hugh  L.  White  Hall,  a  site  now  used  for 
intramural  and  track  sports. The  George  B.  Walker  Natatorium, 
an  indoor-outdoor  swimming  pool  facility  for  year-round  use, 
was  completed  in  1970  at  a  cost  of  $140,684. 

A  ceremony  to  dedicate  all  newly  constructed  or  renamed 
buildings  was  held  in  Jobe  Hall  on  December  10, 1970.  Honorees 
or  their  descendants  were  invited  to  be  present.  Buildings  dedi- 
cated on  this  ocasion  were  E.  R.  Jobe  Hall — Speech-Drama, 
Lawler-Harkins  Hall,  R.  L.  Caylor  Hall,  Court  of  Governors 
(Charles  Clark  Hall,  A.  H.  Longino  Hall,  E.  F.  Noel  Hall,  and  Earl 
L.  Brewer  Hall),  George  B.  Walker  Natatorium,  Whittington 
Hall,  Hill  Apartments,  Delta  Field,  and  Hugh  L.  White  Hall. 


(Beloic)  The  Delta  State  Art  Department  has  broadened  its  scope  since  its 
beginning  in  1928.  Anna  Margaret  Meeks,  David  Autrey,  and  Gerald 
DeLoach  show  some  of  the  student  work  for  sale  in  the  1968  Kappa  Pi 
Christmas  Art  Bazaar.  Proceeds  of  the  bazaar  are  used  for  a  scholarship  to  an 
entering  Delta  State  freshman. 


The  W.  B.  Roberts  Library 
contains  a  significant  collection  of 
art  works  by  Mississippi  artists  as 
well  as  an  extensive  collection  of 
art  books.  These  collections  have 
been  developed  with  two 
endowment  funds.  The  Samuel 
McKinley  Johnson  Memorial 
Fund  was  endowed  in  1962  bv 
alumnus  Sara  Freedman  Johnson 
(class  of  1934J  for  the  purchase  of 
art  works  and  books.  The  most 
significant  works  purchased  from 
this  fund  are  "The  Sharecropper" 
by  Marie  Hull  (being  scrutinized 
by  Eileen  Robertson  and  Janette 
Dismukes)  and  two  Walter 
Anderson  water  colors.  The 
Garrard  Library  Endowment 
Fund  was  established  in  1969  in 
memory  of  Mabelle  Smith  and 
William  Mountjov  Garrard  bv 
their  children — William  G. 
Garrard,  Jr.,  Mabelle  G.  White, 
and  Mary  Jayne  G.  Whittington. 
Over  four  hundred  expensive  art 
books  and  six  art  works, 
including  two  Walter  Anderson 
water  colors,  have  been 
purchased  from  the  earnings 
from  this  portfolio.  A  "Guide  to 
the  W.  B.  Roberts  Art  Collection" 
was  compiled  in  1977  bv  Malcolm 
Norwood,  Art  Departrnent  head. 
The  book  holdings,  too,  of  the 
Roberts  Librarv  have  been 
strengthened  through  numerous 
gift  collections.  Among  the  more 
significant  are  the  Hastings  Lvon 
Collection,  the  Blanche  Colton 
Williams  Collection,  the  Willis 
Collection,  and  the  Austin,  Scott, 
and  Bell  Collections. 
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{Above,  left)  The  Delta  State  Art  Department  houses  several  outstanding 
collections  that  have  been  acquired  through  the  generous  gifts  of  friends  and 
patrons  of  the  arts.  The  Marie  Hull  Collection  contains  both  paintings  by  the 
artist  and  the  work  of  such  other  well-known  artists  as  Walter  Anderson, 
William  Hollingsworth,  Andrew  Bucci,  and  others.  A  significant  collection  of 
Chinese  antiquities  is  also  included  in  this  collection .  The  Whittington  (Mary 
Jayne  and  W.  M.,  ]r.)  Collection  contains  pre-Columbian  figures, 
contemporary  paintings,  and  an  important  Kathe  Kollwitz  etching.  The 
Smith-Patterson  Collection  is  twofold — an  endowment  fund  donated  by 
friends  of  the  late  Mildred  Smith  and  George  Patterson,  and  a  collection  of 
art  objects  from  the  estate  of  Mildred  Smith.  The  endowment  fund  is  used  to 
make  an  annual  award  for  outstanding  achievement  each  year  by  a  student  in 
the  Art  Department.    Interest  from  this  fund  is  also  used  to  make  purchases 
of  works  of  art  that  are  added  to  this  collection.  Marie  Hull,  matriarch  of 
Mississippi  artists,  presented  twenty-four  pieces  of  art  from  her  private 
collection,  including  one  of  her  own  paintings  titled  Annie  Smith ,  to  the  Delta 
State  Art  Department  at  a  reception  November  8,  1970.  Malcolm  Norwood, 
chairman  of  the  Art  Department,  accepted  the  collection  on  behalf  of  Delta 
State. 

{Above,  ri;^ht)  March  of  the  Weavers,  an  original  etching  by  Kathe  Kollwitz, 
presented  to  the  Delta  State  Art  Department  collection  in  1971  by  Mrs.  W.  M. 
Whittington,  Jr.,  in  memory  of  her  brother  Robert  Barrett  Garrard,  a  Delta 
State  student.  The  print  is  held  bv  Mary  Jane  Whittington  and  Malcolm 
Norwood. 
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(Above,  left)  E.  R.  Jobe  Hall  for  Speech  and  Drama— Jobe  Hall  honors  Dr. 
Euclid  Ray  Jobe.  When  the  Board  of  Trustees,  State  Institutions  of  Higher 
Learning,  became  a  constitutional  board.  Dr.  Jobe  was  elected  as  its  first 
executive  secretary  and  served  for  twenty-three  years  (1945-1968).  In  this 
position  he  was  instrumental  in  assisting  colleges  and  universities  in  the 
expansion  of  higher  education  in  Mississippi. 


Lawler-Harkins  Hall — This 
women's  residence  hall  was 
named  in  honor  of  Xell  Irene 
Lawler  and  Anna  Eleanor 
Harkins.  Lawler  came  to  Delta 
State  in  1948  as  dean  of  women 
and  associate  professor  of  English 
and  served  continuoush'  until  her 
retirement  in  1966.  She  helped 
organize  sororities  and 
fraternities  at  Delta  State. 
Harkins  was  the  first  librarian  in 
Mississippi  to  earn  the 
professional  degrees  of  Bachelor 
of  Science  in  Library-  Science 
(Illinois,  1930)  and  the  Master  of 
Library  Science  (Columbia,  1943). 
Harkins  began  her  libran.-  career 
at  Delta  State  in  1946  as  associate 
professor  and  head  librarian.  She 
retired  in  1966.  Both  honorees 
make  Cleveland  their  home. 


Honorees  Nell  Lawler,  (Jeft),  E.  R. 
Jobe,  {center),  and  Eleanor 
Harkins  (right)  are  pictured  uith 
two  of  the  program  participants 
on  the  da\-  of  dedication, 
December  10,  1970.  Lieutenant 
Governor  Charles  Sullivan  (left) 
deli\ered  the  dedication  address; 
Board  of  Trustees  \"ice-President 
W.  O.  Stone  (right)  accepted  the 
buildings. 
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Hill  Apartments — The  facility 
known  as  the  Hill  Apartments 
was  constructed  in  1969  and 
dedicated  December  10,  1970. 
They  were  named  for  Edward 
Bibb  Hill,  who  opened  a  store  in 
Cleveland  in  1896.  In  1911,  Hill, 
along  with  Starky  C.  Taylor  and 
William  Guy  Hardee,  donated  to 
the  county  the  twenty-acre  site 
for  Bolivar  County  Agricultural 
High  School,  thus  laying  the 
foundation  for  what  was  to 
become  Delta  State  Teachers 
College. 


Governor  Charles  Clark. 
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Court  of  Governors. 


Governor 

Andrew  Houston  Longino. 


Governor  Edmond  Favor  Noe 


Governor  Earl  Lerov  Bre\s-er. 
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(Above)  Delta  Field.  The  present 
Delta  Field  is  a  well-lighted 
stadium  seating  8,000  (7,000  West 
side,  1,000  east  side).  It  features  a 
spacious  two-story  press  box  and 
ample  parking  facilities.  (Right) 
George  B.  Walker  Natatorium  — 
The  natatorium  is  located  on  the 
site  of  an  earlier  swimming  pool 
constructed  by  the  Works 
Progress  Administration  in  1937 
at  a  cost  of  $20,000. 
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George  B.  Walker — The  natatonuin  memorializes  the 
name  of  George  B.  Walker,  who  served  as 
superintendent  of  the  Delta  Branch  Experiment  Station 
from  1910  to  1922.  Walker  was  prominent  for  many 
years  throughout  the  cotton  world  in  breeding, 
developing,  and  selling  improved  strains  of  cotton.  He 
also  organized  the  Mississippi  Guernsey  Breeders 
Association.  Civic  posiHons  held  by  Walker  included 
member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  Institutions  of  Higher 
Learning  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  and  state  senator 
from  Washington  County  (1946-1960). 


Caylor  Hall,  Phase  I,  under 
construction. 
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Richard  Lee  Caylor— From  a  Karl 
Wolfe  portrait  presented  by 
Joseph  Schlatter  in  behalf  of  the 
science  alumni  at  homecoming 
October  1,  1950.  Dr.  Caylor 
taught  in  the  Science  Department 
from  1931  until  his  death  in  1958, 
serving  as  head  of  the  department 
during  the  last  twenty-one  years 
of  his  life.  He  was  an  excellent 
teacher,  wise  counselor,  a 
recognized  naturalist,  and  the 
author  of  many  scientific  papers. 
Caylor  conceived  the  creation  of 
the  Gulf  Coast  Research 
Laboratory  at  Ocean  Springs, 
authorized  in  1948  by  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  Institutions  of  Higher 
Learning,  and  given  financial 
support  bv  the  1950  legislature. 


Cavlor  Hall,  Phase  I  facade. 
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The  last  building  to  be  constructed  under  the  administration 
of  President  Ewing  was  Phase  I  of  Caylor  Hall.  This  phase  of  the 
science  building,  completed  in  1971  at  a  cost  of  $975,000,  was 
named  in  memory  of  Dr.  Richard  Lee  Caylor.  Dr.  Caylor  was 
previously  honored  in  1961  by  the  naming  of  a  men's  dormitory 
after  him,  the  Caylor- Williams  Hall.  On  December  10,  1970,  the 
name  of  Caylor  on  that  dormitory  was  replaced  by  Whittington, 
and  the  new  science  building  was  dedicated  as  R.  L.  Caylor  Hall. 
Caylor  Hall  was  constructed  as  Phase  I  of  what  has  become  a 
complete  science  complex.  Phase  I  houses  the  biological  sciences 
and  temporarily  houses  the  physics  laboratories  and 
classrooms. 

President  Ewing  stated  on  many  occasions  during  his  tenure 
at  Delta  State  that  his  major  responsibility  was  to  provide 
facilities  for  the  learning  process  of  the  institution.  An  equally 
important  responsibility  of  the  president  was  to  provide  the 
academic  personnel  and  program  of  study  for  this  learning 
process. 

By  1967  a  number  of  changes  had  been  made.  Many  more 
changes  would  be  accomplished  before  the  end  of  President 
Ewing's  tenure.  Recognizing  the  heavy  administrative  load  im- 
posed on  Dean  McLendon  by  the  rapid  expansion  of  the  aca- 
demic program.  President  Ewing  appointed  Dr.  Jack  Winton 
Gunn  as  assistant  dean  of  the  college. 

Dr.  Gunn  came  to  Cleveland  on  August  1,  1967,  from  Hous- 
ton Baptist  College  where  he  had  served  as  professor  of  history 
for  two  years.  He  received  his  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  from 
Baylor  University.  After  a  four-year  tour  in  the  United  States 
Army  Air  Corps  as  a  flying  instructor  and  photo  reconnaissance 
pilot  during  World  War  II,  Gunn  attended  the  University  of 
Texas  where  he  received  the  Master  of  Arts  and  the  Doctor  of 
Philosophy  degrees  in  history.  While  completing  work  on  the 
doctorate  he  taught  history  for  two  years  at  Texas  Western  Col- 
lege in  El  Paso,  now  known  as  the  University  of  Texas  at  El  Paso. 
Following  a  two-year  recall  to  active  duty  in  the  United  States 
Air  Force  during  the  Korean  conflict,  he  accepted  a  position  at 
Mississippi  College  where  he  remained  for  twelve  years. 

On  December  27,  1967,  Dr.  McLendon  died  following  a  heart 
attack  suffered  the  week  before.  He  had  served  the  college  as 
dean  since  1961  guiding  the  academic  program  through  a 
growth  period  during  those  six  years  which  included  the  sue- 


In  1967  Delta  State  University 
installed  its  first  computer.  The 
use  of  data  processing  has 
become  a  growing  part  of  many 
universit}'  operations.  Here  Ed 
Kelley  and  John  Smiley,  students 
in  Dr.  Douglas  McDonald's 
educational  research  class,  are 
given  a  tour  of  the  computer 
center  bv  Robert  VV.  Morris, 
director  of  data  processing. 
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Jack  VVinton  Gunn — Gunn 
served  as  assistant  dean  of  the 
college,  August  1-January  18, 
1968,  and  became  dean  of  the 
college  on  January  18,  1968. 


Mrs.  Jack  VV.  (Margaret)  Gunn, 
wife  of  Dean  Gunn,  shares  her 
husband's  interest  in  the  cultural 
aspects  of  university  life. 
Together  they  visit  the  opening 
show  of  English  paintings  held 
September  10,  1978,  in  the 
Fielding  L.  Wright  Art  Center. 
Mrs.  Gunn  is  a  member  of  the 
media-librarv  science  faculty- 


cessful  completion  of  the  institutional  self-studies  for  reac- 
creditation  in  the  Southern  Association  of  Colleges  and  Schools 
and  the  National  Council  for  the  Accreditation  of  Teacher  Educa- 
tion, effective  in  1963.  Dean  McLendon  had  also  played  a  prom- 
inent role  in  the  establishment  of  a  graduate  program  in  the 
summer  of  1965.  During  the  year  prior  to  McLendon's  death,  the 
school  had  enrolled  550  graduate  students  and  had  granted 
sixty-four  Master  of  Education  degrees. 

During  the  1967-1968  academic  year,  the  library  science 
course  offerings  were  doubled.  The  plans  were  to  develop  this 
area  as  a  major  field  of  study.  The  south  wing  of  the  W.  B. 
Roberts  Library  was  designed  for  such  a  program.  Dr.  McLen- 
don was  involved  in  the  planning  of  the  expansion  of  the  library 
science  program. 

To  honor  the  dean's  memory,  a  resolution  was  passed  by  the 
1968  Mississippi  legislature  recognizing  his  contribution  to  edu- 
cation in  Mississippi.  McLendon  left  a  widow  and  one  son, 
Errol,  who  received  copies  of  the  resolution. 
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After  some  deliberation,  President  Ewing  recommended  that 
Dr.  Gunn  be  elevated  to  the  position  of  dean  of  the  college.  This 
recommendation  was  approved  by  the  Board  of  Trustees  at  the 
January  18,  1968,  meeting. 

In  1967  the  academic  program  had  109  instructional  staff  and 
20  administrative  staff.  With  the  help  of  federal  funds,  7  mem- 
bers were  on  leave  to  gain  additional  work  toward  an  advanced 
degree.  The  academic  program  at  that  time  was  divided  into  ten 
departments:  art;  business;  education  and  psychology;  health, 
physical  education,  and  recreation;  home  economics;  languages 
and  literature  (English,  foreign  languages  and  speech);  mathe- 
matics; music;  science;  and  social  science.  The  heads  of  each 
department  composed  the  college  Curriculum  Committee  with 
the  dean  of  the  college  as  chairman.  The  graduate  program  was 
headed  by  Dr.  Henry  Judson  Jacob,  who  also  served  as  head  of 
the  department  of  education  and  psychology.  He  was  assisted 
by  the  Graduate  Council.  The  organization  was  soon  to  change. 

The  disturbances  on  the  campuses  of  the  nahon  in  the  late 
1960s  had  little  effect  on  Delta  State  College  until  1969.  On 
February  27,  1969,  an  all-black  caucus  met  near  the  campus  to 
draw  up  demands  upon  the  administration  of  Delta  State.  The 
group  adopted  the  name  Black  Student  Organization  and 
through  this  organization  presented  a  list  of  demands  to  Dr. 
U.  S.  Walker,  administrative  assistant  to  the  president  of  the 
college,  and  Dr.  James  M.  Ewing.  The  demands  included  the 
following:  1)  need  for  black  counselors;  2)  need  for  black  instruc- 
tors; 3)  demand  for  black  history  courses;  4)  fair  grading  policies 
toward  black  students  and  an  end  to  discrimination  of  black 
students  by  instructors;  5)  scholarships  for  black  students;  and 
6)  demand  for  black  representation  in  the  Student  Government 
Association.  Other  demands  were  added  to  the  list  at  a  later 
time. 

Following  demonstrations  in  front  of  the  president's  home 
and  in  the  cafeteria,  pressure  for  changes  culminated  on  March 
10,  1969,  when  a  group  of  black  students  conducted  a  sit-down 
in  the  corridor  in  front  of  President  Ewing's  office  in  Kethley 
Hall.  After  refusing  to  leave,  the  students  were  arrested  and 
taken  by  bus  to  Parchman  State  Penitentiary  about  twenty  miles 
from  Cleveland.  They  were  returned  to  Cleveland  the  next  day 
where  they  were  required  to  post  bond. 
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William  Frederick  LaForge — In 
1969  a  School  of  Arts  and  Sciences 
was  authorized  and  activated.  Dr. 
LaForge  became  the  first  dean. 


]ohnn\-  Drew  Ouzts — Dr.  Ouzts 
was  appointed  assistant  dean  of 
the  School  of  Arts  and  Sciences  at 
the  same  time  Dr.  LaForge 
became  dean.  In  1973  Dr.  Ouzts 
was  promoted  to  associate  dean. 


John  L  urltT  (  irfsmi      A  Si.  In  )iij 
Business  was  authorized  and 
activated  in  1969.  Dr.  Gibson 
became  the  first  dean. 


The  fifty-two  Delta  State  students  who  had  been  arrested 
were  temporarily  suspended  pending  a  hearing  before  a 
faculty-administration  committee  appointed  by  President  Ew- 
ing.  The  hearing  committee  met  on  March  14,  1969,  but  accord- 
ing to  the  rules  set  forth,  the  students  requested  a  ten-day  delay, 
and  the  hearings  were  rescheduled  for  March  24.  The  hearing 
committee  completed  its  work  on  March  28.  Charges  were 
dropped  against  some  students,  but  the  committee  sustained  all 
charges  against  most  and  recommended  provisions  for  disci- 
pline against  those  for  whom  charges  were  sustained. 

The  following  school  year  two  part-time  black  instructors 
were  employed,  one  to  teach  a  black  history  course,  and  both 
were  to  be  available  for  counseling  with  black  students.  Strong 
efforts  were  made  by  the  administration  to  be  sensitive  to  the 
needs  of  the  black  students  on  the  campus,  and  calm  was  re- 
stored at  a  time  when  President  Ewing  was  contemplating  other 
administrative  changes. 

In  a  memorandum  dated  February  26,  1969,  to  all  academic 
and  administrative  department  heads.  President  Ewing  an- 
nounced that  with  their  approval  and  that  of  the  Administrative 
Advisory  Council,  he  was  inviting  an  outside  committee  to  the 
campus  on  March  31  and  April  1  to  study  the  college  organiza- 
tion and  recommend  changes  that  would  be  in  the  best  interest 
of  Delta  State  College.  Ewing  also  solicited  suggestions  from  all 
concerned. 

The  study  committee  reviewing  the  administrative  structure 
was  composed  of  Dr.  George  Walker,  president.  Northeast 
Louisiana  State  College;  Dr.  Ralph  Lyon,  dean,  Livingston  Uni- 
versity; Dr.  E.  E.  Thrash,  executive  secretary.  Board  of  Trustees, 
Institutions  of  Higher  Learning,  State  of  Mississippi;  Dr.  A.  R. 
Meyer,  dean.  Southeast  Missouri  State  College;  and  Dr.  J.  D. 
Williams,  former  chancellor.  University  of  Mississippi.  The  rec- 
ommendations submitted  by  the  committee  helped  President 
Ewing  and  his  advisors  make  several  changes  in  the  administra- 
tive organization. 

In  the  first  of  these  changes,  on  July  1, 1969,  the  School  of  Arts 
and  Sciences,  headed  by  Dean  William  F.  LaForge,  formerly 
head  of  the  department  of  social  sciences,  and  by  Assistant  Dean 
Johnny  D.  Ouzts,  professor  of  biology,  and  the  School  of  Busi- 
ness, headed  by  Dean  John  C.  Gibson,  formerly  head  of  the 
department  of  business,  were  activated.  Effective  July  1,  1970, 


the  School  of  Education  was  activated,  with  Dr.  B.  Hal  Bucha- 
nan, formerly  superintendent  of  Starkville  public  schools,  as  its 
dean.  At  the  same  time,  Dr.  Henry  Judson  Jacob  became  dean  of 
the  newly  created  School  of  Graduate  Studies,  replacing  his 
previous  1964  title  of  director  of  graduate  studies  and  head  of  the 
division  of  education  and  psychology. 

The  purpose  of  the  reorganization  was  to  provide  more  effi- 
cient operation  and  to  reassess  the  academic  program  in  the 
institution's  effort  to  provide  the  best  possible  training  for  all 
students.  The  following  arrangement  of  departments  was  made 
within  each  school: 

School  of  Arts  and  Sciences:  department  of  art;  department  of 
biological  sciences;  department  of  history;  division  of  languages 
and  literature;  department  of  mathematics;  department  of 
music;  department  of  physical  sciences;  department  of  social 
science. 

School  of  Business:  department  of  accounting;  department  of 
business  administration;  department  of  business  education  and 
secretarial  studies. 

School  of  Education:  department  of  education;  department  of 
elementary  education;  department  of  guidance;  division  of 
health,  physical  education,  and  recreation;  department  of  home 
economics;  department  of  library  science;  reading  services;  spe- 
cial education. 

Effective  in  1970-1971,  the  old  Bachelor  of  Science  in  Business 
became  the  Bachelor  of  Business  Administration.  In  addition, 
the  School  of  Business  began  offering  a  Master  of  Business 
Administration.  This  degree  as  well  as  the  Master  of  Arts  de- 
grees in  English  and  history,  the  Master  of  Science  degree  with 
majors  in  biology  and  chemistry,  and  the  Master  of  Library 
Science  gave  the  students  alternatives  to  the  previously  offered 
Master  of  Education  degree. 

Administrative  changes  were  made  to  bring  Delta  State  in  line 
with  other  institutions  of  higher  learning.  In  1969  the  Division  of 
Student  Affairs  was  created' with  Dr.  U.  S.  "Pete"  Walker  as 
dean  of  student  affairs.  Walker  had  previously  served  as  admin- 
istrative assistant  to  the  president,  a  position  now  to  be  filled  by 
Dr.  Forest  Kent  Wyatt.  Wyatt  had  previously  held  the  position 
of  alumni  secretary.  To  fill  Wyatt's  old  position,  Hugh  Ellis 
Walker,  a  Delta  State  alumnus,  was  brought  from  Clinton,  Mis- 
sissippi, as  the  new  alumni  secretary. 


B.  Hal  Buchanan— In  1969  a 
School  of  Education  was 
authorized.  It  was  activated  in 
1970  with  Dr.  Buchanan  as  the 
first  dean;  he  served  in  this  post 
continuouslv  until  his  retirement 
June  30,  1978. 


Henrv  Judson  Jacob — Dr.  Jacob 
ser\-ed  Delta  State  Universitv" 
from  1946  until  his  retirement 
June  30,  1974.  In  1965  he  became 
director  of  graduate  studies  and 
in  1971  dean  of  the  School  of 
Graduate  Studies. 
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Hugh  Ellis  Walker— A  member  of 
the  class  of  1952,  Walker  came  to 
Delta  State  as  alumni  secretary  in 
1970. 
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The  reorganization  of  the  academic  program  brought  a  change 
in  the  old  Curriculum  Committee.  It  now  became  the  Academic 
Council,  the  highest  academic  authority  on  the  campus.  The 
new  council  included  the  dean  of  the  college  as  chairman,  the 
four  school  deans,  and  the  registrar  and  director  of  admissions. 

The  administrative  reorganization  of  Delta  State  came  within 
the  last  two  years  of  President  Ewing's  tenure.  As  he  neared  the 
end  of  his  active  career  at  Delta  State,  Dr.  Ewing  prepared  an 
accounting  of  his  years  at  the  college. 

In  his  "Report  to  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees, 
1956-1971,"  Dr.  Ewing  compared  the  first  year  and  the  last  year 
of  his  administration  in  all  phases  of  the  operation  of  the  college. 
He  noted  that  "during  the  fifteen-year  period.  Delta  State's  fall 
enrollment  had  increased  from  527  students  in  1956  to  3,039 
students  in  1971."  Of  particular  contrast  was  the  faculty  com- 
parison between  the  fifteen  years.  The  following  table  illustrates 
this  dramatic  change. 

COMPARISON 

1956-1957  —  1970-1971 
TOTAL  NUMBER  FACULTY  BY  ACADEMIC  ORGANIZATION 

and 
TERMINAL  DEGREES 


1956-1957 


Department 


No.  of 
Doctorates 


Art 


Languages  &  Literature 1 

Mathematics   2 

Music 1 

Science   1 

Social  Science 2 


Business  0 


Total 
No. 


1970-1971 

No.  0/ 
School  &  Department     Doctorates 

School  of  Arts  &  Sciences 

Art   0 

Biology  5 

History  7 

Languages  &  Literature  ...  .12 

Mathematics   4 

Music 3 

Physical  Science 4 

Social  Science __2 

37 
Percent  with  Doctorate  (40. 

School  of  Business 

Accounting    0 

Bus  Adm  &  Econ 2 

Bus  Ed  &  Sec  Science 3 


Total 
No. 


7 
11 
25 
10 
15 


92 

2%) 


Education  &  Psychology  . . 


Health,  Phys.  Ed.  Rec. 
Home  Economics 


13 


Library 


Total 


0 

6 

0 

4 

0 

3 

10 

54 

Percent  with  Doctorate  (26 

School  of  Education 

Education  &  Psychology  .  .  .13 

Elementary  Education   2 

Guidance  2 

Health,  Phys  Ed.  Rec 4 

Home  Economics 0 

21 


__7 

19 

.3%) 

19 

7 

2 

15 

__5 

48 


Percent  witli  Doctorate 


(18.5%) 


The  increased  number  of  faculty  reflected  the  increase  in  the 
student  enrollment.  There  had  been  a  remarkable  expansion  of 
Delta  State  College  during  the  fifteen  years  of  the  Ewing  admin- 
istration. The  total  state  appropriation  and  the  capital  improve- 
ment funds  all  give  evidence  of  a  large  growth  period  in  the 
history  of  the  institution. 

Dr.  Ewing  was  approaching  the  mandatory  retirement  age. 
He  would  be  seventy  years  old  on  December  2,  1971.  At  what 
was  to  be  his  final  appearance  before  the  faculty,  at  the  regular 
meeting  on  May  18, 1971,  the  last  for  the  1970-1971  school  year. 
Dr.  Ewing  outlined  briefly  the  procedure  the  Board  of  Trustees 
would  use  in  seeking  a  replacement.  He  stated,  "Whenever  the 
new  person  has  been  named,  be  it  in  June,  July,  August,  or  any 
time  thereafter,  I  shall  be  prepared  to  vacate  the  Presidency  at 
the  will  and  the  pleasure  of  the  Board  and  the  new  man."  Ewing 
added,  "I'm  standing  on  ready.  Furthermore,  after  more  than  49 
years,  almost  forty  as  president,  Mrs.  Ewing  and  1  are  looking 
forward  to  retirement." 

During  his  final  remarks  to  the  Delta  State  faculty  and  staff. 
Dr.  Ewing  revealed  something  about  himself  that  many  who 
had  known  him  well  were  already  aware  of.  He  noted,  "It  would 
be  very  easy  for  me  to  become  emotional  on  this  occasion. 
Regardless  of  my  outward  'hard  crust,'  overly  frank  statements, 
and  sometimes  'biting  tongue;'  and  in  spite  of  what  many  may 
think  ...  I  am  as  tenderhearted  as  a  child.  There  is  an  ever- 
present  supply  of  saline  fluid  ready  to  form  into  tear  drops.  Such 
secretion  is  much  more  likely  to  be  released  if  I  have  hurt  some- 
one, than  if  I,  myself,  have  been  hurt."  After  this  confession 
about  himself.  Dr.  Ewing  reviewed  his  fifteen  years  at  Delta 
State. 

The  Board  of  Trustees  soon  made  its  decision  and  Dr.  Ewing 
relinquished  control  of  the  institution  effective  August  1,  1971. 
When  his  retirement  was  announced,  the  faculty  and  staff  to- 
gether with  the  Alumni  Association  and  students  planned  a 
formal  dinner  honoring  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Ewing.  This  was  held  on 
the  night  of  July  23, 1971.  The  Delta  State  College  family,  repre- 
sented by  faculty,  staff,  alumni,  students,  and  other  guests, 
gathered  in  the  Young-Mauldin  Cafeteria  to  express  their  love 
and  appreciation  to  President  and  Mrs.  Ewing.  This  was  done 
with  songs,  words,  and  gifts  in  the  presence  of  a  large  gathering 
of  the  college  family,  friends,  and  relatives. 


At  the  direction  of  the  Delta  State 
Alumni  Association,  the  Delta 
State  College  Foundation  was 
established  in  1967.  It  is  designed 
to  be  the  receptacle  of  all  funds 
and  gifts  to  Delta  State 
University.  These  gifts  are  used  to 
insure  a  program  of  academic 
excellence  above  that  provided  bv 
state  appropriations.  The  main 
purpose  of  the  Delta  State 
Foundation  is  to  insure  that  the 
university  reaches  its  full 
potential  and  maintains 
distinction  in  instruction, 
research,  and  service.  Da\id 
("Boo")  Ferriss  serves  as  director 
of  the  foundation. 
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The  Ewings  left  Cleveland  to  make  their  retirement  home  in 
Clinton,  Mississippi,  where  he  continued  to  show  an  interest  in 
the  affairs  of  the  state.  His  major  effort  was  working  on  a  history 
of  the  junior  college  movement  in  Mississippi  with  Dr.  J.  B. 
Young,  a  junior  college  colleague  of  long  standing. 

Two  years  after  his  retirement,  on  Monday,  September  3, 
1973,  James  Milton  Ewing  died  of  complications  following 
surgery.  He  was  seventy-one.  His  accomplishments  as  an  edu- 
cator and  administrator  will  live  in  the  history  of  higher  educa- 
tion in  Mississippi.  His  memory  will  continue  to  inspire  all  those 
who  were  associated  with  him  in  his  varied  educational,  civic, 
and  church  activities. 


"Dr.  Ewing,  the  faculty  and  staff 
have  drawn  up  a  formal 
resolution  to  express  our  feelings. 
This  resolution  was  adopted  bv 
the  faculty  and  staff  while  you 
were  out  of  town  on  July  15.  You 
may  read  it  at  your  leisure  and 
often,  we  hope,  to  remind  you  of 
our  appreciation  and 
devotion." —  Jack  W.  Gunn, 
dean  of  the  university  and  master 
of  ceremonies. 


President  Ewing,  Susan  Thomas, 
Margaret  Ellen  Ewing,  Mrs. 
Ewing,  and  Kathryn  Keener.  As 
an  ever-ready  helper  to  the  Music 
Department  and  to  the  university 
family,  as  well  as  to  her 
distinguished  husband,  Mrs. 
Ewing  was  presented  an  opal  pin 
by  Kathryn  Keener  as  a  gift  from 
the  faculty  and  staff. 
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The  Alumni  Association  gift  was 
presented  by  President  Ken 
Lauderdale. 


Appreciation  from  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  Institutions  of  Higher 
Learning,  was  expressed  by  the 
board  president,  W.  O.  Stone. 


A  special  presentation  was  made 
by  Representative  John  Pearson, 
Jr.,  of  Rosedale  on  behalf  of  the 
Roberts,  Sillers,  and  Pearson 
families. 
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(Right)  Carol  Brumbv  made  a 
presentation  from  the  faculty  and 
staff  of  a  "Soft  Spot"  for 
remembrance.  Gladys  Castle 
escorted  President  Eu-ing  to  try 
the  "Soft  Spot"  for  size.  (Btiozv) 
As  the  dinner  neared  an  end.  Dr. 
Henr\'  Judson  Jacob  pulled  the 
cord  of  a  green  drape  to  reveal 
"Green  Stuff"  and  presented  a 
check  to  the  Ewings  from 
"Faculty,  Staff,  Alumni,  and 
Friends."  The  roses  and  "live 
green  stuff"  were  a  contribution 
from  the  Cleveland  Miss  Delta 
Rose  Society. 


Delta  State  University  and  the  western  edge  of  the  citv  of  Cle\'eland  at  the 
close  of  the  Ewing  administration. 
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Or 


VI  The 

Lucas  Years 

1971-1975 


Aubrey  Keith  Lucas,  president, 
August  1,  1971— June  30,  1975 
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'n  August  1,  1971,  Dr.  Aubrey  Keith  Lucas  became  the 
fourth  president  of  Delta  State  College.  President  Lucas  came  to 
his  new  position  from  the  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
where  he  was  dean  of  the  graduate  school  and  coordinator  of 
research.  A  native  of  State  Line,  Mississippi,  he  held  the 
Bachelor  of  Science  degree  (1955)  and  the  Master  of  Arts  degree 
(1956)  from  the  University  of  Southern  Mississippi,  and  the 
Doctor  of  Philosophy  degree  in  higher  education  from  Florida 
State  University  (1966). 

From  1955  to  1956,  Dr.  Lucas  was  assistant  director  of  the 
Reading  Clinic  at  the  University  of  Southern  Mississippi.  Fol- 
lowing the  award  of  his  Master  of  Arts  degree,  he  sen.'ed  for  one 
year  as  instructor  at  Hinds  Junior  College.  In  1957  he  returned  to 
Southern  as  associate  professor  of  education  and  director  of 
admissions.  From  1963  to  1970,  Lucas  served  as  registrar  and 
associate  professor  of  educational  administration  until  his 
appointment  as  graduate  dean  in  1970.  The  new  president 
brought  to  Delta  State  a  reputation  as  a  scholar,  having  pub- 
lished several  studies  in  the  field  of  education  and  holding 
membership  in  a  number  of  professional  and  honor  societies. 

Aubrey  Lucas  was  born  on  July  12,  1934,  one  of  four  children 
born  to  Keith  C.  and  Audelle  Robertson  Lucas.  He  is  married  to 
the  former  Ella  F.  Ginn  of  Kokomo,  Mississippi.  They  have  four 
children,  Frances,  Carol,  Alan,  and  Mark,  all  of  whom  were  of 
less  than  college  age  at  the  time  of  Lucas's  appointment  to  the 
presidency  of  Delta  State. 

Upon  arrival  in  Cleveland,  President  Lucas  and  his  family 
moved  into  the  Marshall  Home  Management  House  while  the 
president's  home  was  being  remodeled.  It  was  several  months 
before  the  house  was  ready  for  occupancy.  In  the  meantime,  the 
new  president  began  to  become  acquainted  with  his  staff  and 
faculty. 

In  his  first  major  address  to  the  faculty'  on  September  10, 1971, 
Dr.  Lucas  gave  his  impressions  of  what  he  found  at  Delta  State. 
One  immediate  impression  was  the  campus,  which  he  described 
as  "perhaps  the  most  beautiful  in  the  State."  Lucas  continued, 
"Some  ten  years  ago  when  I  visited  the  campus  for  the  first  time, 
I  was  impressed  with  the  natural  beauts^  and  the  phvsical  ar- 
rangement of  the  campus.  The  trees  are  healthv  and  well  kept. 
The  buildings,  though  they  provide  an  interesting  array  of  ar- 
chitectural style,  are  unified  with  color." 


The  remodeled  president's  home. 


Because  Delta  State  had  a  new 
First  Family  (right)  in  1971,  Dean 
and  Mrs.  Jack  W.  Gunn  hosted  the 
traditional  opening  reception  in 
the  Gunn  home  to  honor  the 
newcomers  as  well  as  other 
tacultv  and  staff.  A  nontraditional 
occurrence,  however,  made  the 
occasion  memorable  and 
different.  Lights  unexpectedly 
went  out  for  an  hour!  In  the 
darkness  Betty  DeLap  guided 
guests  in  and  out  the  front  door 
with  a  flashlight.  Inside  visitors 
found  only  candle  light. 
Introductions,  greetings,  and 
food  ser\ed  in  the  flickering  glow 
added  informal  merriment  for 
both  newcomers  and  "old 
timers." 


aeaaa 
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He  was  further  convinced,  from  conversations  with  the  dean 
and  a  study  of  the  catalog,  that  the  faculty  appeared  adequately 
prepared  for  the  task  at  hand  and  complimented  the  adminis- 
trators with  whom  he  had  worked  for  six  weeks,  stating,  "At 
this  point  I  judge  them  to  be  among  the  best  in  the  State  and,  no 
doubt,  among  the  ablest  in  the  country."  Dr.  Lucas  was  further 
pleased  with  "the  apparent  town-gown  relation  which  exists  in 
Cleveland.  This  relationship  is  to  be  treasured,  continued,  and 
even  enhanced." 

After  a  few  more  remarks,  the  new  president  turned  to  the 
major  points  of  his  talk — establishing  campus  community,  tak- 
ing note  of  change,  and  a  need  for  confidence.  In  dealing  with 
his  first  point,  Lucas  defined  community  as  "a  group  of  people 
with  common  interests,  common  goals,  and  common  pur- 
poses." He  noted  that  "in  this  collegiate  community,  we  would 
have  faculty,  students,  staff,  and  administrators  who  would 
understand  the  purpose  of  the  institution  and  could  enthusiasti- 
cally ascribe  to  and  support  them."  Dr.  Lucas  had  three  common 
purposes.  The  first  was  a  reaffirmation  of  belief  in  learning  and 
the  search  for  truth;  the  second  was  "that  of  the  personal  and 
intellectual  development  of  each  of  its  members."  A  third  com- 
mon purpose  was  to  allow  members  of  the  collegiate  community 
to  participate  in  the  decision-making  process. 

The  second  major  point  discussed  by  Dr.  Lucas  was  change. 
He  noted  that  there  would  always  be  change  and  that  the  faculty 
and  staff  should  be  ready  to  handle  this  change  as  it  occurred  in 
order  to  adjust  the  curriculum  to  meet  the  changing  professional 
market.  "Change  then  is  a  fact  of  academic  life  with  which  we 
must  reckon  constantly." 

Dr.  Lucas  concluded  his  remarks  by  pointing  out  that  if  a 
community  is  to  be  established  and  the  changes  that  are  bound 
to  come  are  to  be  handled  effectively,  then  those  involved  must 
have  confidence  in  their  ability  to  meet  these  challenges.  "Let  us 
be  proud  of  Delta  State,  proud  of  what  it  has  been,  proud  of 
what  it  is,  and  proud  of  what  it  can,  with  your  help,  become." 

Four  years  later,  as  Dr.  Lucas  was  preparing  to  leave  Delta 
State  for  the  presidency  of  another  institution,  he  again  ad- 
dressed the  faculty.  In  this  address,  he  returned  to  the  first  he 
had  made  in  1971  in  which  he  used  the  key  words  "Community, 
Confidence,  and  Change."  As  he  had  come  to  know  the  college 
and  its  personnel.  Dr.  Lucas  realized  that  Delta  State  already 
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Mac  G.  McRanev,  vvho  had 
served  the  university  under 
several  titles  since  1960,  was 
given  the  rank  of  dean  of 
admissions  and  records  in  1972. 
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was  an  academic  community  with  most  of  the  characteristics  he 
had  ascribed  earlier  to  what  he  thought  a  community  should  be. 
He  found  that  the  Delta  State  community  was  "made  up  of 
faculty,  staff,  and  administrators  whose  love  and  devotion  to 
their  institution  and  their  tasks  made  them  enjoy  being  together 
whether  their  coming  together  was  for  work  or  for  play."  This 
sense  of  community  was  apparent  to  many  who  spent  even  a 
few  days  on  the  Delta  State  campus,  whether  it  was  an  accred- 
iting team  from  the  region  or  the  nation,  or  a  prominent  visitor 
there  for  an  Honors  Day  speech. 

Dr.  Lucas  also  found  that  the  entire  faculty  and  staff  worked 
together  with  confidence  for  the  good  of  the  institution.  This 
confidence  to  achieve  and  the  changes  he  expected  are  reflected 
in  the  listing  of  the  highlights  of  the  Lucas  administration. 

During  his  four  years.  President  Lucas  made  two  administra- 
tive changes.  In  1972  Mac  G.  McRaney  was  given  the  title  of 
dean  of  admissions  and  records.  At  the  same  time  the  respon- 
sibilihes  of  Elbert  Nelson,  director  of  student  financial  aids,  were 
placed  under  McRaney's  direction.  In  1974  Orville  Wain  Reily 
became  dean  of  students,  replacing  Dr.  U.  S.  Walker  who  re- 
turned to  full-time  teaching. 

Two  major  efforts  of  the  faculty  worked  toward  completion  of 
the  decennial  self-studies  for  both  the  Southern  Association  of 
Colleges  and  Schools  and  the  National  Council  for  the  Accredi- 
tation of  Teacher  Education.  The  plans  for  both  these  self- 
studies  began  under  the  administration  of  President  Ewing  and 
were  brought  to  a  successful  conclusion  under  President  Aubrey 
K.  Lucas.  Since  the  visits  of  the  two  accrediting  groups  were 
concurrent,  each  self-study  team  had  a  chairman  with  the  dean 
of  the  college  as  the  coordinator  of  the  two  studies. 

Dr.  William  F.  LaForge  served  ably  as  chairman  of  the  institu- 
tional self-study  for  the  Southern  Association  of  Colleges  and 
Schools.  On  advice  from  the  Academic  Council,  the  following 
steering  committee  was  named  by  President  Ewing:  Dr. 
Franklin  Eugene  Butts,  Dr.  Daisy  Howell,  Dr.  William  E.  Mid- 
dleton,  and  Dr.  Kent  Wyatt. 

The  organization  of  the  self-study  lasted  from  September  15, 
1970,  to  February  1, 1971,  during  which  time  the  appointments 
of  the  director  and  steering  committee,  the  editorial  committee, 
the  selection  of  the  principal  committees,  preparation  of  a  time 
schedule,  and  orientation  meetings  for  all  chairmen  took  place. 


The  work  was  completed  in  July,  1972,  with  the  distribution  of 
the  self-study  to  members  of  the  visiting  committee  being  made 
in  September,  1972.  The  visiting  committee  came  to  the  campus 
in  October,  1972. 

The  visiting  committee  was  headed  by  Dr.  Kenneth  H.  Ains- 
worth  of  the  University  of  Texas.  Following  the  report  of  this 
committee  and  consideration  of  the  facts,  the  Commission  on 
Colleges,  Southern  Association  of  Colleges  and  Schools, 
granted  reaffirmation  of  accreditation  at  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  association  in  Houston,  Texas,  in  December,  1973.  The  sense 
of  community  among  the  Delta  State  family  was  never  more 
evident  than  while  working  for  two  years  on  the  self-study. 

This  was  likewise  true  for  the  self-study  of  the  teacher  educa- 
tion program  at  Delta  State.  The  period  of  this  effort  coincided 
with  that  of  the  SACS  self-study.  Some  of  the  work  was  over- 
lapping, but  the  NCATE  was  an  independent  study  extending 
over  two  years.  Dr.  B.  Hal  Buchanan,  dean  of  the  School  of 
Education,  was  selected  as  chairman,  with  the  following  as 
members  of  the  steering  committee:  Dr.  Katherine  Coward,  Dr. 
Sidney  Eckert,  Dr.  Henry  Outlaw,  Dr.  W.  A.  Thompson,  and  Dr. 
Foster  F.  Wilkinson.  Dr.  Ray  Merritt,  with  the  help  of  the  steer- 
ing committee,  edited  the  report.  Dr.  Henry  J.  Jacob,  dean  of 
graduate  studies,  made  a  valuable  contribution. 

The  visiting  committee  for  the  NCATE  was  on  the  campus 
from  October  23  to  October  25,  1972.  The  chairman  was  Dr. 
Harry  Hodge,  dean  of  education  at  Arkansas  State  University. 
The  report  of  the  visiting  committee  was  considered  by  NCATE 
and  following  normal  procedures,  required  a  session  with  an 
evaluation  committee  meeting  in  Memphis,  Tennessee. 

The  National  Council  for  the  Accreditation  of  Teacher  Educa- 
tion granted  full  reaccreditation  for  the  baccalaureate  level  for  a 
ten-year  period  dated  September  1,  1973,  to  September  1,  1983. 
Since  the  request  for  accreditation  of  the  graduate  program  was 
an  initial  one,  the  accreditation  was  for  a  five-year  period  dating 
from  September  1,  1973. 

The  Delta  State  family  showed  confidence  in  obtaining  the 
reaccreditation  and  the  accreditation  of  its  graduate  program 
from  both  SACS  and  NCATE,  continuing  its  long  tradition  of 
providing  a  quality  education  for  the  students,  both  undergrad- 
uate and  graduate,  who  attend  the  institution. 

While  the  self-studies  were  being  conducted,  the  request  was 


Orville  Wain  Reily,  who  returned 
to  serve  his  alma  mater  in  1953, 
became  dean  of  students  in  1974. 
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The  faculty  and  staff  reception 
traditionally  held  in  the 
president's  home  was  moved  to 
the  spacious  VV.  B.  Roberts 
Library  bv  1973.  Hosts  President 
and  Mrs.  Lucas  welcome  Lallah 
Perr\'  and  Dean  Gunn  welcomes 
Janice  and  Kent  VVyatt  before 
presenting  them  to  the  hosts. 
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made  to  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Institutions  of  Higher  Learning 
for  approval  of  graduate-level  programs  for  the  educational 
specialist  degree  in  four  areas:  administration  and  supervision, 
elementary  education,  guidance  and  counseling,  and  physical 
education.  This  was  approved  by  the  board  at  its  August,  1972, 
meeting. 

A  highlight  of  the  first  year  of  the  Lucas  administration  was 
the  inauguraton  of  the  new  president  held  on  April  29, 1972.  The 
planning  for  this  event  was  another  evidence  of  the  community 
feeling  and  the  confidence  shown  by  the  faculty  and  staff.  Dr. 
Lucas  remarked  concerning  this  occasion, 

I  think  my  inauguration  had  to  stand  out  as  one  of  the  hap- 
piest moments  of  my  tenure  at  Delta  State,  because  the  people 
had,  I  think,  almost  loyingly,  if  I  may  use  that  term,  worked  hard 
to  bring  about  a  beautiful  celebration.  And,  of  course,  it  was  not 
just  for  me  but  it  was  for  their  university.  And,  it  was  just  in  great 
taste,  wonderful  planning,  everybody  had  a  good  time.  The 
occasion  was  warm.  It  was  not  stilted.  It  was  sufficiently  formal 
to  be  meaningful,  and  we  have  had  letters  and  remarks  from 
people  over  these  four  years  talking  about  how  wonderful  the 
inauguration  was. 

The  first  formal  inaugural  convocation  at  Delta  State  was 
significant  because  of  the  people  who  participated.  As  noted  on 
the  program,  greetings  were  brought 


From  the  Students William  Norman  La  Forge 

President,  Student  Government  Association 

From  the  Faculty  Henry  Judson  Jacob,  Ph.D. 

Dean  of  the  School  of  Graduate  Studies 

From  the  Alumni    Jesse  Alfred  Barr,  B.S. 

President,  Alumni  Association 

From  the  State  .  .  .The  Honorable  William  Lowe  Waller,  LL.B. 

Governor,  The  State  of  Mississippi 

The  Inaugural  Address William  David  McCain,  Ph.D. 

President,  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 

Investiture  of  the  President Thomas  N.  Turner 

President,  Board  of  Trustees,  Institutions  of  Higher  Learning 

Edsel  E.  Thrash,  Ph.D. 
Executive  Secretary  and  Director 
Board  of  Trustees  of  Institutions  of  Higher  Learning 

The  benediction  was  pronounced  by  Moses  Meshulim 
Landau,  Ph.D.,  Rabbi,  Adath  Israel  Congregation,  professor  of 
German,  Delta  State  College.  Jack  Winton  Gunn,  dean  of  Delta 
State  College,  presided. 

Governor  Waller,  speaking  at  the  inaugural  convocation, 
made  two  pledges  that  were  to  be  fulfilled  before  he  left  office. 
One  was  the  designation  of  Delta  State  as  a  university  and  the 
other  was  the  naming  of  an  alumnus  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees.  The  governor  made  true  the  appointment  of  a  Delta 
State  alumnus  almost  immediately  by  announcing  that  Travis  E. 
Parker  would  become  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  In- 
stitutions of  Higher  Learning  for  a  twelve-year  term  effective 
May  7,  1972.  Two  years  later  in  an  impressive  ceremony  held  in 
Walter  Sillers  Coliseum  on  March  15,  1974,  Governor  Waller 
signed  House  Bill  Number  298,  "An  Act  to  Amend  Section 
37-123-1,  Mississippi  Code  of  1972,  to  change  the  name  of  Delta 
State  College  to  Delta  State  University." 

At  the  1974  ceremony,  a  welcome  and  introduction  by  Presi- 
dent Lucas  were  followed  by  remarks  by  Wayne  Bailey,  presi- 
dent of  the  Student  Government  Association,  and  from 
Clarence  Wilkinson,  president.  Delta  State  College  Alumni  As- 
sociation. Present  also  were  the  Bolivar  County  legislative  dele- 
gation including  Senators  William  B.  Alexander  and  Robert 
Crook  and  Representatives  John  L.  Pearson,  Charles  W.  Capps, 
Jr.,  and  James  Walker. 

With  the  naming  of  Delta  State  as  a  university,  a  new  era 
began  for  the  institution  that  was  then  approaching  its  fiftieth 
year  of  existence.  The  transition  to  the  new  status  was  more  a 


In  preparation  for  the  ceremony, 
a  mace  was  designed  and  carved 
from  solid  walnut  by  Duncan 
Baird,  an  art  major  from 
Inverness,  Mississippi. 
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The  presidential  medallion  used 
in  the  investiture  ceremony  was 
designed  by  Edward  W.  Gong,  a 
commercial  art  major  from 
Cleveland. 


President  Aubrey  Keith  Lucas 
approaches  the  podium  for 
investiture.  Participants  in  the 
ceremony  shown  in  the  picture 
are  Jack  VV.  Gunn,  William  M. 
Shoemaker,  Henry  Judson  Jacob, 
Jesse  Alfred  Barr,  and  Governor 
William  Lowe  Waller. 


name  change  than  any  other.  The  administrative  reorganization 
had  already  been  made  and  therefore  it  was  not  necessary  to 
create  new  functions.  An  effort  was  made  to  establish  a  military 
science  program  during  the  school  years  1974—1976.  Interest  in 
the  Army  ROTC  unit  did  not  develop,  however,  and  the  pro- 
gram was  phased  out  with  the  wrap-up  offerings  completed  in 
the  1976-1977  school  year. 


The  participants  in  the  processional  gathered  beforehand  in  an  anteroom 
near  the  front  of  Sillers  Coliseum.  Awaiting  the  signal  for  the  lineup. 
President  Lucas  chats  with  board  members  R.  C.  Cook  and  Boswell  Stevens. 
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Edsel  E.  Thrash  (left)  and  Thomas 
N.  Turner  (center)  conduct  the 
investiture  ceremony. 


A  dinner  the  evening  before  and  a 
luncheon  following  the  ceremony 
were  a  part  of  the  festivities. 
Waiting  to  be  seated  at  the  dinner 
are  Mrs.  Lucas,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hugh  Smith,  President  Lucas, 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hugh  Ellis 
Walker. 


Dinner  guests  included  three  of 
Delta  State's  five  presidents — Dr. 
Kent  Wvatt,  a  future  president. 
Dr.  Aubrey  K.  Lucas,  president, 
and  Dr.  James  M.  Ewing,  a  former 
president.  Mrs.  Ewing  stands 
beside  her  husband. 
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Seated  with  President  Lucas  are 
his  mother,  Mrs.  Keith  C.  Lucas 
(center)  and  Mrs.  Hugh  C.  Smith. 


Governor  Waller  congratulates 
President  Lucas. 


Dean  and  Mrs.  Jack  VV.  Gunn,  two 
Lucas  relatives,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Boswell  Stevens  (jront). 
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PROGRAM 


CONVOCATION 

Signing  of  House  Bill  .Number  298 

Changing  the  Name  of  Delta  State  College 
to 

Delta  State  University 


PrcConvix'Jilion  Conccrl 
The  Nalinnal  Anlhcm 


Welcome  and  Introductions 


Delta  State  College  Cwjcerl  Hand 

U-d  by  ihe  Delia  Slate  College 

Chorale  and  Concert  Band  with 

Audience  Participating 

DrJackW  Gunn 
Dean  of  the  College 


\^  alter  Sillers  Coliseum 

Cleveland,  Mississippi 

March  15,  1974 

10:30  a.m. 


Dr,  Aubrey  K.  Lucflii 
President  of  Ihe  College 

Remarks: 
Mr  Wayne  Bailey.  Presidenl.  Sludent  Government  Association 

Mr,   Clarence  Wilkinson.   President,    Delia   Stale   College  Alumni 
Association 

Bolivar  County  Legislative  Delegation 
Senate: 

The  Honorable  William  B.  Alexander 
The  Honorable  Robert  Crook 

The  House  of  flepresentatives : 
The  Honorable  John  L,  Pearson 
The  Honorable  Charles  W.  Capps.  Jr. 
The  Honorable  .lames  Walker 

The  Honorable  William  L  Waller.  Governor,  Slate  of  Mississippi 

Signing  of  House  Bill  Number  29S.  An  Act  to  Amend  Section  37-123-1. 
Mississippi  Code  of  1972.  to  Change  the  Name  of  Delta  S(a  te 
College  to  Delta  Slate  University,  and  for  Related  Purposes 

Alma  Maler  Led  by  the  Delta  State  College 

Chorale  and  Concert  Band  with 

Audience  Participating 


Delta  State  College  becomes  Delta  State  University. 

A  large  pry  bar  removed  the  word  "college"  from  a  gateway.  Helping  are 
SGA  President  Wayne  Bailey  of  Clarksdale,  Governor  Waller,  President 
Lucas,  and  Bolivar  County  Representatives  James  H.  Walker,  Charles  W 
Capps,  Jr.,  and  John  Pearson. 


Travis  E.  Parker — Travis  E. 
Parker,  Delta  State's  first  alumnus 
to  serve  as  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees,  was  appointed  bv 
Governor  Waller  for  a 
twelve-year  term  effective  May  7, 
1972.  Parker  graduated  from 
Delta  State  College  in  1956  with  a 
Bachelor  of  Science  degree  in 
accounting.  He  has  extensive 
farming  involvements  both  as 
owner  and  officer  in  the  Drew  and 
other  areas  of  the  state.  Parker 
also  heads  numerous  civic 
activities.  Awards  in  both 
business  and  civic  areas  attest  to 
his  skill  and  abilitv. 
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Freshman  orientation  in  the  early  seventies  included  a  barge  trip  on  Lake 
Ferguson  and  a  picnic  supper  on  the  Arkansas  side  of  the  Mississippi  River. 
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The  barge  trip  was  a  "history  repeats  itself"  event.  In  the  1930s  a  summer 
session  feature  was  a  ride  on  the  Greenville  ferry  across  the  Mississippi  River 
and  a  picnic  on  the  Arkansas  sands.  A  recognizable  passenger  in  the  ferry 
foreground  is  Delta  State's  first  dean,  Dr.  Zeigel;  on  the  sands  Nurse  Ruth 
Steen  explores  the  landing  site. 


Watermelon  cuttings  are  a  long-tmie  campus  tradition.  Norman  Burke  (left), 
cafeteria  employee,  and  H.  L.  Nowell,  then  director  of  student  activities, 
serve  Kathie  Hitt  {right)  and  Paula  Malatesta  during  a  1974  feast.  On  that  date 
the  two  servers  had  been  passing  out  watermelons  for  such  gatherings  for  a 
total  of  sixty-seven  years — Burke  for  forty-one  years  and  Nowell  for 
twenty-six. 
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Physical  plant 
headquarters — Maintenance 
facilities  are  centralized  in 
headquarters  first  occupied  in 
January,  1975. 
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Plans  for  a  Union  building  were  already  in  progress  when 
President  Lucas  took  over  the  administration  of  Delta  State. 
Former  president  Ewing  had  begun  these  plans  with  architects. 
It  was  not  until  AprU  25,  1972,  that  bids  were  let,  and  the  next 
month  a  contract  was  signed  with  C.  E.  Frazier  of  Jackson, 
Mississippi,  for  the  construction  of  the  $2  million  building.  This 
magnificent  structure  was  completed  in  August,  1974,  and  im- 
mediately proved  to  be  a  great  asset  to  campus  life. 

Other  buildings  were  soon  under  construction.  These  were 
the  Physical  Plant  Facility,  a  needed  addition  to  replace  the  old 
wooden  buildings  that  had  served  the  buUdings  and  grounds 
activities  for  many  years .  At  a  cost  of  $549, 500,  the  Physical  Plant 
Facility  was  completed  the  last  day  of  December,  1974.  Late  in 
1973,  bids  were  received  on  accepted  plans  to  add  a  health  care 
facility  to  the  campus  buildings.  This  greatly  needed  facility  was 
completed  on  August  1,  1975,  at  a  cost  of  $575,000. 

Other  facilities  and  renovations  planned  by  Dr.  Aubrey  K. 
Lucas  included  the  following: 

1.  Renovation  of  Broom  Hall  Auditorium,  started  in  May, 

1973,  and  completed  in  August,  1975,  at  a  cost  of  $228,693. 

2.  Renovation  of  Hugh  White  Dormitory,  the  housing  for 
male  athletes,  costing  $375,800  and  completed  in  March,  1975. 

3.  Renovation  of  Whitfield  Gymnasium,   started  in  June, 

1974,  completed  in  August,  1975,  at  a  cost  of  $428,500. 

4.  The  preplanned  Physical  Education-Athletic  Facility, 
started  in  August,  1974,  and  completed  in  1975  at  a  cost  of 
$715,641.  This  facility  has  been  named  the  Chadwick-Dickson 
Intercollegiate  Athletic  building,  honoring  two  former  coaches 
at  Delta  State  University.  Eugene  Berkley  Chadwick  came  to 
Delta  State  in  1946  and  served  until  his  retirement  in  1973.  Alex 
D.  Dickson  served  Delta  State  from  1936  until  World  War  II 
forced  the  college  to  suspend  its  athletic  program  in  1943. 

In  addition  to  engineering  these  facilities  and  renovations.  Dr. 
Lucas  was  instrumental  in  obtaining  preplanning  grants  for  the 
Science  Building,  Phase  II,  and  Education  Building.  Both  bids 
were  let  during  the  administration  of  Dr.  Lucas  and  one,  the 
Science  Building,  Phase  II,  was  started.  Other  projects  planned 
under  his  administration  included  the  reworking  of  the  campus 
electrical  distribution  system,  the  addition  to  the  baseball  field, 
and  the  planning  of  a  flag  plaza.  He  had  other  plans  for  the 
campus,  too,  but  left  the  university  on  July  1, 1975,  to  take  up  his 
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AIAW  National  Champions, 
1975 — Fnvit  row.  Melissa  Thames, 
Pam  Piazza,  Debbie  Brock,  Beth 
Trussell,  Mand\'  Fortenberry, 
Ann  Logue;  second  row.  Head 
Coach  Margaret  Wade,  Cornelia 
Ward,  Ramona  Von  Boechman, 
Marv  Logue,  Lusia  Harris,  and 
Graduate  Assistant  Coach 
Mickey  Miller;  back  row.  Mimi 
Williams,  Angel  Fortenberry, 
Wanda  Hairston,  and  Managers 
Donna  Conner,  Dianne  Dove, 
Laura  Beth  Penn.  The  Lady 
Statesmen  finished  28-0. 


new   position   as   president   of   the   University   of   Southern 
Mississippi. 

In  addition  to  stressing  a  strong  academic  program  and  im- 
provement of  faculties.  Dr.  Lucas  lent  strong  support  to  the 
athletic  program.  It  was  during  his  tenure  that  women's  basket- 
ball returned  to  the  Delta  State  campus.  Over  forty  years  had 
passed  since  the  days  of  the  "Rabbit  Foot"  squad.  Lucas  turned 
to  a  former  member  of  that  squad,  Margaret  Wade,  as  the  coach. 
Wade  was  already  a  member  of  the  physical  education  faculty. 
"That  first  meeting  was  really  something,"  Wade  recalls.  "Dr. 
Lucas  called  me  into  his  office  in  the  summer  of  1973  and  said 
Delta  State  was  going  to  have  a  women's  basketball  team.  My 
department  head.  Forest  Wyatt,  quickly  told  President  Lucas 
that  I  would  coach  the  team.  I  was  stunned — I  had  been  away 
from  coaching  fourteen  years." 
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Lusia  Harris  goes  for  a  lay-up  in 
the  Lady  Statesmen's  first  AIAW 
National  Championship  (1975). 
The  opposing  team  was 
Immaculata  College. 


Melvin  Hemphill 


Margaret  Wade's  return  to  coaching  and  the  excellent  recruit- 
ing by  Melvin  Hemphill,  director  of  admissions,  a  former  coach, 
with  a  keen  eye  for  talent,  proved  a  combination  that  brought 
the  Lady  Statesmen  to  a  national  championship  within  two 
years.  The  Lady  Statesmen  finished  16-2  during  the  first  year, 
winning  the  Mississippi  championship  and  placing  third  in  the 
AIAW  regional.  In  the  1974-75  season  the  Lady  Statesmen  de- 
feated Immaculata  College,  three  times  champions,  for  the  na- 
tional title. 
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John  Parker  West 


Cordelia  McNces  West 


Alyct'  West  Kk  hardson 
Clarence  Janu's  Kichardson.  Jr 
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Two  important  gifts  to  the  university  were  made  during  the 
four  years  of  the  Lucas  administration.  These  two  gifts  of  lasting 
intellectual  and  cultural  value  to  Delta  State  were  made  by  Lucy 
Somerville  Ho  worth  and  Joseph  M.  Ho  worth  and  by  Alyce  West 
Richardson  and  Clarence  James  Richardson,  Jr. 

The  Howorth  gift  was  made  on  April  27,  1973,  in  the  form  of 
shares  of  stock,  the  income  from  which  would  be  used  to 
establish  the  Nellie  Nugent  Somerville  Lectures  on  Government 
and  Public  Affairs  in  memory  of  Nellie  Nugent  Somerville,  the 
mother  of  Mrs.  Howorth.  The  gift  included  a  portrait  of  Mrs. 
Somerville,  which  now  hangs  in  the  W.  B.  Roberts  Library. 
Nellie  Nugent  Somerville,  a  native  of  Richmond,  Virginia,  lived 
in  Mississippi  from  1884  until  her  death  in  1925.  Mrs.  SomervUle 
was  the  first  woman  member  of  the  Mississippi  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. While  a  legislator  she  was  a  sponsor  of  the  bill  to 
establish  Delta  State  Teachers  College. 

The  Nellie  Nugent  Somerville  Lectures  were  inaugurated  on 
March  22,  1974,  by  Congresswoman  Edith  Green  of  Oregon. 
Mrs.  Green  was  introduced  by  Congressman  David  R.  Bowen,  a 
member  of  Congress,  Second  District,  state  of  Mississippi.  Dr. 
Aubrey  K.  Lucas,  president  of  Delta  State  University,  presided 
at  the  lecture. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  J.  Richardson,  Jr.,  presented  Delta  State 
University  an  Americana  Carillon  on  April  9, 1974,  in  memory  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Parker  West  and  commemorating  the  fiftieth 
anniversary  of  the  founding  of  Delta  State.  The  West  Carillon  is 
housed  at  present  in  the  Union,  though  future  plans  call  for 
construction  of  a  special  tower  for  the  keyboard  and  electronic 
equipment  and  amplifiers.  The  Americana  consists  of  thirty- 
seven  harp  bells;  thirty-seven  celesta  bells,  twenty-five  English 
bells,  and  thirty-seven  Flemish  bells.  It  may  be  played  manually 
from  the  keyboard  or  automatically. 


The  official  dedication  of  the  West  Carillon  took  place  in  a 
special  ceremony  on  Sunday,  April  27, 1975,  in  conjunction  with 
the  presentation  and  dedication  of  the  Union.  The  ceremony 
opened  with  a  dedicatory  carillon  recital  by  John  Klein,  world 
famous  carillonneur.  Following  the  thirty-minute  recital.  Presi- 
dent Aubrey  K.  Lucas  presided  over  the  presentation  and  dedi- 
catory program.  After  comments  on  the  Union  by  Dr.  Forest 
Kent  Wyatt,  administrative  assistant  to  the  president  and  direc- 
tor of  administrative  services,  the  presentation  of  the  Union  by 
the  state  was  made  by  William  F.  Winter,  lieutenant  governor  of 
Mississippi.  The  Union  was  accepted  by  Milton  E.  Brister,  presi- 
dent. Board  of  Trustees,  Institutions  of  Higher  Learning  of  the 
State  of  Mississippi.  President  Lucas  then  made  a  dedicatory 
address. 


Participants  in  the  inauguration  of  the  Nellie  Nugent  Somerville  Lecture 
Series,  March  22,  1974.  Left  to  right  are  Joseph  M.  Howorth  and  Lucy 
Somerville  Howorth,  donors;  David  R.  Bowen,  member  of  Congress,  Second 
District,  state  of  Mississippi,  who  introduced  Congresswoman  Edith  Green 
of  Oregon;  and  President  Aubrey  K.  Lucas. 
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The  Union — Delta  State's  Union,  the  community  center  for  the  university, 
contains  lounges,  TV  rooms,  study  areas,  meeting  rooms,  a  ballroom, 
banquet  rooms,  and  a  large  auditorium.  Recreational  features  include  game 
rooms,  patios,  and  sun  decks.  Service  agencies  are  also  housed  in  the  Union. 
The  building  encompasses  Scott  Hall  which  stood  from  1930  to  1974. 
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Following  the  Union  ceremony,  Jack  Sutphen,  an  alumnus 
who  as  a  student  had  shared  in  the  Wests'  concern  for  students, 
gave  a  tribute  to  the  J.  Parker  Wests.  The  presentation  of  the 
West  Carillon  was  made  by  Mrs.  Alyce  West  Richardson,  daugh- 
ter of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  West.  The  West  Carillon  was  accepted  and 
dedicated  by  President  Lucas.  The  program  was  concluded  by  a 
second  thirty-minute  recital  by  the  carillonneur,  ending  with  the 
Delta  State  Alma  Mater,  and  followed  by  a  reception  and  tour  of 
the  Union. 

The  J.  Parker  Wests  came  to  Cleveland  in  1928.  In  1935  they 
opened  a  farm  implement  business  which  soon  flourished 
under  their  leadership.  They  were  ardent  supporters  of  Delta 
State,  considering  it  Cleveland's  most  valuable  asset.  They 
showed  their  support  by  aiding  many  students  with  part-time 
jobs  while  in  school  and  other  tangible  contributions.  The  West 
tradition  of  support  has  been  continued  through  the  families  of 
their  son  and  their  daughter,  the  Clayton  Wests  and  the  C.  J. 
Richardsons. 

In  the  last  few  months  of  the  Lucas  administration,  a  major 
change  in  the  administrative  staff  of  Delta  State  University  oc- 
curred. David  Howell,  head  of  the  Delta  State  Library  since 
August,  1967,  resigned  effective  December  31,  1974.  The  search 
to  fill  this  vacancy  ended  with  the  employment  of  Dr.  Rush 
Glenn  Miller,  Jr.,  as  director  of  library  services  and  assistant 
professor  effective  June  1, 1975.  Dr.  Miller  had  earned  hisB. A.  in 
history  from  Delta  State  University  in  1969,  then  continued  in 
the  same  field  to  earn  an  M.A.  in  1971  and  a  Ph.D.  in  1973  from 
Mississippi  State  University.  He  went  to  Florida  State  Univer- 
sity where  he  was  awarded  an  M.S.  in  library  science  in  1974. 
Dr.  Miller  came  to  Delta  State  from  the  University  of  Mississippi 
where  he  was  employed  as  assistant  professor  of  library  science 
for  the  1974-1975  session.  The  son  of  a  Methodist  minister  and  of 
a  mother  with  a  doctorate  in  history.  Miller  has  continued  his 
heritage  by  producing  scholarly  manuscripts  on  religion  and 
related  subjects  for  publication  and  for  presentation  at  scholarly 
meetings. 

The  four  years  of  the  Lucas  administration  were  busy,  and  his 
contributions  to  the  campus  and  academic  program  have  been 
enumerated.  In  a  communication  to  the  faculty,  staff,  and  stu- 
dents dated  October  17,  1974,  Dr.  Lucas  announced  that  the 

Board  of  Trustees  had  appointed  him  to  the  presidency  of  the  _,     ^         ^      ,^__ 
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Rush  Glenn  Miller — Miller  was 
appointed  director  of  library 
services,  June  1,  1975. 


would  be  a  transition  time,  the  faculty,  staff,  and  students  con- 
tinued to  support  his  leadership  in  an  exceedingly  cooperative 
manner  for  the  remainder  of  his  tenure. 

The  campus  family  and  the  Delta  State  University  Alumni 
Association  honored  the  Lucas  family  at  a  farewell  reception  on 
June  22,  1975.  Gifts  presented  included  a  portrait  of  Dr.  Lucas 
which  would  remain  in  the  gallery  of  other  former  presidents  of 
Delta  State. 

Dr.  Lucas  left  Delta  State  University  with  an  enlarged  campus 
and  an  increasingly  selective  faculty  dedicated  to  an  even  higher 
academic  program.  More  important,  Aubrey  Lucas  had  con- 
tinued an  effort  to  maintain  the  sense  of  community  among  the 
university  family  he  found  on  his  arrival  four  years  before. 


N-i*. 


ISSIDelta  State  University 


Delta  Scene,  a  quarterly  magazine  owned  and  published  by  Delta  State 
University,  portrays  historical  and  contemporary  points  of  view  of  the  Delta 
region.  Ed  Phillips  of  Clarksdale  donated  the  magazine  to  the  university  in 
1975.  Dr.  Curtis  Lamar,  associate  professor  of  history,  was  appointed  editor 
and  Cindy  Dixon  was  named  business  manager  and  editorial  assistant. 
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Forest  Kent  Wyatt  assumed  the 
presidency  July  1,  1975. 
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he  announcement  by  the  Board  of  Trustees,  Institutions  of 
Higher  Learning  that  Aubrey  K.  Lucas  had  been  selected  as 
president  of  the  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  set  in  mo- 
tion a  process  to  select  a  successor  who  would  become  the  fifth 
president  of  Delta  State  University.  MiJton  Brister  of  Kilmichael 
was  president  of  the  board  at  that  hme.  Travis  Parker,  a  board 
member  from  Drew  and  a  Delta  State  alumnus  (1956),  was 
named  chairman  of  the  search  committee  at  the  November, 
1974,  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Trustees.  The  board  members 
expressed  the  hope  that  a  replacement  would  be  named  in  a  few 
months. 

At  the  request  of  the  board,  the  Delta  State  faculty  nominated 
a  committee  to  set  forth  criteria  they  felt  should  be  met  by  the 
replacement.  Students  were  also  asked  for  their  opinions.  With 
this  criteria  information  before  them,  the  Parker  committee  pro- 
ceeded to  screen  those  candidates  nominated  for  the  pres- 
idency. 

In  January,  1975,  scarcely  two  months  later,  the  board  mem- 
bers made  their  selection.  Dr.  Forest  Kent  Wyatt  was  named  the 
new  president  of  the  University,  effective  July  1, 1975.  A  new  era 
began  for  Delta  State  University.  In  the  same  year  that  Delta 
State  began  celebrating  its  fiftieth  anniversary  as  an  institution 
of  higher  learning,  one  of  its  own  graduates  was  named  the  fifth 
president.  Dr.  Wyatt  was  qualified  uniquely  by  nurture,  educa- 
tion, and  experience  to  serve  his  alma  mater  as  president. 

Dr.  Wyatt  was  born  in  Berea,  Kentucky,  on  May  27,  1934.  He 
came  with  his  parents  to  Cleveland  at  the  age  of  twelve  when  his 
father  joined  the  physical  education  faculty  at  Delta  State  Uni- 
versity. Growing  up  on  the  campus,  he  had  seen  the  institution 
progress  from  a  small  teachers  college  to  a  multidisciplined 
university.  His  outlook  reflects  his  background  of  academe. 

Dr.  Wyatt  is  married  to  his  college  sweetheart,  the  former 
Janice  Collins  of  Rolling  Fork,  Mississippi.  Mrs.  Wyatt  was 
"Miss  Delta  State  College"  in  1956.  (Because  the  institution's 
name  was  changed  in  the  same  year,  Janice  had  the  honor  of 
being  the  first  "Miss  Delta  State  College")  President  and  Mrs. 
Wyatt  have  two  daughters,  Tara  and  Elizabeth.  Mrs.  Wyatt's 
mother,  Mrs.  Opal  Collins,  served  the  institution  as  a  dormitor\^ 
hostess  before  her  retirement.  Dr.  Wyatt  is  the  son  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Forest  Earl  Wyatt.  Mr.  Wyatt  served  Delta  State  as  a 


member  of  the  faculty  as  well  as  in  administrative,  coaching,  and 
teaching  positions. 

Upon  graduation  from  Cleveland  High  School,  Dr.  Wyatt 
entered  Delta  State  and  in  1956  received  a  Bachelor  of  Science 
degree  in  Educahon  with  a  major  in  mathematics.  While  a  stu- 
dent he  lettered  in  football,  basketball,  and  tennis.  He  continued 
his  interest  in  mathematics  for  his  Master  of  Education  degree, 
awarded  four  years  later  by  the  University  of  Southern  Missis- 
sippi. In  1970  he  was  awarded  the  Doctor  of  Education  degree, 
with  emphasis  in  administration  and  supervision,  by  the  Uni- 
versity of  Mississippi. 


Daughters  Tara  and  Elizabeth 
stand  between  their  parents. 
President  and  Mrs.  Kent  VV\'att 
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After  serving  as  a  teacher  and  coach  in  Mobile,  Alabama,  and 
at  Cleveland  High  School,  Wyatt  was  principal  of  the  nearby 
Marigold  school  before  being  named  in  1964  as  the  first  full-time 
alumni  secretary  of  Delta  State.  In  1969  he  was  appointed  ad- 
ministrative assistant  to  President  James  M.  Ewing  and  con- 
tinued this  position  under  President  Aubrey  K.  Lucas,  who  gave 
him  additional  duties  as  director  of  administrative  services.  His 
apprenticeship  under  two  presidents  gave  him  unique  oppor- 
tunities for  insight  into  the  workings  and  responsibilities  of  a 
university  president. 

The  title  of  president  was  not  new  to  Dr.  Wyatt.  He  was 
president  of  his  class  three  of  his  four  undergraduate  years. 
Civic  presidencies  have  included  that  of  the  Cleveland  Lions 
Club,  the  Metropolitan  Dinner  Club  of  the  Greater  Delta  Area, 
and  the  Cleveland  Parent-Teacher  Association.  He  served  a  term 
as  president  of  the  Delta  Chapter  of  Phi  Delta  Kappa.  He  has 
held  positions  of  leadership  with  the  Cleveland-Bolivar  County 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and  other  civic  associations.  He  is  listed 
in  Who's  Who  in  American  Colleges  and  Universities,  and  Out- 
standing Young  Men  of  America.  In  1975,  his  fellow  alumni  named 
him  "Outstanding  Alumnus  of  Delta  State  University  for  1975." 

President  Wyatt  addressed  the  faculty  and  staff  for  the  first 
time  at  the  opening  meeting  of  the  new  school  year  on  August 
22,  1975.  He  had  spent  much  of  that  summer  attending  the 
Institute  for  Educational  Management  at  Harvard  University,  an 
experience  reflected  in  his  address.  Wyatt  stated  that  after  at- 
tending the  lectures  at  Harvard,  visiting  many  of  the  elite  in- 
stitutions in  the  Boston  area,  as  well  as  talking  with  top-level 
administrators  throughout  the  nation,  he  was  convinced  that 
Delta  State  University  could  "hold  its  head  high  among  even 
these  educational  leaders."  Dr.  Wyatt  returned  to  the  campus 
reinforced  in  his  assurance  that  the  community  of  feeling  at 
Delta  State  was  envied  by  his  fellow  administrators  at  Harvard 
for  the  lack  of  problems  that  beset  so  many  of  their  institutions. 

Continuing  his  talk.  Dr.  Wyatt,  after  reviewing  the  building 
and  renovation  being  completed  and  planned,  stated,  "I  am 
convinced  that  no  institution  our  size  in  the  South  (and  I  doubt 
that  many  institutions  in  the  nation)  will  surpass  us  in  physical 
facilities."  Then  turning  to  other  matters  of  concern.  President 
Wyatt  suggested  an  emphasis  on  retention  of  students.  This 
could  be  done,  he  stated,  by  providing  "good,  interesting,  and 
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Michael  David  Robbins, 
administrative  assistant  to  the 
president,  1975-1978,  executive 
assistant  to  the  president,  1978. 


inspiring  teaching,"  and  by  giving  the  student  the  personal  and 
friendly  attention  so  vitally  necessary.  He  hastened  to  add, 
however,  that  the  standards  must  continue  to  be  held  high.  He 
stressed  that  he  expected  the  faculty  "to  be  compassionate, 
concerned,  dedicated  instructors  with  high  academic  stand- 
ards." 

In  concluding  his  remarks  to  the  faculty  and  staff,  Wyatt 
pointed  out,  "I  have  far  more  responsibilities  to  you  than  you 
have  to  me."  He  then  enumerated  these  responsibilities:  "1.  To 
provide  an  adequate  salary  so  that  none  of  your  time  need  be 
spent  in  outside  employment  because  of  financial  difficulties; 

2.  To  help  Delta  State  have  proper  relationship  and  influence 
with  the  Board  of  Trustees  and  with  the  Mississippi  Legislature; 

3.  To  provide  adequate  facilities  and  equipment  with  which  to  do 
your  job."  Dr.  Wyatt  then  pledged  to  do  these  things  "to  the  best 
of  my  ability."  He  added  that  all  his  decisions  would  be  based 
upon  two  criteria:  "1)  Is  it  fair?  and,  2)  Is  it  best  for  Delta  State 
University?" 
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Health  services — The  health  services  building  for  which  bids  were  received 
by  President  Lucas  in  1973  was  completed  August  1,  1975.  The  facility 
consists  of  an  out-patient  department,  a  twenty-two-bed  infirmary,  three 
treatment  rooms,  an  emergency  room,  a  physical  therapy  room,  and  the 
usual  auxiliary  facilities.  The  building  was  occupied  in  November,  1975, 
under  President  Wyatt's  administration. 


President  Wyatt  made  no  change  in  the  administration  of  the 
institution  he  now  headed,  but  his  appointment  left  a  vacancy  in 
the  position  he  formerly  had  occupied  as  administrative  assist- 
ant to  the  president.  He  selected  Dr.  Michael  David  Robbins  as 
his  administrative  assistant.  A  native  of  New  Albany,  Missis- 
sippi, Dr.  Robbins  received  the  Bachelor  of  Arts,  the  Master  of 
Education,  and  the  Doctor  of  Education  degrees  from  the  Uni- 
versity of  Mississippi.  He  came  from  Houston  Baptist  University 
where  he  had  served  as  registrar  from  1972  to  1975  and  as 
associate  dean.  Smith  College  of  General  Studies,  from  1973  to 
1975. 

The  first  year  of  President  Wyatt's  administration  was  filled 
with  memorable  events.  His  appointment  coincided,  as  men- 
tioned earlier,  with  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  Delta  State  as  an 
institution  of  higher  learning.  The  year  was  highlighted  by  his 
inauguration  as  the  fifth  president  and  a  year-long  anniversary 
celebration.  In  addition,  nationwide  recognition  was  accorded 
the  university  when  the  Lady  Statesmen  basketball  team  won  its 
second  national  championship. 

The  fiftieth  anniversary  celebration  started  officially  on  Sep- 
tember 15,  1975,  the  month  and  day  the  school  opened  its  first 
regular  session  fifty  years  before,  and  ended  on  July  9,  1976, 
with  the  burying  of  a  time  capsule  at  the  Flag  Plaza  on  the  mall. 
The  initial  anniversary  celebration  in  September  opened  with  a 
festival  on  the  mall  featuring  a  hot  air  balloon  and  rock  bands 
and  speeches.  The  major  event  of  the  celebration  was  held 
during  the  fall  homecoming  on  November  8, 1975,  with  a  special 
"50th  Anniversary  Recognition  Program"  held  in  Broom  Hall 
Auditorium.  At  this  program  special  recognition  was  given  to 
the  class  of  1928,  the  institution's  first,  by  Dean  Jack  W.  Gunn 
and  President  Forest  Kent  Wyatt.  Of  the  thirteen  who  com- 
prised the  first  graduating  class,  nine  returned  for  this  event. 
The  members  of  this  class  had  previously  returned  their  original 
diplomas  and,  in  exchange,  a  special  replica  of  that  diploma  was 
presented  to  each  by  President  Wyatt. 

Following  other  recognitions,  contributions  of  the  past  presi- 
dents were  recalled.  President  James  Wesley  Broom,  1925-1926, 
was  memorialized  by  Mary  Margaret  Fugler  Hafter,  daughter  of 
one  of  the  first  trustees  of  Delta  State  University,  Madge  Quinn 
Fugler.  President  William  Marion  Kethley,  1926-1956,  was  hon- 
ored by  Mrs.  William  Marion  Kethley,  and  President  James 


Mrs.  Floyd  ("Edie")  Fuller,  R.N., 
a  graduate  of  Portsmouth  General 
Hospital,  Virginia,  has  been 
director  of  student  health  ser\'ices 
since  1969.  The  facilities  available 
to  today's  student  are  a  far  cry 
from  the  two  rooms  in  a  girls' 
dormitory  described  by  President 
Kethlev  in  a  board  report  dated 
March'15,  1932. 
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The  prize-winning  design  for  the 
fiftieth  anni\ersarv  logo  was 
submitted  bv  art  instructor  Jerr\- 
VValden.  Alumni  Secretary  Hugh 
Ellis  Walker  presented  VValden  a 
check  donated  by  James  Townes 
in  behalf  of  the  alumni 
association.  The  medallion  is 
illuminated  bv  two  lights,  the 
light  frcim  the  traditional  flame  of 
knowledge  over  an  open  book 
situated  in  a  field  of  Delta 
landscape  and  the  light  from  the 
sun.  The  design  is  superimposed 
over  a  fifty-point  star  made  from 
overlapping  deltas  in  a  circle  to 
symbolize  the  fifty  years  of  Delta 
State. 


Milton  Ewing,  1956-1971,  was  honored  by  Mrs.  James  Milton 
Evving.  Dean  Gunn  recounted  the  contributions  of  President 
Aubrey  Keith  Lucas,  1971-1975.  President  VVyatt  concluded  this 
recognition  part  of  the  program  by  expressing  his  hopes  for  the 
institution  now  under  his  administration. 

Following  Dr.  Wyatt's  remarks,  the  audience  was  asked  to 
move  to  the  quadrangle  for  a  concert  on  the  West  Carillon  given 
by  Associate  Professor  Lyndell  Presson  Watkins.  An  anniver- 
sary flag  was  presented  by  Mrs.  Clarence  James  (Alyce  West) 
Richardson,  Jr.,  president.  Alumni  Association,  and  accepted 
by  President  Wyatt. 

Two  weeks  later,  November  21,  1975,  the  formal  induction  of 
President  Wyatt  was  held  in  a  special  inaugural  convocation.  Dr. 
R.  N.  Walters,  dean.  School  of  Graduate  Studies  and  Continu- 
ing Education,  headed  a  special  inaugural  committee  which  had 
planned  the  impressive  event  that  brought  representatives  from 
institutions  and  learned  societies  throughout  the  nation  to  the 
Delta  State  University  campus. 
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On  September  15,  1975,  the 
fiftieth  anniversan'  of  the 
opening  of  Delta  State,  festivities 
included  hot  air  balloon  rides,  a 
hamburger  supper  prepared  by 
faculty  members,  the  cutting  of  a 
seven-tier  cake  bv  President 
Wyatt  and  Debbie  Smith,  and  an 
outdoor  concert  bv  four  rock 
bands. 
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The  time  capsule  ceremony  was  a  part  of  Delta  State  University's 
participation  in  the  American  Bicentennial  observance.  President  Wvatt  and 
SG  A  President  Gary  Karlson  placed  the  capsule  in  a  special  container  at  the 
foot  of  the  Flag  Plaza. 
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Flag  Plaza — The  Flag  Plaza  was  a  fiftieth  anniversary  project  designed  to 
complement  an  outstanding  feature  of  the  campus — the  open  quadrangle 
bordered  by  Kethley-planted  oaks.  The  project  was  completed  April  1, 1976. 
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(Above)  The  1928  graduating  class  on  November  8, 1975— Seated  in  the  same  order  as  their  1928  picture  are  Roberta 
Ming  (Wade),  Shelby;  May  Earl  Sneed  (Belk),  Clarksdale;  Mary  Elizabeth  Bedwell,  Blacksburg,  Virginia;  Cleone 
Tranum,  Clar'ksdale;'Cora'Ervin,  Cleveland;  and  on  the  back  row  standing,  1975  President  Forest  Kent  Wyatt;  Ina 
Mae  Webb,  Cleveland;  Mattie  Lou  Meador  (Neill),  Clarksdale;  Margaret  Bedwell  (Miller),  Washington,  D.C.;  Lottie 
Mae  Nichols,  Rosedale;  and  Delta  State  University  Dean  Jack  W.  Gunn.  Unable  to  attend  were  the  four  other 
members  of  the  class  (all  living  in  1975):  Frances  Shelton  (Lea),  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana;  Avis  Adams  (Love), 
Falkner;  Louise  Griffin  (Conn),  Greenville,  Alabama;  and  Dr.  Marguerite  Zeigel  (Hedberg),  Columbia,  South 
Carolina.  Manv  of  these  first  graduates  went  on  to  earn  masters'  degrees  and  one  the  doctorate. 


Ihc  cla.s.s  of  1928    .  .  .  fifty  years  laier.  at  homecoming  in  1978!  All  thirteen  members  of  the  class  planned  to  gather,  but  a  death 
in  the  family  of  May  Earl  Sneed  (Belk)  made  the  number  twehe.  Sealed:  Cora  Enin.  Avis  .Adams  (Love),  Lottie  Mac  Nichols. 
Louise  Griffin  (Conn).  Frances  Shelton  (Lea).  Ina  Mae  Webb;  standing:  Margaret  Bedwell  (Miller).  Marquente  Zeigel  (Hedberg). 
Mrs.  W.  M.  Kethley.  whose  husband  conferred  their  degrees,  Mollie  Bedwell,  Mattie  Lou  Meador  (Neil),  and  Roberta  Ming 
(Wade). 


The  dean  of  the  university.  Jack  Winton  Gunn,  presided  at  the 
convocation  that  started  promptly  at  10:30  A.M.  with  the  proces- 
sional. Those  on  the  program  made  the  ceremony  more  sig- 
nificant by  their  appropriate  participation.  Greetings  were 
brought 

From  the  Students William  Bell  Crump,  III 

President,  Student  Government  Association 

From  the  Faculty Eleanor  Boyd  Walters,  Ed.D. 

Head,  Department  of  Mathematics 

From  the  Alumni  Mrs.  C.  J.  Richardson,  Jr.,  B.S. 

President,  Alumni  Association 

From  the  State The  Honorable  William  Lowe  Waller,  LL.B 

Governor,  the  State  of  Mississippi 

The  inaugural  address  was  given  by  David  R.  Bowen  of  the 
United  States  House  of  Representatives.  A  Cleveland  resident, 
Bowen  was  a  longtime  friend  and  classmate  of  the  new  presi- 
dent who  was  being  inaugurated. 

The  investiture  of  the  president  was  made  by  W.  M. 
Shoemaker,  president.  Board  of  Trustees  of  Inshtutions  of 
Higher  Learning,  assisted  by  Edsel  E.  Thrash,  Ph.D.,  executive 
secretary  and  director.  Board  of  Trustees  of  Institutions  of 
Higher  Learning.  The  invocation  was  given  by  Henry  Judson 
Jacob,  Ph.  D.,  dean  emeritus.  School  of  Graduate  Studies,  Delta 
State  University.  The  benediction  was  pronounced  by  Moses 
Meshulim  Landau,  Ph.D.,  Rabbi,  Adath  Israel  Congregation, 
and  professor  of  German,  Delta  State  University. 

Athletics  continued  to  be  an  integral  part  of  the  educational 
program.  The  highlight  of  sports  of  Delta  State  was  the  feat  of 
the  Lady  Statesmen  basketball  team.  In  the  third  year  of  the 
reinstatement  of  girls'  basketball  and  in  the  first  year  of  the 
administration  of  President  Wyatt,  the  Lady  Statesmen  won 
their  second  National  Association  for  Intercollegiate  Athletics 
for  Women  championship  held  on  the  Pennsylvania  State  Uni- 
versity campus  March  24-27,  1976.  The  same  five  starting 
players  repeated  their  championship  feat  of  1975,  led  by  Kodak 
All-America  Lusia  Harris.  In  1976,  Harris  participated  in  the  first 
women's  United  States  Olympic  basketball  team,  gaining  a 
silver  medal  along  with  the  other  members  of  the  team  as  Olym- 
pic champions. 

The  next  year,  1977,  was  more  difficult  for  the  Lady  States- 
men, but  in  the  AIAW  tournament  at  the  University  of  Min- 
nesota in  Minneapolis  the  Ladies  won  their  third  straight  na- 


David  R.  Bowen — The  inaugural 
address. 
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Marshal  Mac  G.  McRaney  and 
President  VVvatt. 


tional  championship.  In  1978  the  girls'  basketball  team  was  not 
quite  so  fortunate.  They  made  it  to  the  regional  play-off  where 
they  were  eliminated.  However,  of  the  four  teams  in  the  na- 
tional championship  competition,  the  Delta  State  University 
Ladies  had  defeated  three  during  the  season.  These  included 
UCLA,  the  1978  national  champions,  Montclair  State,  and  Way- 
land  Baptist.  They  had  not  played  the  fourth,  the  University  of 
Maryland. 

Additional  sports  recognition  was  earned  by  the  Statesmen 
baseball  team  under  Coach  David  ("Boo")  Ferriss  during  the 
1977  and  1978  seasons.  In  1977,  the  Statesmen  gained  third  in 
the  NCAA  Division  II  World  Series  at  Springfield,  Illinois.  Sev- 
eral players  were  named  to  the  All- America  baseball  team.  The 
next  year,  1978,  the  Statesmen  baseball  team  won  its  regional 
play-off  to  gain  a  place  in  the  World  Series  where  it  placed 
second  in  the  NCAA  Division  II  finals. 


Board  member  Milton  Brister, 
Governor  William  Lowe  Waller, 
Governor-elect  Cliff  Finch,  and 
board  member  R.  C.  Cook. 
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(Above)  Inaugural  participants — First  roiv:  Henry  Judson  Jacob,  Jack  W. 
Gunn,  W.  M.  Shoemaker,  Eleanor  Boyd  Walters,  Alyce  West  Richardson; 
second  row:  Mac  G.  McRaney,  Governor-elect  Cliff  Finch,  William  Bell 
Crump,  III,  President  Forest  Kent  Wyatt,  Governor  William  Lowe  Waller, 
Congressman  David  R.  Bowen,  Moses  Meshulim  Landau. 

(Below)  Daughter  Tara,  Dr.  Wyatt's  mother  (behind  Tarn),  his  father  Forest 
Earl  Wyatt,  and  his  wife  Janice. 


William  Bell  Crump,  III,  and  Dr. 
Eleanor  Bovd  Walters. 
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Alex  D.  Dickson — Coach  Alex 
Dockerv  Dickson  came  to  Delta 
State  in  1936  and  remained  until 
1943,  when  World  War  II  forced 
Delta  State  to  suspend  its  athletic 
program.  Although  he  served  as 
athletic  director  and  head  coach 
in  all  sports,  it  was  his  basketball 
teams  that  brought  national 
recognition,  as  he  carried  five 
consecutive  teams  to  the  NAIA 
National  Tournament.  Dickson 
served  as  president  of  the 
National  Association  of 
Intercollegiate  Athletics  in 
1953-1954.  He  was  inducted  into 
the  Helms  Hall  of  Fame  and  Delta 
State  Hall  of  Fame.  He  coached 
three  Delta  State  All-Americans. 


(Above)  W.  M.  Shoemaker,  president,  assisted  by  E.  E.  Thrash,  executive 
secretary  and  director.  Board  of  Trustees  of  Institutions  of  Higher  Learning, 
perform  the  investiture  rites.  (Below)  Plaudits  are  in  order. 
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Chadwick — Dickson  Intercollegiate  Athletic  Building — Begun  under 
President  Lucas's  administration  in  1974,  the  building  is  a  block  design, 
two-stoy  structure  of  approximately  30,000  square  feet  located  near  the 
football  and  baseball  stadiums.  Completed  at  Christmas,  1975,  and  occupied 
injanuary,  1976,  it  was  dedicated  under  President  Wyatt's  administration  on 
November  13,  1976.  It  was  singled  out  from  more  than  fifty  structures  to 
receive  an  honor  a  ward  for  outstanding  design  from  the  Mississippi  Chapter 
of  American  Institute  of  Architects. 


Eugene  Berkley  Chadwick 
devoted  forty-five  years  to 
teaching  and  coaching, 
twenty-seven  (1946-1973)  of 
which  were  at  Delta  State.  He 
became  head  coach  and  athletic 
director  in  1948  and  compiled  an 
outstanding  .592  winning 
percentage  record  during  his 
thirteen  years  as  head  coach.  His 
sixty-seven  wins,  forty-six  losses, 
and  one  tie  was  tops  for  any  Delta 
State  football  coach  at  the  time. 
"Coach  Chad"  led  the  1954 
Statesmen  to  an  undefeated 
season,  the  only  one  in  its  histon.-. 
His  1959  team  was  the  only  Delta 
State  team  to  play  in  a  bowl  game. 
He  also  coached  other  campus 
sports.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Mississippi  Sports  Hall  of  Fame, 
Delta  State  Sports  Hall  of  Fame, 
and  Mississippi  State  University 
Sports  Hall  of  Fame. 


AIAVV  National  Champions, 
1976 — Front  rozL\  from  left:  Debbie 
Brock,  Pam  Piazza,  Tish  Fahev, 
Sheri  Haynes,  Mandy 
Fortenberry;  second  rou\  Manager 
Laura  Beth  Penn,  Janie  Evans, 
Jackie  Caston,  Judy  Da\-is, 
Virginia  Shackelford,  Cornelia 
Ward,  Wanda  Hairston,  and 
manager  Dianne  Dove;  back  roic: 
Head  Coach  Margaret  Wade, 
Ramona  Von  Boeckman,  Mary 
Logue,  Lusia  Harris,  L\Tin 
Adubato,  Kathv  Leuis,  and 
Assistant  Coach  Phil  Adair. 


1^)7.^1476  Lady  Statesman  Lusia 
Harris,  Most  Valuable  Player. 


AIAW  National  Champions,  1977 
Front  rozv  from  left:  Manager 
Donna  Cuevas,  Long  Beach;  Tish 
Fahey,  North  Providence,  R.L; 
Ardith  Rooney,  Satanta,  Kansas; 
Sheri  Haynes,  McLean,  Texas; 
Melissa  VVard  Hatley;  Debbie 
Brock,  Forest  Hill;  Manager 
Glenda  Smith,  Grenada;  second 
row.  Head  Coach  Margaret  Wade; 
Jill  Rhodes,  Shelton,  Connecticut; 
Jackie  Caston,  Liberty;  Key 
Crump,  Schlater;  Laurie  Ann 
Harper,  Greenwood;  Cornelia 
Ward,  Hatley;  Janie  Evans, 
Laurel;  and  Assistant  Coach 
Jimmy  Butler;  back  roic:  Ramona 
Von  Boechman,  Horn  Lake; 
Wanda  Hairston,  Hatley;  Lusia 
Harris,  Minfer  City;  Lynn 
Adubato,  Pompton  Plains,  New 
Jersey;  and  Mary  Logue, 
Vicksburg. 
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Four  Delta  State  University  Lady  Statesmen  are  recognized  for  their 
outstanding  efforts  during  the  1975-1976  national  championship  season; 
Debbie  Brock,  Best  Defensive  Player;  Ramona  Von  Boeckman,  Assist  Award 
and  Sportsmanship  Award;  Wanda  Hairston,  Permanent  Captain;  and 
Cornelia  Ward,  Best  Offensive  Player  and  Sportsmanship  Award.  Not 
pictured  in  the  group  is  Lusia  Harris,  Most  Valuable  Player. 


Three-time  AlAVV  National  Championship  winner  coach  of  the  Lady 
Statesmen  Margaret  Wade  gets  a  show  of  appreciation  from  President  Wyatt . 
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Statesmen  Baseball  Coach  David 
("Boo")  Ferriss. 


The  1978  Statesmen  Baseball  team 
coached  bv  David  ("Boo")  Ferriss 
placed  second  in  the  NCAA 
Division  II  finals.  Front  roic,  from 
left:  John  Crawford,  Rickv  Hicks, 
Steve  Sandroni,  Kevin  Medlock, 
Ben  Evans,  Timbo  Baird,  George 
Hood,  Harry  Hill,  Bubba  Cates, 
and  Assistant  Coach  Joe\'  Porter; 
second  row.  Coach  Dave  "Boo" 
Ferriss,  Mike  Slav,  Rusty-  Sharp, 
Steve  Moore,  Dale  Dav-is,  Judson 
Thigpen,  Dale  Hill,  Harry  Lott, 
and  Assistant  Coach  Mike 
Fielder;  back  row.  Jimmy 
Newquist,  Mike  Deerman,  Mike 
Kinnison,  T\'  Carter,  Tern,' 
Epperlv,  Rickv  Hearn,  Stan 
Partricige,  Tim  Har\-ey,  Ricky 
Perkins,  and  Bubba  McBrain. 
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At  the  end  of  the  1973  session, 
Horace  McCool  asked  to  be 
transferred  from  his 
multi-responsibilities  with  the 
Athletic  Department  to  a  position 
asdirectorof  the  physical  plant,  a 
position  that  became  vacant  with 
the  retirement  of  Joe  Wilson. 
McCool  holds  the  distinction  of 
being  the  onl\-  Delta  State  football 
coach  to  produce  six  consecutive 
winning  seasons.  He  was  a  major 
figure  in  the  formation  of  the 
Gulf-South  Conference  in 
1971-1972. 


Frances  Garmon  became  coach  of 
the  Lady  Statesmen  basketball 
team  in  1979. 


Joe  Dell  Brasel  came  to  Delta  State 
University  in  1977  as  Associate 
Dean  of  Students.  She  completed 
her  Ed.  D.  degree  from  Memphis 
State  University  in  1979. 


Mel  Hankinson  became  coach  of 
men's  basketball  in  1977 


Coaching  changes  have  taken  place  in  the  last  few  years. 
Horace  McCool,  football  coach  for  thirteen  years  (1961-1973), 
had  a  record  of  seventy-six  wins  against  forty-eight  losses  and 
three  ties,  and  his  teams  compiled  a  total  of  2,582  points,  both 
school  records.  In  addition  to  his  coaching  duties,  McCool 
served  as  athletic  director.  At  the  end  of  the  1974  season  he 
became  full-time  athletic  director.  Robert  McGraw  became  foot- 
ball coach  for  four  years,  resigning  at  the  end  of  the  1977  season. 
McGraw  was  succeeded  by  Don  Denning,  who  came  to  Delta 
State  from  an  assistant  coaching  position  at  Memphis  State 
University.  Don  Denning  resigned  at  the  end  of  the  1978  season 
to  be  succeeded  by  his  assistant  football  coach,  John  Plummer. 
In  1977  Mel  Hankinson  became  coach  of  the  men's  basketball 
team  succeeding  A.  C.  Williams.  Hankinson  came  to  Delta  State 
from  Roanoke  College  in  Salem,  Virginia.  In  1979  Margaret 
Wade,  head  coach  of  the  Lady  Statesmen  basketball  team,  re- 
tired and  was  replaced  by  Frances  Garmon  who  came  from 
Temple  Junior  College. 

Delta  State  athletes  have  achieved  academic  excellence  as  well 
as  sports  skills.  Many  of  their  names  appear  on  the  honor  grad- 
uate plaque,  including  Dr.  W.  D.  McCain,  president  emeritus  of 
the  University  of  Southern  Mississippi.  Some  over  the  years 
have  been  named  to  the  Academic  All-America  teams  of  several 
sports.  Although  a  number  could  be  named,  a  recent  outstand- 
ing one  has  been  Bryan  Rodgers,  who  was  on  the  Academic 
All- America  Baseball  Team  for  the  years  1975  and  1977.  Among 
his  many  awards  was  being  named  in  1977  to  the  NCAA  Top 
Five  overall  athletes  in  the  nation  in  all  sports. 


Bryan  Rogers. 


Eleanor  Boyd  Walters  Hall — Delta  State  University  designated  the  Phase  II 
wing  of  the  Science  Hall  as  the  Eleanor  Boyd  Walters  Hall.  This  action  was 
approved  by  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Institutions  of  Higher  Learning  on 
January  17/l980. 

The  campus  continued  to  change  during  the  Wyatt  adminis- 
tration. In  the  second  year,  Phase  II  of  Caylor  Hall,  the  science 
building,  was  completed;  into  this  structure  the  departments  of 
physical  science  and  of  mathematics  were  moved  during  the 
Christmas  holidays  of  1976.  The  52,000-square-foot  building 
cost  a  total  of  $2,170,267,  with  an  additional  $53,413  worth  of 
equipment.  The  new  wing  also  houses  a  planetarium,  unique  in 
this  part  of  the  state,  which  offers  learning  opportunities  for 
Delta  State  students  as  well  as  school  children  of  the  Delta  area. 
Caylor  Hall,  Phases  I  and  II,  provides  excellent  laboratory 
facilities  for  those  preparing  for  science  and  preprofessional 
careers. 


Eleanor  Bovd  Walters — Eleanor 
Boyd  Walters,  1934  alumnus, 
served  her  alma  mater  in  the 
Department  of  Mathematics  from 
1943,  becoming  chairman  in  1948, 
until  her  retirement  with 
emeritus  status  in  1979.  She 
received  her  Ed.  D.  From 
Teachers  College,  Columbia 
University. 
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Rov  Lee  Wiley — Roy  Lee  Wiley's 
tenure  in  the  Physics  Department 
at  Delta  State  University 
extended  from  1942  to  1975.  He 
served  as  chairman  of  the 
department  during  1958-1959. 
VVile\'  retired  with  emeritus  status 
in  1975. 


Rov  Lee  Wilev  Planetarium — The 
action  bv  Delta  State  University 
designating  the  planetarium  as 
the  Rov  Lee  Wilev  Planetarium 
was  confirmed  bv  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  Institutions  of  Higher 
Learning  on  January  17,  1980. 
Billy  Gene  Tatum,  science 
instructor,  is  pictured  operating 
the  planetarium. 
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Robert  A.  Bain,  Director  of 
Admissions,  1977 


James  Donald  Cooper,  Registrar, 
1977 


On  the  academic  side,  a  greater  emphasis  was  placed  on 
continuing  education  by  separating  the  activity  into  an  inde- 
pendent unit — the  division  of  continuing  education  and  public 
service — with  Dr.  Daisy  Howell  as  dean.  Dr.  Howell  had  served 
previously  as  professor  of  mathematics  and  also  as  associate 
dean  of  the  School  of  Graduate  Studies  and  Continuing  Educa- 
tion. She  immediately  proposed  a  program  for  senior  citizens 
which  was  approved  by  the  Academic  Council.  Under  the  direc- 
tion of  Dean  Howell,  senior  citizens  were  offered  an  opportunity 
to  take  enrichment  courses  at  the  university  without  the  regular 
process  of  admission.  A  number  of  local  citizens  have  taken 
advantage  of  the  program. 

The  academic  program  at  Delta  State  University  has  tradition- 
ally been  adjusted  to  fit  the  basic  needs  of  the  population  it  was 
intended  to  serve,  yet  remained  flexible  enough  to  provide  new 
avenues  during  the  changing  times  for  a  changing  clientele. 
Examples  of  the  flexibility  have  been  the  inauguration  of  the 
management  information  systems  and  the  fashion  merchandis- 
ing programs  housed  in  the  School  of  Business.  The  MIS  pro- 
gram provides  a  computer-oriented  emphasis,  while  the  fashion 
merchandising  program  provides  an  interdisciplinary  approach 
utilizing  the  areas  of  art,  business,  and  home  economics.  To 
further  provide  services  to  its  students  and  the  community',  the 
department  of  speech  and  drama  was  separated  in  1976  from  the 
division  of  languages  and  literature.  The  department  name  has 
since  been  changed  to  speech  communications.  Within  the  new 
department  was  added  a  director  of  speech  and  languages  sen,'- 
ices  to  strengthen  the  area  of  audiology  and  speech  pathology. 


Dr.  Robert  Nevil  Walters,  Ed.D., 
became  dean  of  the  School  of 
Graduate  Studies  on  July  1, 1976, 
when  graduate  studies  and 
continuing  education  became 
separate  entities.  His  prior 
services  include  dean  of  the 
School  of  Graduate  Studies  and 
Conhnuing  Education,  dean  of 
men,  director  of  correspondence 
and  special  services,  and 
professor  of  education. 


Dr.  Dais\'  Howell  was  named 
dean  of  the  Division  of 
Continuing  Education  on  Julv  1, 
1976 
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Dr.  Elizabeth  Mae  Scudder 
Woodward,  dean  of  the  School  of 
Nursing. 


Dr.  Lisso  Russell  Simmons 
assumed  the  position  as  the 
second  dean  of  the  School  of 
Education  on  August  1,  1978. 
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The  retirement  of  Melvin  Hemphill  in  1977  as  director  of 
admissions  brought  about  reorganization  within  the  office  of 
admissions  and  records.  Robert  Bain  was  appointed  director  of 
admissions,  and  James  Donald  Cooper  assumed  the  position  of 
registrar. 

During  the  past  four  years  of  the  Wyatt  administration,  as  in 
the  past  administrations,  the  quality  of  education  at  Delta  State 
University  has  continued  to  improve.  Application  had  been 
made  during  the  Lucas  administration  for  approval  of  the  music 
program  by  the  National  Association  of  Schools  of  Music.  The 
association's  Committee  on  Undergraduate  Study  and  Commis- 
sion on  Graduate  Study  approved  the  institution  for  associate 
membership  in  June  of  1975.  Full  membership  was  granted  in 
July,  1977.  The  attainment  of  accreditation  by  the  NASM  added 
still  further  prestige  and  incentive  to  expansion  and  quality  in 
the  field  of  music. 

Another  improvement  in  the  quality  of  education  resulted 
from  an  examination  of  the  purpose  and  aims  of  the  general 
education  requirements  for  undergraduate  students.  During  the 
1978-1979  year  the  work  of  the  Ad  Hoc  Committee  to  Study 
General  Education  Requirements  neared  completion  of  its  task. 
The  committee,  composed  of  the  division/department  chairmen 
and  the  deans  of  the  academic  schools,  exhibited  a  spirit  typical 
of  the  more  than  fifty  years  of  the  institution's  history  by  work- 
ing closely  on  a  project  that  considered  the  educational  oppor- 
tunities of  the  students  as  a  high  priority.  The  sense  of  commu- 
nity was  never  greater  in  evidence  than  at  these  meetings. 

Another  major  thrust  in  1977-1978  was  to  lay  the  foundation 
for  a  Bachelor  of  Science  in  Nursing  degree.  The  program  was 
officially  opened  in  the  fall  of  1978  to  train  degree  nurses  for  the 
health  services  of  the  Delta  region.  Dr.  Elizabeth  Woodward 
became  dean  of  the  School  of  Nursing  on  January  1,  1978,  and 
has  since  guided  the  program  to  initial  accreditation  by  the 
Board  of  Trustees,  Institutions  of  Higher  Learning  for  the  State 
of  Mississippi,  a  necessary  step  before  admitting  students.  The 
new  school  is  housed  in  Caylor  Hall. 

As  the  academic  year  1977-1978  came  to  a  close,  two  events 
took  place  that  involved  the  School  of  Education.  Dr.  B.  Hal 
Buchanan,  dean  of  the  School  of  Education  since  it  was 
established  in  1970,  announced  that  he  would  retire.  This  set  in 
motion  a  search  for  a  new  dean.  The  committee,  chaired  by  Dr. 
U.  S.  Walker,  reviewed  many  applications  before  making  its 


final  decision.  Dr.  Lisso  Simmons,  dean  of  the  School  of  Educa- 
tion at  Southeastern  Louisiana  State  University  for  the  previous 
seven  years,  accepted  the  appointment  as  the  second  dean  of  the 
School  of  Education  at  Delta  State  University. 

When  Dr.  Simmons  assumed  the  position  August  1,  1978,  he 
found  James  M.  Ewing  Hall,  the  new  education  building,  al- 
ready occupied  by  the  faculty  and  units  of  most  of  the  School  of 
Education.  The  building,  named  in  honor  of  the  late  president 
James  Milton  Ewing,  1956-1971,  was  opened  during  the  first 
term  of  the  summer  session  of  1978.  Housed  in  Ewing  Hall  are 
the  guidance  and  counseling  and  the  special  education  pro- 
grams of  the  division  of  behavioral  sciences,  the  reading  center 
and  audiovisual  education  of  the  division  of  educational  serv- 
ices, the  division  of  elementary  education,  the  division  of  home 
economics,  and  the  division  of  secondary  education  and  foun- 
dations. In  addition  to  the  greater  part  of  the  school  of  Educa- 
tion, the  building  houses  the  Instructional  Resources  Center, 
the  Audiovisual  Center,  and  the  offices  of  the  division  of  con- 
tinuing education.  Ewing  Hall  was  constructed  with  maximum 
open  space,  most  apparent  on  the  second  floor  where  the  lecture 
areas  are  open  spaces  around  the  Instructional  Resources  Center 
(IRC). 


{Beloiv)  The  Academic  Council, 
1978-1979— Dr.  Elizabeth 
Woodward,  Dr.  Daisy  Howell, 
Dr.  Johnny  Ouzts,  Dr.  Lisso  R. 
Simmons,  Dr.  Mac  G.  McRanev, 
Dr.  Jack  W.  Gunn,  Dr.  W.  F. 
LaForge,  Dr.  John  C.  Gibson,  Dr. 
Robert  N.  Walters. 


(Right)  Charles  C.  Jacobs,  Jr.,rs. 
Mrs.  Audlev  W.  Shands,  and 
President  Kent  VVyatt  at  the 
November  13,  1977,  ceremony- 
(Below)  Plaque  in  Broom  Hall 
lobln/ — Presentation  and 
recognition  ceremonv  held 
November  13, 1977,  at  2:00  P.M.  in 
Broom  Auditorium  with  Dr.  Kent 
Wyatt,  president  of  Delta  State 
Universit)-,  presiding.  Remarks 
were  made  by  Charles  C.  Jacobs, 
Jr.,  member  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  Institutions  of  Higher 
Learning,  and  the  family 
response  was  gi\'en  by  Mrs. 
Hunter  C.  Leake  II.  Members  of 
the  Shands  family,  including 
Mrs.  Audley  W.  Shands,  were 
present  for  the  ceremony  and 
reception  which  followed. 


WHERE    THERE   IS    MO   VISION.  THE 
PEOPLE    PERISH:  -  PROVERBS  2«:ia 


y*S    OF    A    COLLEGE     IN     CLEVELAND 


AUDLEY    WILLIAM    SHANOS 


LAWYER         CIVIC   LEADER 


HORHAL   SCHOOL 
DOMINANT     ROLE      .«      "-"- 
COMMITTECS      NtCHlA"-    " 


DELTA   STATE  TEACHERS    COLLEGE. 


Demolitionin  thesummerof  1975 
of  the  old  National  Guard  Armory 
to  make  way  for  the  James  M. 
Ewing  Hall. 
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James  M.  Evving  Hall. 


The  Delta  Room,  James  M.  Evving 
Hall. 


Evving  Hall  dedication. 
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Forest  Earl  VVyatt — Forest  Earl 
Wyatt  came  to  Delta  State  in  1946 
to  serve  in  the  field  of  health 
education  and  became  chairman 
of  the  Division  of  Health,  Physical 
Education,  and  Recreation  in 
1948.  He  also  ser\ed  in  various 
administrative  positions.  He 
earned  the  M.  A.  in  Ed.  at  the 
Universitv  of  Kentucky.  VVyatt 
retired  with  emeritus  status  in 
1979. 


The  IRC  provides  curriculum  and  instructional  materials  and 
services  the  branches  of  the  entire  university.  The  Audiovisual 
Center  provides  the  media  equipment.  Another  feature  of 
Ewing  Hall  is  the  Delta  Room,  a  three-tiered  auditorium  with  a 
rear  projection  screen  and  a  seating  capacity  of  about  300. 

With  the  completion  of  Ewing  Hall,  the  School  of  Education, 
so  long  spread  over  the  campus,  has  brought  together  most  of  its 
divisions  and  faculty,  with  offices  centered  on  the  third  floor. 
The  90,000-square-foot,  three-story  Ewing  Hall,  funded  in  1974, 
was  built  at  a  cost  of  $3,289,119,  with  an  additional  $466,063  for 
furniture  and  equipment. 

Dedication  service  for  the  James  M.  Ewing  Hall  was  held 
March  26, 1979,  at  10:30  A.M.  in  the  Delta  Room  of  the  building. 
President  Wyatt,  who  had  served  the  late  James  M.  Ewing  as 
alumni  secretary  and  administrative  assistant,  presided.  Partic- 
ipants in  the  program  included  Kenneth  O.  Williams,  chairman 


Forest  Earl  Wyatt  Hall — The  Physical  Education  Facility  has  been  designated 
the  Forest  Earl  Wyatt  Hall  by  Delta  State  University.  This  name  was  officially 
authorized  by  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Institutions  of  Higher  Learning  on 
January  17,  1980.  Drawing  by  DSU  Art  Major,  Susan  Pate.  {Below) 
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(Above)  Mrs.  Sillers  and  President  Wyatt  go  over  plans  for  the  Lena  Cable 
Roberts  Sillers  Chapel. 

of  the  Delta  State  Committee  of  the  State  Building  Commission, 
and  Dr.  Verner  S.  Holmes,  president  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
State  Institutions  of  Higher  Learning.  Governor  Cliff  Finch 
spoke  briefly.  Judge  James  P.  Coleman,  a  long-time  associate  of 
Ewing,  made  the  dedicatory  address.  A  family  response  was 
made  by  Mrs.  Ewing,  the  honoree's  widow. 

The  year  1978  also  brought  to  culmination  a  visit  from  a  team 
representing  the  National  Council  for  the  Accreditation  of 
Teacher  Education.  The  purpose  of  the  visit  was  to  seek  initial 
accreditation  or  reaccreditation  for  all  basic  and  advanced  grad- 
uate education  programs  of  the  university.  Success  from  these 
endeavors  came  at  the  NCATE  meeting  in  Dallas,  Texas,  Febru- 
ary, 1979,  when  approval  was  voted  to  reaccredit  all  basic  grad- 
uate programs  previously  approved  and  to  grant  initial 
accreditation  to  all  newly  submitted  masters'  programs  and  the 
educational  specialist  degree.  Dr.  B.  Hal  Buchanan,  as  dean  of 
the  School  of  Education  and  director  of  teacher  education,  work- 
ing with  Dr.  R.  N.  Walters,  dean  of  the  School  of  Graduate 
Studies  and  chairman  of  the  steering  committee,  had  carried  the 
preparatory  self  study  to  near  completion  when  Buchanan  re- 
tired June  30,  1978.  Buchanan  was  replaced  by  Dr.  Lisso  Sim- 
mons. The  transition  was  smooth,  and  plans  were  in  order  for 
the  NCATE  evaluation  team's  visit  to  the  campus  October  18, 19, 
and  20,  1978. 


The  Lena  Roberts  Sillers  Chapel 
was  dedicated  November  11, 
1979,  with  the  honoree  present. 
The  address  was  made  bv  The 
Honorable C.  B.  Newman,  Speaker 
of  the  Mississippi  House  of 
Representatives. 
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Dr.  Eugene  Chasey,  associate  professor  of  secondary  educa- 
tion, Arizona  State  University,  Tempe,  was  chairman  of  the 
eight-member  NCATE  Visitation  Committee.  At  the  conclusion 
of  the  team's  visit.  Dr.  Chasey's  comments  to  the  administration 
and  steering  committee  glowed  with  praise  for  Delta  State's 
graduate  faculty,  program,  and  students: 


.  .  .  The  content  and  programming  of  your  professional  pro- 
grams appear  to  be  most  adequate  providing  both  for  the  indi- 
vidualization for  the  student  and  assurance  for  your  faculty  that 
they  are  moving  toward  purposeful  oriented  educational  pro- 
grams. .  .  .  Concerning  your  faculty  and  faculty  preparation 
...  I  would  be  happy — I  would  be  pleased  to  be  working  with 
the  spirit  of  cooperation  I  feel  here.  I  don't  know  how  you 
developed  it,  but  apparently  you  have  something  going  here. 
Don't  lose  it,  whatever  it  is.  .  .  .  Your  library  has  made  great 
strides  ....  the  clerical  aspects  of  records  are  orderly.  .  .  . 
You're  right  on  the  brink  of  having  one  of  the  finest  evaluation 
programs  I  have  ever  had  the  privilege  of  observing.  .  .  .The 
admission  program  .  .  .  is  in  good  operation.  .  .  .  You  are  also  to 
be  commended  for  the  program  you  have  in  .  .  .  retention.  .  .  . 
The  high  regard  your  students  have  for  you  individually  and 
collectively  is  the  envy  of  every  member  of  the  team.  In  an  effort 
to  get  at  certain  areas  .  .  .  the  committee  has  obviously  taken  the 
role  of  the  devil's  advocate  which  certain  of  your  students  per- 
ceived as  being  an  attack  on  the  honor  and  tradition  of  Delta 
State,  and  they  rallied  in  good  Statesman  way  and  in  good 
southern  style.  .  .  .  The  students  are  very  loyal  to  you  as  a 
faculty  and  to  this  institution,  right  down  to  the  last  person,  and 
if  anything,  I  would  accuse  the  faculty  of  being  too  modest  in 
terms  of  what  you  have.  .  .  .  We  had  some  twenty  graduate 
students  in,  and  they  were  very,  very  much  supportive  of  the 
attention  they  get  here  because  everything  seems  to  point  to  the 
faculty  saying,  "1  care  about  these  students." 
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Two  additional  buildings  were  started  during  the  1977-1978 
school  year.  One  was  a  physical  education  classroom  facility 
which  will  be  adjacent  to  the  Walker  Natatorium  and  Whitfield 
Gymnasium.  Construction  bids  were  awarded  on  April  24, 
1978,  at  a  cost  of  $2  million.  With  construction  already  started  as 
the  1978  school  year  ended,  the  completion  of  the  new  building 


in  about  two  years  will  provide  a  centrally  located  complex  for 
the  divison  of  health,  physical  education,  and  recreation,  offer- 
ing modern  facilities  for  this  important  phase  of  the  educational 
program  to  the  students  of  Delta  State  University. 

The  second  building  begun  in  1977-1978  is  the  Lena  Roberts 
SUlers  Chapel,  which  utilizes  the  shell  of  the  heating  building, 
the  oldest  remaining  structure  on  the  campus.  Adjoining  the 
chapel  is  the  campanile,  a  sixty- foot- tall  bell  tower  to  house  the 
$35,000  Parker  West  Carillon.  The  renovation  and  construction 
of  the  chapel  and  campanile  were  made  possible  by  a  substantial 
gift  by  Lena  Roberts  Sillers,  widow  of  the  late  Honorable  Walter 
Sillers,  Jr.,  of  Rosedale,  marking  the  continuing  support  and 
longstanding  interest  in  the  instihation  by  this  influential  Delta 
family. 

Since  its  opening  on  September  15,  1925,  Delta  State  Univer- 
sity has  had  an  impact  on  education  in  the  Delta  region  and  the 
state  as  a  whole.  From  a  starting  enrollment  of  less  than  a 
hundred  students,  the  institution— beginning  as  Delta  State 
Teachers  College,  becoming  Delta  State  College,  and  now  Delta 
State  University — has  become  a  multi-purpose  institution.  Dur- 


Board  of  Trustees  of  State 
Institutions  of  Higher  Learning, 
1979— Seated  left  to  right:  ]ohnR. 
Lovelace;  Miriam  Q.  Simmons;  R. 
C.  Cook;  Charles  C.  Jacobs,  Jr.; 
Verner  S.  Holmes,  President; 
Boswell  Stevens;  Bobbv  L.  Chain; 
Betty  A.  Williams;  Robert  VV. 
Harrison,  Jr.;  William 
Shoemaker;  standing  left  to  right: 
Neal  Denton  Rodgers,  Jr.;  Travis  E. 
Parker;  Robert  L.  Shemwell;  E.  E. 
Thrash,  executive  secretan,^  and 
director. 
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ing  the  short  history  there  have  been  five  presidents .  The  admin- 
istration of  the  first,  James  Wesley  Broom,  was  less  than  a  year. 
He  was  followed  by  William  Marion  Kethley,  who  served  for 
thirty  years,  during  which  the  college  went  through  a  number  of 
crises  but  became  well  established.  The  third  president  was 
James  Milton  Ewing,  who  came  to  Delta  State  from  the  presi- 
dency of  Copiah-Lincoln  Junior  College.  He  served  for  fifteen 
years,  from  1956  to  1971.  On  his  retirement.  Dr.  Aubrey  Keith 
Lucas  became  the  fourth  president.  Four  years  later  Dr.  Lucas 
was  replaced  by  Dr.  Forest  Kent  Wyatt,  the  first  alumnus  of 
Delta  State  to  become  president. 


Board  of  Trustees  of  State  Institutions  of  Higher  Learning,  1980— Seated  left  to  right:  John  R.  Lovelace,  Batesville; 
Travis  E  Parker  Drew;  Verner  S.  Holmes,  McComb;  W.  M.  Shoemaker,  Meridian;  Mrs.  Minam  Q.  Simmons, 
Columbia-  Bobbv  L.  Chain,  Hattiesburg;  Mrs.  Betty  B.  Shemwell,  Hernando;  Boswell  Stevens,  Macon;  Robert  W. 
Harrison,  Jr.,  Ya'zoo  Citv;  Charles  C.  Jacobs,  Jr.,  Cleveland;  Mrs.  Betty  A.  Williams,  Columbus.  Standing  left  to  right: 
Denton  Rogers,  Jr.,  Pontotoc;  Tommy  Munro,  Biloxi;  E.  E.  Thrash,  Raymond. 
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Commencement 
Scenes 


Sites  of  graduation 
exercises— 1927-1928  through 
1928-1129,  College  Auditorium 
(Hill  Building);  1929-1930 
through  1948-49,  Broom 
Auditorium:  1949-1950  through 
1950-1951,  Delta  Field  (summer. 
Broom  Auditorium);  1951-1952 
through  1959-1960,  Campus 
Quadrangle  (summer.  Broom 
Auditorium);  1960-1961  through 
1978-1980,  Sillers  Coliseum 
(summers  1963,  1964,  Zeigel 
Auditorium). 


ija; 


Graduation  on  Delta  Field. 
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Commencement  in  Sillers 
Coliseum — A  campus  camera 
records  the  occasion  for  these 
graduating  seniors  on  Sundav, 
May  6,  1979. 


Commencement  on  the 
Quadrangle. 
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The  traditional  garden  party  was 
still  held  on  the  lawn  of  the 
Kethley  home  in  1948.  Gathered 
around  the  punch  bowl  on  the 
patio  are  President  Kethle\', 
Donna  McLellan,  Barbara 
Garrard,  VV.  R.  (Billy)  Smith, 
Virginia  Thompson,  "Slick" 
Williamson,  and  Charlie 
Coffman.  At  DSU's  Golden 
Anniversary  celebration,  Mrs. 
Kethley  remarked,  "At  their 
[class  of  1928]  commencement  I 
entertained  them  with  a  garden 
part\-  and  established  the  custom 
of  entertaining  each  graduation 
class.  I  still  remember  how  pretty 
the  girls  looked  in  their  party 
dresses  for  these  occasions,  the 
men  looked  good,  too!" 


Senior  Class  Day  was  a  tradition 
for  man\'  years.  At  this  service, 
juniors  dressed  in  white  robed 
the  seniors  for  their  initial  use  of 
their  cap  and  gown.  Junior  Jane 
Williams  was  at  the  piano  for  the 
class  of  1953. 


i'  ♦r'^r^^-|f/^^.''<^;^p^vT 


192IDelta  State  University 


APPENDIX 


Faculty  Emeriti    194 

Presidents  of  the  Student  Body 195 

and/or  Student  Government  Association 

Editors  in  Chief,  The  Broom    196 

Editors  in  Chief,  Miss  Delta    197 

All-America  Athletic  Selections 198 

Honor  Graduates  200 

Commencement  Speakers    203 

Alumni  Association  Presidents 208 

"Outstanding  Alumnus  of  the  Year"  Recipients 209 


193 


Faculty  Emeriti 


Carol  Brumb\-,  M.A. 

1935-1976' 
Ethel  Cain,  Ed.M. 

1931-1959 
Maud  Cain,  M.A. 

1930-1958 
Ira  Castles,  Ph.D. 

1958-1978 
Emilv  Elizabeth  Dakin,  B.S.  in  L.S. 

1936-1974 
James  Milton  Ewing,  M.A.,  LL.D. 

1956-1971 
Ralph  Franklin,  M.M. 

1956-1977 
Evelvn  Allen  Hammett,  M.A. 

1927-1959 
Georgia  Lee  latum  Hoskin,  Ph.D. 

1926-1955 
Henrv  Judson  Jacob,  Ph.D. 

1946-1974 
William  Marion  Kethley,  M.A.,  LL.D. 

1926-1956 
Kathrvn  Keener,  M.C.S. 

1948-1976 
Katie  Durelle  Mauldin,  M.A. 

1929-1961 
John  Rav  Ricks,  M.A. 

1947-1979 
Lilv  Margaret  Wade,  M.A. 

1959-1979 
Eleanor  Bovd  Walters,  Ed.D. 

1943-1979 
Jesse  Steven  White,  Ph.D. 

1946-1979 
Rov  Lee  Wilev,  M.E. 

1942-1975 
Wirt  Alfred  Williams,  M.A. 

1925-1954 
Forest  Earl  Wvatt,  M.A.  in  Ed. 

1946-1976 
Nell  Wvnn,  M.M. 

1936-1978 
Albert  Leon  Young,  PhD. 

1925-1958 
William  Henrv  Zeigel,  Ph.D. 

1925-Januarv  1,  1947 


Associate  Professor  of  Geography  Emeritus 

Professor  of  Health,  Physical  Education,  and  Recreation  Emeritus 

Assistant  Professor  of  Education  Emeritus 

Professor  of  Economics  Emeritus 

Assistant  Professor,  Library,  Emeritus 

President  Emeritus  (Deceased  September  4,  1973) 

Assistant  Professor  of  Music  Emeritus 

Professor  of  English  Emeritus 

Professor  of  History  Emeritus  (Deceased  October,  1972) 

Dean  Emeritus  of  the  School  of  Graduate  Studies 

President  Emeritus  (Deceased  October  25,  1964) 

Assistant  Professor  of  Business  Emeritus 

Registrar  Emeritus 

Assistant  Professor  of  Health,  Physicial 
Education,  and  Recreation  Emeritus 
Assistant  Professor  of  Health,  Physical 
Education,  and  Recreation  Emeritus 
Professor  of  Mathematics  Emeritus 

Professor  of  Biology  Emeritus 

Associate  Professor  of  Physics  Emeritus 

Professor  of  History  Emeritus  (Deceased  January  1,  1960) 

Associate  Professor  of  Health,  Physical  Education,  and 

Recreation  Emeritus 

Associate  Professor  of  Music  Emeritus 

Professor  of  Education  Emeritus  (Deceased  August  31,  1977) 

Dean  of  the  College  Emeritus  (Deceased  June  17,  1947) 


Presidents  of  the  Student  Body 
and/or  Student  Government 
Association 


1925-26  Howard  Barwick 

1953-54  Edwin  Cobb 

1926-27  Dorothy  Rice 

1954-55  James  Rogers 

1927-28  Herbert  Daughdrill 

1955-56  Elizabeth  Ann  Alston 

1928-29  Hal  Carnes 

1956-57  Johnny  Ouzts 

1929-30  Hal  Carnes 

1957-58  Robert  Parnell 

1930-31  William  W.  Hanks 

1958-59  Nancy  Fowler 

1931-32  Kenneth  I.  Tucker 

1959-60  Larry  Barrentine 

1932-33  Duncan  McFarlane 

1960-61  Bobby  Rowe 

1933-34  James  Flack 

1961-62  Pat  Lewis 

1934-35  James  Flack 

1962-63  Al  Hopkins 

1935-36  Ottis  Ballard 

1963-64  Larry  Lewis 

1936-37  Linwood  Ingram 

1964-65  Peter  Jernberg 

1937-38  Louis  N.  Varnado 

1965-66  Liberty  Cash 

1938-39  Jack  Sutphin 

1966-67  Doug  Young 

1939-40  Jasper  LaPresto 

1967-68  Tom  McKiernon 

1940-41  Charles  Barbour 

1968-69  Jim  Powers 

1941-42  Hugh  C.  Smith 

1969-70  Mike  Whelan 

1942-43  Walter  Varnado 

1970-71  Sandv  Frank  Dykes 

1943-44  Charles  Tucker 

1971-72  William  LaForge 

1944-45  Kathryn  Denman 

1972-73  Mike  Cordell 

1945-46  Martha  Ann  Jepsen 

1973-74  Wayne  Bailey 

1946-47  Paul  Robertson 

1974-75  Ronnie  Robertson 

1947-48  Foster  Blalock 

1975-76  Wilham  Bell  Crump  111 

1948-49  John  Yurkow 

1976-77  Kary  Carlson 

1949-50  Paul  Anderson 

1977-78  Ralph  Miller 

1950-51  Mills  Rogers 

1978-79  Mike  Englehart 

1951-52  Hugh  Ellis  Walker 

1979-80  Suzanne  LaForge 

1952-53  James  Hadley 

1980-81  Allen  Hale  Thompson 
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Editors  in  Chief,  The  Broom 


1927-28  Cora  Ervin 

1954-55 

1928-29  William  David  McCain 

1955-56 

1929-30  William  David  McCain 

1956^57 

1930-31  Bernard  A.  Sharp 

1957-58 

1931-32  Kenneth  Tucker;  Lena  Powell  Simmons 

1958-59 

1932-33  Lena  Powell  Simmons  (no  yearbook  issued) 

1959-60 

1933-34  Oleta  Meadows 

1960-61 

1934-35  Lucille  Haynes 

1961-62 

1935-36  Anita  Sanders 

1962-63 

1936-37  Anita  Sanders 

1963-64 

1937-38  Celv  Gibbons 

1964-65 

1938-39  Ruth  Agner 

1965-66 

1939-40  Thelma  Chapman 

1966^67 

1940-41  Ruth  Barkley 

1967-68 

1941-42  Pauline  Sigler 

1968-69 

1942-43  Gladys  Agner 

1969-70 

1943-44  Ruth  Oridge 

1970-71 

1944-45  Claire  Lowry 

1971-72 

1945-46  Billie  Rossie 

1972-73 

1946-47  Betty  Oakman 

1973-74 

1947-48  Barney  Jean  Younger 

1974-75 

1948-49  Leona  Dean 

1975-76 

1949-50  Liba  Poe 

1976-77 

1950-51  Louise  Calvert 

1977-78 

1951-52  Ruth  Helen  Greenlee 

1978-79 

1952-53  Martha  Flo'  Priest 

1979-80 

1953-54  Bobbie  Graves 

1980-81 

Bebe  Carter 
Alma  Ruth  Oliver 
Marie  Barker 
Jean  Patterson 
Glenn  A.  Britt 
Judy  Palmer 
Patricia  Middleton 
Lady  Jane  Castle 
Betty  Andrews 
Barbara  Hancock 
Linda  Cain 
Judy  Wyatt 
Betty  Bl'ackledge 
Betty  Blackledge 
Dymple  Phillips 
Bobby  West 
Donna  Weatherall 
Michael  David  St.  John 
Kathleen  Aguzzi 
Cindy  Hays 
Jo  Beth  Ainsworth 
Renee  Lockett 
Maurine  Dillard 
Diana  Walters 
Jeannie  Thomas 
Sally  Correro 
Ruth  Wong 
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Editors  in  Chief,  Miss  Delta 


1926-27  William  David  McCain  (first  issue  appeared  Oct.  27,  1926,  ninth 
issue  ended  the  year  on  May  24,  1927. 
Mary  Elizabeth  "Mollie"  Bedwell 


1927-28 

1928-29  Fannie  A.  Mallette 

1929-30  Louise  Garst 

1930-31  Louise  Garst 

1931-32  Duncan  McFarlane 

1932-33  Duncan  McFarlane 

1933-34  Richard  P.  Lane 

1934-35  Richard  P.  Lane 

1935-36  Ottis  Ballard 

1936-37  Oscar  Crutchfield 

1937-38  Oscar  Crutchfield 

1938-39  Jasper  LaPresto 

1939-40  Warene  Gilbert 

1940-41  Gains  Hawkins 

1941-42  Gains  Hawkins 

1942-43  Harry  Abernathy 

1943-44  Frances  Ryals 

1944-45  Alice  Causev 

1945-46  Robbie  Campbell  Oakman 

1946-47  Gains  Hawkins 

1947-48  Wayne  Brand 

1948-49  Patsy  Thrash 

1949-50  Evelyn  A.  Stallings 

1950-51  Hollis  McNeer 

1951-52  Clyde  Wade 

1952-53  Joy  Latham 

1953-54  Sara  Moore 


1954-55  Elizabeth  Ann  Alston 

1955-56  Ann  Williams 

1956-57  Gayle  Murphree 

1957-58  Joyce  Palmer 

1958-59  Sara  Duncan 

1959-60  Angle  Hale 

1960-61  Bill  Givens 

1961-62  James  Townes 

1962-63  Carol  Manning 

1963-64  Larry  Liddell 

1964-65  Jack'Steele  (Fall  Sem);  Barnes  Carr  (Spring  Sem) 

1965-66  Wilma  Blackmon 

1966-67  Jim  Moore 

1967-68  Jim  Moore 

1968-69  Susan  Webber 

1969-70  Marcia  Flemin 

1970-71  Allen  Pearson 

1971-72  Clark  Rumfelt 

1972-73  Gwyne  Rone 

1973-74  Bob  Sandifer 

1974-75  Willis  Lucroy 

1975-76  Lacy  Lee  Baker 

1976-77  Pam  Lumpkin 

1977-78  Brenda  Coulter 

1978-79  Renee  Canov 

1979-80  Elaine  Cox 

1980-81  Diana  Beibers 


g,  resigned  10/24'69;  Allen  Pearson,  11  3  69 
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All- America  Athletic 
Selections 


Year 

Player 

Sp'ort 

Selection  Board 

Team 

1937 

Chuck  Thomas 

Football 

Associated  Press 

2nd 

1940 

T.  T.  Blackledge 

Basketball 

NAIB 

1st 

1941 

T.  T.  Blackledge 

Basketball 

NAIB 

2nd 

1941 

Robert  Telfair 

Football 

Associated  Press 

Honorable  Mention 

1941 

Arlis  Ricks 

Basketball 

NAIB 

2nd 

1948 

Bobby  Barbour 

Football 

Williamson 

Honorable  Mention 

1954 

Jimm\'  Sanders 

Football 

Williamson 

Honorable  Mention 

1954 

Aubrey  Rozzell 

Football 

Williamson 

Honorable  Mention 

1955 

Aubrey  Rozzell 

Football 

NAIA 

1st 

1956 

Cotton  Robertson 

Football 

Williamson 

3rd 

1956 

Carl  Grubb 

Football 

Williamson 

Honorable  Mention 

1958 

Slick  McCooI 

Football 

Associated  Press 

Honorable  Mention 

1959 

George  Arendale 

Football 

NAIA 

2nd 

1959 

David  Dodd 

Football 

NAIA 

Honorable  Mention 

1960 

Jim  Tavlor 

Basketball 

NAIA 

3rd 

1961 

Les  Henning 

Football 

Williamson 

1st 

1962 

Earl  Coleman 

Football 

Williamson 

1st 

1962 

Ike  Tavlor 

Football 

Associated  Press 

Honorable  Mention 

1962 

Donnie  Cotton 

Football 

Associated  Press 

Honorable  Mention 

1965 

Mike  Vincent 

Football 

Associated  Press 

Honorable  Mention 

1966 

Bill  Buckner 

Football 

Associated  Press 

Honorable  Mention 

1967 

Leland  Hughes 

Football 

Associated  Press 

1st 

1967 

Sammy  Little 

Basketball 

Associated  Press 

Honorable  Mention 

1968 

Jim  Whitehurst 

Baseball 

AACBC 

1st 

1969 

Mike  Corbin 

Football 

Associated  Press 

Honorable  Mention 

1969 

Sammy  Little 

Basketball 

Associated  Press 

1st 

1969 

Bobby  Tosch 

Baseball 

AACBC 

2nd 

1970 

Alvin  Ratliff 

Basketball 

Associated  Press 

Honorable  Mention 

*1970 

Les  Slough 

Baseball 

AACBC 

2nd 

*1970 

Hal  Posey 

Football 

CoSIDA 

1st 

1970 

Grady  Coleman 

Football 

NAIA 

Honorable  Mention 

1971 

Alvin  Ratliff 

Basketball 

Associated  Press 

Honorable  Mention 

*1971 

Jesse  Palmer 

Basketball 

CoSIDA 

2nd 

1971 

Walden  Curry 

Outdoor  Track 

NAIA 

1st 

1971 

Gene  Bryant 

Football 

NAIA 

Honorable  Mention 

1972 

Walden  Curry 

Indoor  Track 

NAIA 

1st 

*1972 

Larry  Magee 

Basketball 

CoSIDA 

1st 

1972 

Walden  Curry 

Outdoor  Track 

NAIA 

1st 

1972 

Jerry  Holt 

Football 

NAIA 

2nd 

1972 

John  Cox 

Football 

NAIA 

2nd 

1973 

Walden  Currv 

Indoor  Track 

NAIA 

1st 
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*1973 

Chip  Crenshaw 

Baseball 

CoSIDA 

1st 

1973 

Walden  Curry 

Outdoor  Track 

NAIA 

1st 

1973 

David  Bradberry 

Football 

AP&  NAIA 

Honorable  Mention 

1973 

Gene  Bryant 

Football 

AP&  NAIA 

Honorable  Mention 

*1973 

James  Woodard 

Football 

CoSIDA 

2nd 

1974 

Walden  Curry 

Indoor  Track 

NAIA 

1st 

1974 

Ronnie  Holmes 

Football 

NAIA 

2nd 

*1974 

Billy  Hood 

Football 

CoSIDA 

1st 

*1974 

Larry  Miller 

Football 

CoSIDA 

1st 

*1974 

Ricky  Lewis 

Football 

CoSIDA 

1st 

*1974 

Neil  Hitchcock 

Football 

CoSIDA 

2nd 

*1974 

Rick  Krahn 

Football 

CoSIDA 

2nd 

1975 

Willie  Collins 

Indoor  Track 

NAIA 

1st 

1975 

Lusia  Harris 

Basketball 

Kodak 

1st 

*1975 

Bryan  Rodgers 

Baseball 

CoSIDA 

1st 

*1976 

Billy  Hood 

Football 

CoSIDA 

1st 

1976 

Lusia  Harris 

Basketball 

Kodak 

1st 

1976 

Lane  Cook 

Golf 

NCAA 

2nd 

1976 

Jerry  Smith 

Golf 

NCAA 

3rd 

1976 

Willie  Collins 

Track 

NCAA 

1st 

1976 

Casey  Baker 

Track 

NCAA 

1st 

*1976 

Sonny  Clay 

Baseball 

CoSIDA 

2nd 

1977 

Lusia  Harris 

Basketball 

Kodak  &  Underalls 

1st 

1977 

Debbie  Brock 

Basketball 

Underalls 

1st 

1977 

Cornelia  Ward 

Basketball 

Underalls 

1st 

1977 

Ramona  Von  Boeckman 

Basketball 

Underalls 

1st 

1977 

Wanda  Hairston 

Basketball 

Underalls 

1st 

1977 

Willie  Collins 

Track 

NCAA 

1st 

1977 

Bubba  McBrain 

Baseball 

AACBC 

2nd 

1977 

Bryan  Rodgers 

Baseball 

AACBC 

3rd 

1977 

John  Crawford 

Baseball 

AACBC 

3rd 

1977 

Tom  Waring 

Baseball 

AACBC 

3rd 

*1977 

Bryan  Rodgers 

Baseball 

CoSIDA 

2nd 

1977 

Floyd  Fortenberry 

Football 

Associated  Press 

Honorable  Mention 

1977 

Sam  Killingsworth 

Football 

Associated  Press 

Honorable  Mention 

1977 

Stevie  Moody 

Football 

Associated  Press 

Honorable  Mention 

1978 

Debbie  Brock 

Basketball 

Kodak,  Underalls, 

&  Kennedy  Enterprises 

1st 

1978 

Annie  Witherington 

Basketball 

Underalls 

1st 

1978 

Ramona  Von  Boechman 

Basketball 

Kennedy  Enterprises 

1st 

1978 

Cornelia  Ward 

Basketball 

Kennedy  Enterprises 

1st 

1978 

Steve  Sandroni 

Baseball 

AACBC 

1st 

1978 

Bubba  McBrain 

Baseball 

AACBC 

3rd 

1978 

John  Crawford 

Baseball 

AACBC 

3rd 

1978 

Mike  Kinnison 

Baseball 

AACBC 

2nd 

1978 

Sam  Killingsworth 

Football 

Associated  Press 

Honorable  Mention 

*1978 

Terry  Mood}' 

Football 

CoSIDA 

1st 

1979 

Annie  Witherington 

Basketball 

Underalls 

1st 

1979 

Larry  Davidson 

Track 

NCAA 

1st 

1979 

Bubba  McBrain 

Baseball 

AACBC 

3rd 

tl979 

Tim  Harvey 

Baseball 

CoSIDA 

1st 

n979 

Charles  Stavely 

Football 

CoSIDA 

1st 

*Academ 

ic  All-America 
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Honor  Graduates 


1927-28  Spring  Quarter 

Summer  Quarter 
1928-29  Spring  Quarter 

Summer  Quarter 
1929-30  Spring  Quarter 

Summer  Quarter 
1930-31  Spring  Quarter 

Summer  Quarter 
1931-32  Spring  Quarter 

Summer  Quarter 
1932-33  Spring  Quarter 

Summer  Quarter 
1933-34  Spring  Quarter 

Summer  Quarter 
1934-35  Spring  Quarter 

Summer  Quarter 
1935-36  Spring  Quarter 

Summer  Quarter 
1936-37  Spring  Quarter 

Summer  Quarter 
1937-38  Spring  Quarter 

Summer  Quarter 
1938-39  Spring  Quarter 

Summer  Quarter 
1939-40  Spring  Quarter 

Summer  Quarter 
1940-41  Spring  Quarter 

Summer  Quarter 
1941-42  Spring  Quarter 

Summer  Quarter 
1942-43  Spring  Quarter 

Summer  Quarter 
1943-44  Spring  Quarter 

Summer  Quarter 
1944-45  Spring  Quarter 

Summer  Quarter 
1945-46  Spring  Quarter 

Summer  Quarter 
1946-47  Spring  Quarter 

Summer  Quarter 
1947-48  Spring  Quarter 

Summer  Quarter 
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Mary  Elizabeth  Bedwell 

Marguerite  Lenore  Zeigel 

Zena  Garrett 

Eugenia  Bachman 

William  D.  McCain 

Elizabeth  Helen  Zeigel 

Evelyn  Ezell 

Lois  Evelyn  Wright 

Thelma  Lorine  Butler 

Nan  Campbell  Bounds 

Sarah  Bush 

Ruth  Louise  Coleman 

Eleanor  Boyd  Walters 

Louise  Boschert 

Louise  Whitley  Mitchim 

Sarah  Elizabeth  McLain 

Elizabeth  O'Bryant 

Katherine  Boschert 

Ora  Bizzell 

Joseph  Augustus  Schlatter 

Mary  Louise  Sanders 

Evelyn  Louise  Conger 

Ruth  Elizabeth  Agner 

Mary  Elizabeth  House 

Howard  V.  Zeigel 

James  P.  Norwood 

Ruth  Barkley 

Hazel  Carlene  Earned  —  Maurice  Wood 

Carolyn  Templeton 

Eola  Vinson  Lorance 

Gladys  Adair  Agner 

Elizabeth  Ann  Myers 

Clara  Frances  Ryals 

Laura  Byrd  Campbell 

Alice  Catchings  Causey 

Mary  Emma  Boggan 

Catherine  Colton  Williams 

Randolph  Rayner  Williams 

Margaret  Brokaw 

Margery  Bays 

Merle  Lewis  Walker,  4-year 

Carl  W.  Salyer,  2-year 

Volney  Edgar  Earned,  Jr.,  4-year 

Sadie  Rose  Trim,  2-vear 


1948-49  Spring  Quarter 

Summer  Quarter 
1949-50  Spring  Quarter 

Summer  Quarter 
1950-51  Spring  Quarter 

Summer  Quarter 
1951-52  Spring  Quarter 

Summer  Quarter 
1952-53  Spring  Quarter 

Summer  Quarter 
1953-54  Spring  Quarter 

Summer  Quarter 
1954-55  Spring  Quarter 

Summer  Quarter 
1955-56  Spring  Quarter 

Summer  Quarter 
1956-57  Spring  Quarter 

Summer  Quarter 
1957-58  Spring  Quarter 

Summer  Quarter 
1958-59  Spring  Quarter 

Summer  Quarter 
1959-60  Spring  Semester 

Summer  Session 
1960-61  Spring  Semester 

Summer  Session 
1961-62  Spring  Semester 

Summer  Session 
1962-63  Spring  Semester 


Robert  Moody  Simpson,  4-year 
Rena  Virginia  Bailey,  2-year 
Joe  R.  Farned,  4-year 
Clyde  Ellis  Taylor,  2-year 
John  White  Valentine,  4-year 
Mary  Lucille  Oaks,  4-year 
William  Garrison  Lorance,  4-year 
L.  C.  Henson,  2-year 
Cherry  Anne  Walker,  4-year 
Jo  Gibson  Anderson,  2-year 
Clyde  A.  Hartley,  4-year 
Mary  Ruth  Handley,  2-year 
Jack  Bartell,  4-year 
Thomas  Ray  Morgan,  4-year 
Alyce  West  Richardson,  4-year 
Lucille  Mahaffey  Hardy,  2-year 
Barbara  Jane  Williams,  4-year 
Mary  Wynne  Bailey,  2-year 
Juanita  Farmer  Crespino,  4-year 
Mary  Kathryn  Finlay,  2-year 
Lee  Rakestraw,  4-Year 
Willie  Leon  Wilson,  2-year 
Emmett  Elaine  Davis,  4-year 
Mary  Ann  Arnold,  2-year 
Jack  Cannon  Whites,  4-year 
Edith  Mirle  Mathews,  2-year 
Rosemary  Bianca,  4-year 
Margaret  Bunch  Williams,  2-year 
Peggy  Ann  Dalton,  4-year 
Angeline  Ferguson  Goodwin,  4-year 
Gwendolyn  MarHn  Bingham,  4-year 
Carl  Powell  Savage,  2-year 
Shirley  Anne  Hinton,  4-year 
Eunice  Buskirk  Rushing,  2-year 
Herbert  Lee  McGrew,  4-year 
Jo  Carolyn  Wade  Potts,  2-year 
Mary  Lucile  Morley,  4-year 
Wanda  Lee  Hannah,  4-year 
Jack  Wilbourne  Pierce,  4-year 
Louella  Shaw  Wilson,  2-year 
Norma  Joyce  Palmer,  4-year 
Charlotte  Coker  Worley,  2-year 
Pearl  Elliott  Outlaw,  4-year 
Minnie  Young  Peaster,  2-year 
Angle  Elberta  Hale,  4-year 
Norma  Patrick  Burrell,  2-year 
Don  Leet  Wilson,  2-year 
Mandy  Ann  Smith  Prewitt,  4-year 
Forrest  Ward  Underwood,  2-year 
Joycelyn  Kay  Milner,  4-year 
Robert  Lee  Bellipanni,  2-year 
Norma  Angeline  Webb  Frank,  4-year 
Gloria  Lee  Baskin,  2-year 
William  Toney  Wilson,  4-year 
Robert  Maxwell  Wilson,  2-year 
George  Thomas  Sheilds,  2-year 
David  LaValle  House,  Jr.,  4-year 
Carolyn  Faye  Worsham,  2-year 
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Summer  Session 

1963-64  Spring  Semester 
Summer  Session 

1964-65  Spring  Semester 

Summer  Session 

1965-66  Spring  Semester 
Summer  Session 

1966-67  Spring  Semester 

Summer  Session 
1967-68  Spring  Semester 

Summer  Session 

1968-69  Spring  Semester 

Summer  Session 
1969-70  Spring  Semester 

Summer  Session 
1970-71  Spring  Semester 

Summer  Session 
1971-72  Spring  Semester 


Summer  Session 
1972-73  Spring  Semester 

Summer  Session 
1973-74  Spring  Semester 

Summer  Session 
1974-75  Spring  Semester 

Summer  Session 

1975-76  Spring  Semester 

Summer  Session 


Sandra  Wherry  Blythe,  4-year 

Martha  Latimer  Adams,  2-year 

Gwendolyn  Sue  Wright,  2-year 

Mary  Dianne  Brown,  4-year 

Mimmye  James  Wilson  Bradley,  2-year 

Rosemary  Correro  Denton,  4-year 

Rebecca  Shelby  Smith,  2-year 

Lena  Gail  Weatherly,  4-year 

Martha  Scott  Neal,  2-year 

Joyce  Thomas  Bennett,  2-year 

Sue  Jean  Stevens  Minchew,  4-year 

Louise  P.  Clara,  2-year 

Lynette  McDonald,  4-year 

Grady  Eugene  Bowman,  2-year 

Winford  Charlotte  Trahan,  4-year 

Ruby  Jane  Dickerson,  4-year 

Martha  Elizabeth  Veasey,  2-year 

C.  Cayce  Warf,  4-year 

Lynwood  Esther  Littlejohn,  2-year 

Margaret  Naaman  Jones,  4-year 

Anne  Rutherford  Baldwin,  2-year 

Sue  Gray,  2-year 

Delta  Fowler  Baldwin,  4-year 

Mary  Nina  Doss,  2-year 

Genevieve  Montgomery,  4-year 

Ary  House  Simcox,  2-year 

Bonnie  Hilburn  Joslin,  4-year 

Rayanna  Judge  Dorman,  2-year 

Rebecca  Jane  Ellis,  4-year 

Gary  L.  Ratliff,  2-year 

Joanne  Carol  Anderson,  4-year 

Roland  Parker  Guest,  2-year 

Randall  Keith  Little,  2-year 

Ann  Elizabeth  Naaman,  2-year 

Linda  Kidd  Clifton,  4-year 

Karen  Tabbert  Cox,  2-year 

Mary  Catherine  Aguzzi  Flippo,  4-year 

Billy  Z.  Gordon,  2-year 

Richard  Svmthe  Kuebler,  2-year 

Elizabeth  Barrett  Long,  4-year 

Judy  Leigh  Tingle,  2-year 

Sylvia  Nell  Watkins,  4-year 

Ellis  Ray  Branch,  2-year 

Sharon  McGregor,  4-year 

Reveland  Miller  Wheat,  2-year 

Dana  Pritchard  Carr,  4-year 

Carol  Elizabeth  Kossman,  4-year 

Sheila  Ann  Ballard,  2-year 

Sharon  Yvonne  Nelms,  2-year 

Mollie  Shepherd  Spraberry,  4-year 

Marilyn  Templeton  Newton,  2-year 

Sally  Lutrick  Watford,  4-year 

Julie  Ann  Turner,  2-year 

Charlotte  Brown  Upchurch,  4-year 

Margaret  Gault  Jett,  2-year 

Mary  Ward  Sanders,  2-year 
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1976-77  Spring  Semester    William  Larry  Alford,  4-year 

Bryan  Lee  Rodgers,  4-year 
Linda  Anne  Chance,  4-year 
Jamel  S.  Abraham,  2-year 
Summer  Session    Emily  Smith  Pender,  4-year 
D.  Michael  Biggs,  2-year 
1977-78  Spring  Semester    Mona  Virginia  Tharp,  4-year 

Lela  Maxine  Harper,  2-year 
Richard  Harold  Flowers,  2-year 
Nancy  Grimes,  Hawkins,  2-year 
Summer  Session    Peter  Tomlison  Bayles,  4-year 
Betty  Lovett  Campbell,  4-year 
Pamela  Westbrook  Downing,  2-year 
1978-79  Spring  Semester    Tommy  Jay  Campbell,  4-year 

Jan  Lanelle  Furniss,  4-year 
Harriet  E.  Reeves,  2-year 
Summer  Session    Kerry  Mark  Wright,  4-year 

Marlene  Bowen  Burchfield,  2-year 
1979-80  Spring  Semester     Martin  Acree,  4-year 

Elena  Barham,  2-year 
Debra  Rae  Schulz  Dempsey,  2-year 
Barbara  Annette  Lawrence,  2-year 
Dianne  McMinn,  2-year 

Commencement  Speakers 

1928: 

Spring  Baccalaureate  Rt.  Rev.  W.  M.  Green 

Spring  Commencement  A.  L.  Crabbe,  Ph.D.,  George  Peabodv  College  for  Teachers 

Summer  Commencement  President  Chas.  H.  Brough,  Central  College,  Conway,  Arkansas 

^329:  Dr.  J.  Murray  Taylor,  Cleveland  Christian  Church 

Dr.  Alexander  Bondurant,  University  of  Mississippi 
Honorable  Joseph  E.  Gibson,  Superintendent  of  Schools,  McComb 

1930:  Rev.  Walter  Ward 

Dr.  M.  E.  Dodd,  President,  Dodd  College,  Shreveport,  Louisiana 
No  speaker 

^^^^-  President  Charles  E.  Diehl,  Southwestern  University,  Memphis 

Dr.  Marvin  Sumners  Pittman,  Director  of  Teacher  Training,  Michigan  State  Normal 

College,  Ypsilanti,  Michigan 
Dr.  Charles  D.  Johnson,  President,  Ouachita  College,  Arkadelphia,  Arkansas 

^^^--  Dr.  E.  J.  Caswell,  Pastor,  First  Baptist  Church,  Greenwood 

R.  H.  Watkins,  Superintendent  of  Schools,  Laurel 
Dr.  B.  L.  Parkinson,  President,  Mississippi  State  College  for  Women 

1933:  Bishop  William  Mercer  Green 

Frank  C.  Jenkins,  Director  Teacher  Training,  State  Department  of  Education 
Dr.  D.  M.  Nelson,  President,  Mississippi  College,  Clinton 

1934:  Dr.  J.  R.  Countiss 

Dr.  A.  B.  Butts,  Mississippi  State  College 
Judge  Percy  Bell 
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2935;  Rev.  James  VV,  Workman 

H.  B.  Heidelberg,  Superintendent,  Clarksdale  City  Schools 

Dr.  Joseph  Roemer,  Professor  of  Secondary  Education,  George  Peabody  College  for 
Teachers 

1956:  Rev.  James  Faulconer 

Dr.  Doak  S.  Campbell,  George  Peabody  College  for  Teachers 
Dr.  G.  T.  Gillespie,  President  of  Belhaven  College,  Jackson 

5937;  Dr.  T.  K.  Young,  Pastor,  Idlewild  Presbyterian  Church,  Memphis  Senator  John  W.  Kyle 

Supt.  H.  V.  Cooper,  Superintendent  of  Schools,  Vicksburg 

1938-  Bishop  Theodore  DuBose  Bratton 

Dr.  C.  A.  Ives,  Dean,  Teachers  College,  Louisiana  State  University 
President  Paul  West,  Sunflower  Junior  College,  Moorhead 

j^;}g.  Rev   Shed  Hill  Caffey,  Pastor  First  Methodist  Church,  Greenwood 

Dr   Charles  C   Sherrod,  President,  State  Teachers  College,  Johnson  City,  Tennessee 
Dr.  Lawrence  T.  Lowery,  President,  Blue  Mountain  College,  Blue  Mountain,  Missis- 
sippi 

7940:  Dr.  Harry  Leland  Martin,  Pastor,  First  Baptist  Church,  Senatobia 

Hon.  Aubrev  Bell  ,       ,     ,       .      .  ,u-  u 

Hon.  Forrest  G.  Cooper,  Member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  for  the  Institutions  of  Higher 
Learning,  Indianola,  Mississippi 

1941:  Dr.  J.  P.  Marion,  Pastor,  First  Presbyterian  Church,  Greenwood 

Dr.  S.  C.  Garrison,  George  Peabody  College,  Nashville 
Supt.  E.  S.  Bowlus,  Superintendent  of  Schools,  Greenwood 

1942:  Rev.  F.  M.  Powell  ,,.     ■     •      ■ 

Major  W.  E.  Holcombe,  Director,  Office  of  Price  Administration,  Jackson,  Mississippi 
Supt.  F.  W.  Young,  Superintendent  of  Schools,  Merigold 

1943:  Rev.  James  A  Stewart 

Edward  J.  Meeman,  Editor,  Memphis  Press  Scimitar 
Mr.  F.  C.  Barnes,  Superintendent  of  Schools,  Drew 

IS44:  Rev.  J.  W.  Ward,  Superintendent,  Greenville  District,  North  Mississippi  Methodist 

Conference 
Forrest  W.  Murphy,  Superintendent  Greenville  Public  Schools 
Charles  J.  St.  John,  Brooksville,  Mississippi 

3945;  Dr.  P.  L  Lipsey,  Clinton,  Mississippi 

Thomas  L.  Bailev,  Governor  of  Mississippi 

Charles  E,  S.  Kraemer,  Pastor,  First  Presbyterian  Church,  Leland,  Mississippi 

1946:  Rev.  Ira  D.  Eavenson,  Chaplain  Veterans  Hospital,  Gulfport,  Mississippi 

Dr.  E.  B.  Robert,  Dean,  College  of  Education,  Louisiana  State  University,  Baton  Rouge, 

Louisiana 
Senator  Oscar  O.  Wolfe,  Duncan,  Mississippi 

2947:  Rev.  T  Russell  Nunan,  Minister,  First  Presbyterian  Church,  Greenville,  Mississippi 

Dr.  J.  D.  Williams,  Chancellor,  University  of  Mississippi 
Dr.  Joe  Farrar,  Dean,  Delta  State  University 
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^348.-  Dr.  Anthony  W.  Dick,  Minister,  Second  Presbyterian  Cfiurch,  Memphis,  Tennessee 

Dr.  Fred  T.  Mitchell,  President,  Mississippi  State  College 

Dr.  R.  G.  Lee,  President,  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  Minister,  Bellevue  Baptist 
Church,  Memphis,  Tennessee 

'i949:  Rt.  Rev.  Duncan  M.  Gray,  Bishop  of  the  Diocese  of  Mississippi 

Dr.  H.  L.  Donovan,  President,  University  of  Kentucky 
Dr.  W.  J.  Edens,  President,  Arkansas  State  College 

^^■SO;  Dr.  E.  Gibson  Davis,  Pastor,  First  Baptist  Church,  Kingsport,  Tennessee 

Dr.  Henry  H.  Hill,  President,  George  Peabody  College  for  Teachers 
Dr.  M.  L.  Smith,  President,  Millsaps  College 

1951:  Dr.  W.  B.  Selah,  Pastor,  Galloway  Memorial  Church,  Jackson 

Dr.  R.  C.  Cook,  President,  Mississippi  Southern  College,  Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 
Mr.  Hyram  Gerrard,  Superintendent,  Anguilla  Public  Schools 

1952:  Rev.  Van  M.  Arnold,  Pastor,  First  Presbyterian  Church,  Greenwood 

Dr.  A.  L.  Crabb,  George  Peabody  College  for  Teachers,  Nashville,  Tennessee 
Charles  C.  Jacobs,  Jr. 

1953:  Rev.  R.  G.  Moore,  Supt.  Greenville  District,  Methodist  Church 

Mr.  Walter  Sillers,  Speaker,  House  of  Representatives,  State  of  Mississippi 
Mr.  R.  D.  McLendon,  President,  Northwest  Mississippi  Junior  College 

1954:  Rev.  Vincent  C.  Franks,  D.  D.,  Rector,  St.  Andrew's  Episcopal  Church,  Jackson 

J.  O.  Emmerich,  Editor,  Enterprise  journal,  McComb 

Dr.  E.  R.  Jobe,  Executive  Secretary,  Board  of  Trustees,  State  Institutions  of  Higher 
Learning,  State  of  Mississippi 

1955:  Rev.  Charlie  A.  Webb,  Pastor,  First  Baptist  Church,  Cleveland 

Noble  B.  Hendrix,  Dean  of  Students,  University  of  Alabama 
Robert  M.  Mayo,  Superintendent  of  Schools,  Clarksdale 

1956:  Rev.  Ira  D.  Eavenson,  Pastor,  First  Baptist  Church,  Marks 

Dr.  Ben  F.  Hilbun,  President,  Mississippi  State  College 
W.  B.  Dribben,  Superintendent  of  Schools,  Greenwood 

1957:  Bishop  Marvin  A.  Franklin 

Dr.  William  D.  McCain 
Supt.  R.  J.  Koonce 

1958:  Dr.  Jewell  H.  Kyzar 

The  Honorable  James  O.  Eastland,  United  States  Senator,  Mississippi 
Mr.  W.  J.  Parks,  Superintendent  of  Schools,  Cleveland 

1959:  Rev.  Douglas  Walter  Davis,  Pastor,  Church  of  Christ,  Cleveland 

Dr.  Henry  H.  Hill,  President,  George  Peabodv  College  for  Teachers 
Mr.  Robert  H.  Taylor,  Superintendent,  West  tallahatchie  Schools 
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Rev.  Roy  S.  Hulan,  Pastor,  First  Christian  Church,  Jackson 

Dr.  H.  Ellis  Finger,  President,  Millsaps  College 

Mr.  R.  D.  McLendon,  President,  Northwest  Junior  College 


1961:  Dr.  Richard  A.  Boiling,  First  Presbyterian  Church,  Cleveland 

Hon.  John  C.  Stennis,  United  States  Senator 
Mr.  Gycelle  Tynes,  Superintendent,  Clarksdale  Public  Schools 

Appendix  205 


JSS2:  Dr.  William  L.  Compere,  President,  Clarke  Memorial  College,  Newton,  Mississippi 

President  Dean  W.  Colbert,  Mississippi  State  University,  State  College,  Mississippi 
M.  A.  Hirsch,  Rear  Admiral,  U.S.N. 

1963:  Bishop  Marvin  A.  Franklin,  Jackson  Area,  Methodist  Church 

Mr.  Owen  Cooper,  President,  Mississippi  Chemical  Corporation,  Yazoo  City 
B.  Hal  Buchanan,  Superintendent,  Greenville  Public  Schools 

3964;  Reverend  James  Fairchild,  Louisville,  Mississippi 

Dr.  Ernest  V.  Mollis,  Director  of  Higher  Education,  U.S.  Office  of  Education 
Dr.  Woodrovv  W.  Clark,  Dean,  William  Carey  College 


1965: 


1966: 


1967: 


,  1968: 


1 
.1 


Reverend  Joseph  A.  Koury,  Diocesan  Supt.  of  Education,  Natchez-Jackson  Diocese 

Honorable  Paul  B.  Johnson,  Governor  of  Mississippi 

Dr.  Floyd  C.  Barnes,  Executive  Secretary  Emeritus,  Mississippi  Education  Association 

The  Right  Reverend  John  M.  Allin,  Bishop  Coadjutor,  Episcopal  Diocese 
Dr.  E.  R.  Jobe,  Executive  Secretary,  Board  of  Trustees 
Mr.  B.  F.  Smith,  Executive  Vice-President,  Delta  Council 

The  Reverend  T.  Robert  Fulton,  Pastor,  First  Presbyterian  Church,  Greenville,  Missis- 
sippi 
Dr.  Allan  W.  Ostar,  Executive  Director,  Association  State  Colleges  and  Universities 


I  President  J.  T.  Hall,  Mississippi  Delta  Junior  College 


Bishop  Edward  J.  Pendergrass,  Jackson  Area,  Methodist  Church 
Dr.  Richard  A.  McLemore,  President,  Mississippi  College 
Dr.  E.  E.  Thrash,  Executive  Secretary,  Board  of  Trustees,  Institutions  of  Higher  Learn- 
ing 

J969:  The  Reverend  Macklyn  Hubbell,  First  Baptist  Church 

Honorable  John  C.  Stennis,  United  States  Senator 
Dr.  Woodrow  L.  Marsh,  Superintendent,  Cleveland  Public  Schools 

2970;  Dr.  W.  Wilson  Benton,  Jr.,  First  Presbyterian  Church 

Dr.  Garvin  H.  Johnston,  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Education 
Dr.  Charles  Q.  Coffman,  Associate  Director  for  Planning  and  Programs,  Institutions  of 
Higher  Learning 

1972;  The  Reverend  John  Ed  Thomas,  St.  Paul  United  Methodist  Church,  Ocean  Springs 

The  Hon.  J.  P.  Coleman,  United  States  Circuit  Judge 
Mr.  Morris  Lewis,  Chairman  of  the  Board,  Super  Valu  Stores,  Inc.  of  Minneapolis 

2972;  Dr.  Russell  M.  Mclntire,  Director  of  Development,  New  Orleans  Baptist  Theological 

Seminary,  New  Orleans,  Louisiana 
Dr.  Melvene  Draheim  Hardee,  Professor  of  Higher  Education,  Florida  State  University, 

Tallahassee,  Florida 
Dr.  William  B.  Thompson,  Superintendent,  Greenville  Public  Schools 

2973;  Father  Malcolm  O'Sullivan,  President,  Christian  Brothers  College 

The  Honorable  David  R.  Bowen,  United  States  House  of  Representatives 
Dr.  John  H.  Allen,  President,  Centenary  College,  Shreveport 
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1974:  The  Reverend  Mack  B.  Stokes,  Bishop,  Jackson  Area,  United  Methodist  Church 

Remarks:  Dr.  B.  Hal  Buchanan,  Dean  of  the  School  of  Education;  Dr.  John  C.  Gibson, 

Dean  of  the  School  of  Business;  Dr.  William  F.  LaForge,  Dean  of  the  School  of  Arts 

and  Sciences 
Remarks:  Dr.  Jack  W.  Gunn,  Dean  of  the  University;  Dr.  R.  M.  Walters,  Dean  of  the 

Graduate  School 

1975:  Dr.  J.  Ralph  Noonkester,  President,  William  Gary  College,  Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

Dr.  John  Calhoun  Merrill,  Professor  of  Journalism,  University  of  Missouri,  Columbia 
Dean  Harmon  Boggs,  Mississippi  Delta  Junior  College,  Moorhead 

1976:  The  Reverend  Clifton  J.  Mclnnis,  Jr.,  Rector,  Church  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  Vicksburg, 

Mississippi 
Dr.  James  T.  Rogers,  President,  Brenau  College,  Gainesville 
Dr.  J.  Robert  Cagle,  Jr.,  Superintendent,  Greenwood  Public  Schools,  Greenwood, 

Mississippi 

1977:  The  Reverend  Kenneth  Sissell,  Pastor,  Duncan-Alligator  United  Methodist  Church, 

Duncan 
Dr.  James  D.  McComas,  President,  Mississippi  State  University,  Starkville 
Dr.  James  V.  McCullouch,  Superintendent,  Greenville  Public  Schools 

1978:  The  Reverend  Ray  Bridges,  Pastor,  Main  Street  Baptist  Church,  Goodman,  Mississippi 

Dr.  James  W.  Strobel,  President,  Mississippi  University  for  Women,  Columbus 
John  E.  Ashley,  Executive  Secretary,  Mississippi  Association  for  Educators 

1979:  The  Reverend  William  Spears,  Pastor,  First  Baptist  Church,  Isola,  Mississippi 

Dr.  Arthur  H.  DeRosier,  Jr.,  President,  East  Tennessee 
State  University,  Johnson  City,  Tennessee 
Dr.  Walter  Washington,  President,  Alcorn  State,  Lorman,  Mississippi 

1980:  The  Reverend  W.  L.  Wallace,  Jr.,  New  Albany  United  Methodist  District 

Superintendent,  New  Albany  District 

The  Honorable  William  B.  Alexander,  Cleveland  President  Protempore, 
Mississippi  State  Legislature 
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Alumni  Association  Presidents 

1928-29  In  1929,  Senior  Dorothy  McLain  was  appointed  Chairman  Pro  Tern 
to  arrange  the  first  alumni  banquet.  At  this  banquet  held  May  31, 
1929,  in  the  Hotel  Grover,  organization  of  an  alumni  association  was 
completed,  and  Robert  Cogdell  Bullock  became  the  first  elected 
President.  The  first  homecoming  was  held  November  23,  1929. 
1929-30  Robert  Cogdell  Bullock,  1929 

1930-31  Elizabeth  Zeigei,  1930 

1931-32  Eugenia  Bachman  Hinton,  1929 

1932-33  William  David  McCain,  1930 

1933-34  Hal  Carnes,  1930 

1934-33  Gladys  C.  Castle,  1930 

1935-36  Jack  i3arwick 

1936-37  Maxine  Boggan  House,  1932 

1937-38  Name  not  known 

1938-39  James  Flack,  1935 

1939-40  Wilson  Ferguson,  1938 

1940-41  William  D.  McCain,  1930,  President;  and  Executive  Committee: 
Marie  Mitchell,  1934,  Secretary;  Dick  Lane,  1936;  Louise  Womack, 
1935;  Sara  Lee  Ball,  1930;  Clifford  Rose,  1931,  Vice  Presidents. 

1942-43  (The  Executive  Committee  was  a  war  measure,  and  no  regular 
meetings  were  held  nor  officers  elected  until  the  first  post-war 
meeting  March  16,  1946.  In  a  Jackson  meeting  on  that  date  McCain 
served  as  master  of  ceremonies  at  which  time  State  Senator  Edward 
L.  Lowe  was  elected  President.) 

1945-46  William  David  McCain;  Senator  Edward  L.  Lowe,  1931,  March  16, 
1946 

194^-47  Jack  Sutphin,  1940 

1947-48  Chandler  Worley,  1938 

1948-49  Chandler  Worley,  1938 

1949-50  H.  L.  Nowell,  1943 

1950-51  Name  not  known 

1951-52  Paul  Anderson,  1950 

1952-53  B.  F.  Smith,  1939 

1953-54  Halton  Brown,  1946 

1954-55  Lamar  Beevers,  1935 

1955-56  Percy  Funchess,  1935 

1956-57  Ben  Stallings,  1933 

1957-58  Billy  Stephenson,  1947 

1958-59  Billy  Stephenson,  1947 

1959-60  Frank  John  Lovacono,  1951 

1960-61  Lelia  Wilkinson  Underbill,  1940 

1961-62  Mrs.  Jim  Ed  (Ruth  Walters)  Bobo,  1940 

1962-63  Mrs.  Jim  Ed.  (Ruth  Walters)  Bobo,  1940 

1963-64  Forest  Kent  Wyatt,  1946 

1964-65  Martin  T.  King,  Jr.,  1950 

1965-66  Hugh  Ellis  Walker,  1952 

1966-67  Ed  Kossman,  Jr.,  1959 

1967-68  Wayne  Anthony,  1956 

1968-69  Al  Hopkins,  1963 

1969-70  Bob  Dearing,  1957 

1970-71  Ken  Lauderdale,  1958 

1971-72  Jesse  A.  Barr,  1959 

1972-73  Mrs.  Charles  (Nell)  Thomas,  1938 


1973-74  Clarence  Wilkinson,  1954 

1974-75  Bobby  Barrett,  1956 

197S-76  Mrs.  C.  J.  (Alvce  West)  Richardson,  Jr.,  1952 

1976-77  Dr.  Arthur  Richter,  1943 

1977-78  Peter  Jernberg,  1965 

1978-79  Dr.  Clyde  Muse,  1952 

197^80  Bobby  Moore,  1964 


// 


Outstanding  Alumnus  of  the 
Year"  Recipients 

1963  Capt.  Viola  Sanders,  1941 

1964  James  M.  Flack,  1935 

Dr.  William  D.  McCain,  1930 

H.  L.  Nowell,  1943 

B.  F.  Smith,  1939 

Dr.  Eleanor  Walters,  1934 

1965  Richard  P.  Lane,  1936 

Mrs.  Charles  (Nell)  Thomas,  1938 

Margaret  Wade,  1933 

Dr.  Wirt  Alfred  Williams,  Jr.,  1940 

1966  Dr.  Sam  Adams,  1936 

1967  Howard  Carpenter,  1943 
Gladys  Castle,  1930 

1968  Hugh  C.  Smith,  1942 

1969  Mrs.  Jim  Ed  (Ruth  Walters)  Bobo,  1940 

Mrs.  Thompson  (Maxine  Boggan)  Holcombe,  1932 

1970  Martin  T  King,  Jr.,  1950 
Dr.  Patsv  Thrash,  1950 

1971  Carol  Brumby,  1933 

Dr.  Allan  McClure,  1948  (Deceased) 

Dr.  John  C.  Merrill,  1949 

Mrs.  Thomas  Edward  (Mattie  Lou  Meador)  Neill,  1928 

1972  Mrs.  C.  J.  (Alyce  West)  Richardson,  Jr.,  1952 
Sara  Dunn  Sistrunk,  1932 

1973  Dr.  Jesse  Steven  White,  1940 

1974  Senator  Sam  Wright,  1949 

1975  Dr.  Kent  Wyatt,  1956 

1976  Elbert  Hilliard,  1953 

1977  Ed  Kossman,  Jr.,  1959 

1978  Dr.  Arthur  H.  Richter,  Jr.,  1943 

1979  Dr.  L.  Paul  Robertson,  1947 
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Academic  Council,  130,  181 
Academic  organization,  127, 

128-30,  179 
Academic  program  changes,  110, 
179 

Accreditation:  American 
Association  of  Teachers 
Colleges,  25-26,  28;  George 
Peabody  College  for  Teachers, 
25;  National  Association  of 
Schools  of  Music,  180;  National 
Council  for  the  Accreditation  of 
Teacher  Education,  103,  126, 
140-41,  185;  Southern 
Association  of  Colleges  and 
Secondary  Schools,  26, 107,  126, 
140-41 

Acheson,  Dean,  49 

Administrative  staff  changes,  110, 
129,  140,  141 

Agricultural  High  School,  Bolivar 
County,  3,  5,  6,  9 

Ainsworth,  Kenneth,  141 

Aldermen,  Cleveland  Board  of,  8 

Alexander,  William  B.,  143 

Allen,  Henry,  37,  55 

Alma  Mater  (song),  30 

Alumni  Association,  88,  91,  110 

Ahimm  Neivs,  75 

American  Association  of 
University  Women,  74 

Anderson,  Clinton  P.,  48 

Anderson,  John  R.,  11 

Anniversary,  fiftieth,  154,  159, 
163-68 

Anniversary,  twenty-fifth,  71 

Armory,  National  Guard,  61,  64, 
182 

Art  bazaar,  117 

Art  collections,  117-18 

Athletics:  baseball,  39,  170,  175, 
178;  basketball,  men's,  38,  55,  57, 
91;  basketball,  women's,  36,  38, 
152,  153,  169-70,  173-74; 
football,  39,  55;  general,  17,  37 

Attendance,  chapel,  18 

Audiovisual  center,  181 

Austin,  Zoe,  114 


Bailey,  E.  L.,  13,  28 

Bailey  Hall,  62,  67 

Bailey,  Thomas  L.,  11,  45,  62,  67 

Bailey,  Wayne,  143 

Bain,  Robert,  179-80 

Baird,  Duncan,  143 

Band,  marching,  94 

Barksdale,  L.  J.,  49 

Barnett,  Ross,  98 

Barr,  Jesse  Alfred,  143 

Baseball  field,  151 

Batson,  Patti  Maud  (Mrs.  James 

Wesley  Broom),  14 
Bedwell,  Margaret,  26 
Bedwell,  Mary  ("Mollie") 

Elizabeth,  27,  42 
Bell,  Mrs.  Percy,  13 
Berger,  Bill,  7  ' 
Bilbo,  Theodore  G.,  27-28,  30 
"Black  Bear"  (honky-tonk),  12 
Blackledge,  T  T,  55 
Black  students,  127-28 
Bolivar  Commercial,  8,  15 
Bolivar  County,  3-4,  9 
Bond-Carpenter  Hall,  110-11 
Bond,  Willard  Faroe,  13-14,  27-28, 

30,  110 
Book  collections:  Austin,  Bell, 

Lyon,  Scott,  Williams,  Willis,  117 
Bookstore,  64 
Boone,  W.  W.,  7 
Boone,  Zeck,  7 
Bouldin,  Marshall,  114 
Bourgeois,  Margaret,  36 
Bowen,  David  R.,  154,  169 
Brand,  Wayne,  73 
Brasel,  Joe  Dell,  176 
Brewer,  Earl  Leroy,  121 
Brewer  Hall,  116  ' 
Brewer,  W.  L.,  49 
Brister,  Milton,  155,  159 
Brooks,  B.  P.,  15 
Broom  Hall  (Broom  Memorial 

Administration  Building),  30, 

33-34,  151 
Broom,  Harmon,  13 
Broom,  James  Wesley,  13-14; 

administration  as  president, 

14-18;  75,  163,  188 
Brough,  Jesse,  7,  11 
Brown,  Edgar,  7 
Bryant,  Alton,  89 
Buchanan,  B.  Hal,  129,  141,  180, 

185 
Bufkin,  W.  Ford,  3 
Building  Commission,  State,  96 
Buildings,  32-33,  61,  96 
Burke,  Norman,  49,  53 


Butler,  Maria,  104 

Butts,  Franklin  Eugene,  140 

Byrd,  Harry,  49 

Cain,  Ethel,  36,  49-50,  99,  104 

Cain,  Maud,  99 

Cain-Tatum  Dormitory,  98-99 

Campus  plan,  29 

Campus  views,  100,  135,  188 

Capps,  Charles  W,  Jr.,  143 

Carillon,  Americana,  154 

Carillon,  West,  154,  164 

Carpenter,  Harry  Gordon,  75,  87, 

89,  110,  111 
Cassity,  Annie  Lenoir,  65 
Cassity  Hall,  61,  64 
Castle,  Gladys,  73,  74 
Caulfield,  Annie  A.,  14,  17,  26 
Causey,  Hugh  L.,  12,  13 
Caylor  Hall,  Phase  I,  123-24 
Caylor,  Richard  Lee,  89,  98, 124-25 
Caylor-Williams  Hall,  98,  116,  125 
Certificates,  teachers,  18 
Chadwick-Dickson  Intercollegiate 

Athletic  Building,  151,  173 
Chadwick,  Eugene  Berkley,  73, 

151,  173 
Chasey,  Eugene,  186 
Child  development  program,  55 
Church  attendance,  18 
Clark,  Arthur,  9 
Clark,  Charles,  7,  9-10,  12,  13 
Clark,  Charles  (governor),  120 
Clark,  Fred,  7 
'Clark  Hall,  116 
Class  schedule,  first,  16 
Cleveland  Hall,  29 
Cleveland  (town),  3-4 
Cleveland  Enterprise,  5 
Coleman,  James  P.,  183 
Coleman,  Jesse,  27 
Collins,  Janice  (Mrs.  Forest  Kent 

Wvatt),  159 
Collins,  Opal,  159 
Commencements,  190-91;  first, 

26-27 
Commercial  Appeal  (Memphis),  25, 

27 
Committee  (Cleveland)  for  the 

State  Normal  College,  7-9;  11 
Committee  (state)  on  Site 

Selection,  10-12 
Conner,  Martin  Sennett,  28 
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Continuing  oducdtion,  179 
Convocation,  President  Lucas, 

142-46 
Convocation,  President  VVyatt, 

164-72 
Cooper,  James  Donald,  179-80 
Coulter,  B.  L.,  28 
Courthouse,  5 

Court  of  Governors,  116,  120-21 
Coward,  Katherine,  141 
Craft,  Harvev,  93 
Cranford,  T.'O.,  27 
Crook,  Robert,  143 
Crump,  William  Bell  III,  169 
Curriculum  Committee,  127,  130 

Dale,  Julia,  17,  36 

Dampeer,  L.  M.,  Jr.,  13 

Data  processing  center,  125 

Daughritv  Hall,  61 

Daughrit\-,  Kenneth  Leroy,  63 

Davis,  J.T.,  9 

Dav,  J.  L.,  27 

Dean,  S.  B.,  49 

Dean's  home,  31 

Degree,  conferring  of  first,  27 

Degrees:  Bachelor  of  Arts,  58; 

Bachelor  of  Business 

Administration,  129;  Bachelor  of 

Science,  58 
Degrees,  graduate;  Master  of 

Education (1964),  Masterof  Arts, 

Master  of  Business 

Administration,  Master  of 

Librarv  Science,  Master  of 

Science  (1969),  110;  Educational 

Specialist  (1972),  142 
Delta  Belles,  93-94 
Delta  Chamber  of  Commerce,  46 
Delta  Council,  46,  49-54 
Delta  Field,  50,  116,  122 
Delta  Scene,  158 
Delta  Summer  Normal  for 

Teachers,  14-15,  16 
Denning,  Don,  176 
Dent,  A.  L.,  11,  12 
Dickson,  Alex  Dockery,  55,  57, 151, 

172 
Donovan,  H.  L.,  25 
Doolittle  Building,  45,  47 
Doolittle,  Laurie,  19,  21,  22,  45 
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Eastland,  James  O.,  98 

Eckert,  Sidney,  141 

Eckford,  Gertrude  Estill,  11,  21,  25 

Eckles,  A.  K.,  3,  7,  10 

Eckles,  Mary  Royce,  7 

Ellis,  Irby,  93 

Elmore,  Herbert,  7,  9 

Enrollments,  student:  1925-1926, 

1926-1927, 18;  1930s,  45;  1931,  29; 

1931-32,  36;  WWII,  57;  104,  107, 

130 
Enrollments,  graduate  students, 

110 
Ervin,  Cora,  26 
Evaluation  team,  visiting,  72 
Evans,  S.  R.,  Ill 
Ewing,  James  Milton: 

administration  as  president, 

87-135;  140,  151,  163-64,  181,  188 
Ewing,  James  Milton,  Jr.,  87 
Ewing  Hall,  181,  183 
Ewing,  James  Anderson,  87 
Ewing,  Margaret,  87 
Ewing,  Mrs.  James  Milton,  88,  164, 

184 
Ewing  retirement  dinner,  131-34 
Ewing,  Susie  Eleanor  Pepper,  87 
Expenses,  living,  1925,  18 
Extension  work,  73-74 

Faculty:  1925,  15,  17;  group,  1959, 

65;  number,  130;  reception,  138, 

142;  size,  29 
Farrar,  Joe:  administration  as 

academic  dean,  69-104 
Fatheree,  John  Davis,  11 
Faulkner,  William,  49 
Ferriss,  David  Meadow,  104,  131, 

170,  175 
Figg,  Jane,  15 
Finch,  Cliff,  183 
Fischer,  Ruth,  30 
Fitz-Hugh,  Alexander,  49 
Flag  plaza,  151,  167 
Flamson,  Gladys,  17 
Flowers,  Margaret  ("Maggie") 

(Mrs.  James  Milton  Ewing),  87 
Foundation,  Delta  State 

University,  131 
Franklin,  Ralph,  92-93 
Franklin,  Dorothy,  92 
Frazier,  C.  E.,  151 
Freshman  orientation,  148 
"Friendliest  School  in  Dixie,"  95-96 
Frierson,  W.  V.,  17 
Fugler-Hammett  Hall,  110-12 
Fugler,  Madge  Quin,  13,  28,  110, 
112,  163 


Fugler,  Mary  Margaret,  28.  See 

Hafter,  Mary  Margaret  Fugler 
Fuller,  Edith,  163 

Garmon,  Frances,  176 

Gartin,  Carroll,  111 

Gary,  Hugh,  49 

General  Education  Requirements, 

ad  hoc  committee,  180 
George  Peabody  College  for 

Teachers,  25 
Gibson,  John  C,  89,  128 
Ginn,  Ella  F.,  (Mrs.  Aubrey  Keith 

Lucas),  137 
Gong,  Edward  W.,  144 
Graduate  Council,  127 
Graduate  program,  110,  127 
Graduating  class,  first  2&-27,  168 
Gray,  William  F.,  8 
Green,  Anderson,  61 
Green  Book.  See  Handbook,  student 
Green,  Edith,  154 
Green,  Edward  H.,  14,  34 
Greenville  Air  Base,  73-74 
Guice,  C.  E.,  7 
Guice,  Harry,  49 
Gunn,  Dean  and  Mrs.  Jack  Winton, 

126 
Gunn,  Jack  Winton,  125-26; 

administration  as  academic 

dean,  127-187 
Guynes,  L.  M.,  9 
Gymnasium,  first,  37 

Hafter,  Mary  Margaret  Fugler,  112, 
163.  See  Fugler,  Mary  Margaret 

Haines,  Herbert,  49 

Hammett,  Evelyn  A.,  74,  110,  112 

Handbook,  student,  41 

Hand,  James,  Jr.,  49 

Hankinson,  Mel,  176 

Hanks,  William,  40 

Hardee  Hall,  12,  15,  21 

Hardee,  William  Guy,  15 

Harkins,  Eleanor,  119 

Harris,  Lusia,  169,  174 

Health  Care  Facility,  151,  162 

Health  Services,  162 

Heating  plant,  36 

Hemphill,  Pat,  49 

Heidelberg,  H.  B.,  13 

Hemphill,  Melvin,  150,  153,  180 

Hill  Administration  Building,  12, 
15 

Hill  Apartments,  115-16,  120 

Hill  Demonstration  School; 
beginning,  21;  discontinuance, 
92;  students,  22,  23,  24;  45 


Hill,  Edward  Bibb,  15 

Hill,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward  Bibb, 

120 
Hill,  Ivv  Graham  (Mrs.  Edward 

Bibb)",  7,  10,  16 
Historical  marker,  Delta  State 

Teachers  College,  72 
Hitt,  Ralph,  89,  93 
Hodges,  Harry,  141 
Hogarth,  Charles  P.,  89 
Holcomb,  Maxine  Boggan,  104 
Holmes,  Verner  S.,  184 
Home  economics:  first  nursery 

school,  58;  home  management 

house,  45;  vocational,  55 
Honor  graduates  policy,  70 
House,  Nathan,  22 
Howell,  Daisy,  140,  179 
Howell,  David,  114,  157 
Houston,  J.  J.,  8 
Howorth,  Lucy  Somerville  (Mrs. 

Josph  M.  Howorth),  3,  10,  154 
Howorth,  Joseph  M.,  154 
Hull,  Marie,  art  collection,  118 
Humphrey,  G.  D.,  58 
Hunter,  Elizabeth  Brooke  (Mrs.  W. 

M.  Kethley),  21 

Ingraham,  G.  H.,  9 
Imperial  Bolivar,  8,  9 
Improvement  of  Instruction, 

Mississippi  Program  for,  56 
Instructional  staff,  number,  127 
Instructional  Resources  Center, 

181 

Jackson,  R.  E.,  3,  7,  8,  9 

Jacob,  Henry  Judson,  127, 129, 141, 

143,  169 
Jobe,  Euclid  Ray,  73,  89,  119 
Jobe  Hall,  115,  116,  119 
Johnson,  Mrs.  J.  H.,  13,  28 
Johnson,  Oscar,  50 
Johnson,  R.  B.,  8 
Johnson,  Samuel  McKinley 

Memorial  Fund,  117 


Kahn,  Lee,  Jr.,  104 

Kamien,  I.  A.,  7 

Kethley,  William  Marion,  14,  19; 

administration  as  president, 

21-85;  87,  163,  188 
Kethley,  Mrs.  William  Marion,  22, 

163 
Kethley  Hall,  107-09 
Kethley,  Mary  Brooke,  63 
Klein,  John,  154 


LaForge,  William  R,  89,  93,  128, 

140 
LaForge,  William  Norman,  143 
Landau,  Moses  Meshulim,  104, 

143,  169 
Language  laboratory,  108 
Laundry,  61,  63 

Lawler-Harkins  Hall,  115-16,  119 
Lawler,  Nell,  119 
Leavell,  Ullin  W.,  56 

Library  science,  126 

Library  services,  56 

Lincoln,  Berton  Alexander,  11 

Longino  Hall,  116 

Longino,  Andrew  Houston,  121 

Lowery,  W.  G.,  9 

Lucas,  Alan,  137 

Lucas,  Aubrey  Keith: 

administration  as  president, 

137-58;  159,  164,  188 
Lucas,  Audelle  Robertson,  137 
Lucas,  Carol,  137 
Lucas,  Frances,  137 
Lucas,  Keith  C,  137 
Lucas,  Mark,  137 
Lyon,  Ralph,  128 

McCain,  William  D.,  26,  89,  143, 

178 
McCool,  Horace,  176 
McCool,  Noel,  26 
McGehee,  Jim  G.,  3 
McGrath,  Bonnie  Jo,  36 
McGraw,  Robert,  176 
McLean,  E.  R.,  7,  9 
McLendon,  James  Hayes: 

administration  as  academic 

dean,  104-26 
McLendon,  Errol,  126 
McLendon,  June  (Mrs.  James 

Hayes),  105,  126 
McPherson,  Ruth,  17 
McRaney,  Mac  G.,  104,  140 
Mace,  143 
Maffett,  Callie,  14 
Magee,  Paul  Reed,  57 
Marlar,  Luke,  73 
Married  student  accommodations, 

61,  64,  101 
Marshall,  Arthur,  7,  10,  55,  57 
Marshall  Home  Management 

House,  55,  57 
Marshall  Plan,  49 
Martin,  T.  K.,  89 
Mathews,  J.  L.,  9 
Mauldin,  Katie,  30,  36,  89,  113 
May  festival,  25 


Medallion,  presidential,  144 
Merritt,  Ray,  141 
Meyer,  A.  R.,  128 
Middleton,  William  E,,  140 
Miller,  Jeff,  70 

Miller,  Rush  Glenn,  Jr.,  157-58 
"Mill,"  The,  61,  66,  104 
Miss  Delta,  42,  48 
Mitchell,  Frank,  17 
Montgomery,  V.  B.,  49 
Moon,  Robert  C,  56,  59 
Moorhead  (town),  9 
Morris,  Robert,  125 
Mosquito  fogging  machine,  99 
Muns,  George,  93 
Murphree,  Dennis,  10-11 

Name  changed  to  Delta  State 

College,  74 
Nelson,  Elbert,  140 
Nellie  Nugent  Somen.'ille  Lectures 

on  Government  and  Public 

Affairs,  154 
Newman,  C.  B.,  185 
Newspaper,  student.  See  Miss  Delta 
Noel,  Edmond  Favor,  121 
Noel  Hall,  116 
Nott,  Mrs.  E.  J.,  7 
Nowell,  H.  L.,  88,  90 
Nursery  school,  55 
Nursing  degree.  Bachelor  of 

Science,  180 

Opening,  Delta  State  Teachers 

College,  15 
Ogden,  Florence  Sillers,  114 
Outlaw,  Henrv,  141 
Ouzts,  Johnny  drew,  128 

Pageant,  49-50,  54 

Parker,  Travis  E.,  143,  147,  159 

Parks,  W.  B.,  10 

Parks,  W  J.,  37 

Patton,  Minnie  (later  Mrs.  J.  S. 

White),  55 
Pearson,  John  L.,  143 
Pearson,  Mrs.  John,  Sr.,  114 
Phillips,  Ed,  158 
Ph\-sicial  education  classroom 

facility,  186 
Physical  Plant  Headquarters, 

150-51 
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Pierce,  Jack  Wilbourne,  98 
Pilot  training,  civilian,  57 
Pittman,  Anna  Prince,  17 
Planetarium,  176-78 
Plummer,  lohn,  177 
Presidents  home,  31,  96-97,  138 

Qaudrangle,  84-85 

"Rabbit  Foot  Squad,"  36 
Railroad,  Yazoo  and  Mississippi 

Vallev,  3 
Reading  Institute,  56,  59 
Recommendations  for  Improving 

Program  of  Delta  State  College, 

91-92 
Registration,  70 
Reilv,  Orville  Wain,  140-41 
Residences:  dean's,  29;  president's, 

29,  97,  138 
Revnolds,  James  W.,  89 
Richardson,  Alvce  West  (Mrs. 

Clarence  James,  Jr.),  154,  157, 

164,  169 
Richardson,  Clarence  James,  Jr., 

154 
Ricks,  Ray,  88,  91 
Robbins,  Michael  David,  162-63 
Roberts,  J.  C,  3,  7 
Roberts,  William  Beauregard,  3,  7, 

10,  45 
Roberts  Library,  114-15,  154 
Roberts  Memorial  Librarv,  45,  48 
Roby,  Mrs.  E.  R,  7 
Rogers,  Bryan,  176 
Rotarv  Club,  5,  7 
ROTC,  Armv,  144 
Ruff,  D.  T.,  13,  28 

Sanders,  G.  B.,  15 

Sandifer,  Lizette  Neilson,  13 

Savre,  Francis,  50 

Schllig,  Steve,  49 

School  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  128-29 

School  of  Business,  128-29 

School  of  Education,  129,  180 

School  of  Graduate  Studies,  129 

School  of  Nursing,  180 

Science  building,  phase  II,  151,  176 

Scott,  Charles,  34 

Seal,  Delta  State  Teachers  College, 

40 
Semester  system,  change  to,  88-89 
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Senior  citizens  program,  179 
Shands,  Audley  William  3-4,  7,  9, 

10;  recognition  ceremony,  182 
Shoemake,  Charles,  73 
Shoemaker,  W.  M.,  169,  172 
Shoenholz,  Leo,  7 
Shop  warehouses,  61 
Sillers,  Lena  Roberts,  114,  185 
Sillers  (Lena  Roberts)  Chapel,  185, 

187 
Sillers  (Walter)  Coliseum,  49,  98, 

102 
Sillers  portrait  presentation,  114 
Sillers,  Walter;  legislative 

attitudes,  7;  named  member  of 
sites  committee,  11;  W.  M. 
Kethlev  Dav  address,  75-76;  87, 
98,  102,  108,  111,  187 
Simmons,  Lisso,  180-81,  185 
Simmons,  Mrs.  W.  W.,  3 
Sites  Selection  Committee,  12 
Smith,  C.  R.,  7 
Smith,  B.  F.,  53 
Smith,  Hugh  Cam,  69-70,  108 
Smith,  J.  L.,  8-9 
Smith,  Jno.  T. ,  7 
Smith,  Milton,  Sr.,  17 
Smith-Patterson  art 

endowment-collection,  118 
Somerville,  A.  D.  (Abe),  7,  34 
Somerville  Lecture  Series 

Inauguration,  155 
Somerville,  Nellie  Nugent,  154 
Somerville,  Lucy,  3,  10.  See 
Howorth,  Mrs.  Joseph  M. 
Southern  Association  of  Colleges 
and  Schools,  postwar  plans,  58 
Sparkman,  Fred,  7 
Speakes,  W.  A.,  10 
Stadium  Dormitory,  68.  See  White 

Hall 
Stamps,  Elizabeth  Coburn,  57 
Stansel,  Horace,  11 
Stephens  (women's  basketball 

coach),  36 
Stone,  W.  O.,  119 
Strong,  L.  Q.,  7 
Student  Affairs,  Division,  129 
Student  bodv  and  facultv,  1929, 

30-31 
Student  Council,  1927-1928,  41 
Students,  married,  61 
Student  teaching,  secondary,  21, 

72 
Study  Committee,  89 
Study  Committee,  Administrative 

Organization,  128 
Sturdivant,  M.  P.,  49 


Sullivan,  Charles,  119 
Summer  session  activity,  149 
Sundial,  83 
Supervisors,  Board  of  Bolivar 

County,  5 
Swimming  pool,  43,  45 
Summer  Institute  (Delta  Summer 

Normal),  14-15 
Sutphen,  Jack,  157 

Tanner,  B.  J.,  49 

Tatum,  Georgia  Lee,  19,  99 

Taylor  Hall,  12,  16 

Taylor,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  StarkeyC.,16 

Taylor,  Robert,  88 

Taylor,  SwepJ.,  27-28 

Teachers  Association,  Bolivar 

County,  3,  7 
Testing  group  (freshman),  1941,  58 
Thomas,  Elmer,  49 
Thomas,  Joe,  73 
Thomas,  J.  T,  Jr.,  49 
Thompson,  Virginia  Louise,  27 
Thompson,  W.  A.,  141 
Thrash,  Edsel  E.,  128,  143,  169 
Townes,  James,  164 
Townsend,  Dr.  W.  T,  9 
Trailers,  62 
Truman,  Harry,  49 
Trees,  76-83 
Trustees,  Board  of.  Delta  State 

Teachers  College,  13,  27-28 
Trustees,  Board  of.  Institutions  of 

Higher  Learning,  28-29,  87,  187 
Turner,  Thomas  N.,  143 

Union  Building,  The,  151,  156 
University  status,  143,  147 

Valentine,  John  White,  104 

Veterans,  46,  61 

Von  Braun,  Verner,  49 

Wade,  Margaret,  37-38,  104,  175 

Walden,  Jerry,  164 

Walker,  George  B.,  123 

Walker  Natatorium,  116,  122,  186 

Walker,  Hugh  Ellis,  129-30 

Walker,  James,  143 

Walker,  U.  S.,  129,  140,  180 

Waller,  William  Lowe,  143, 169, 170 

Walters,  Eleanor  Boyd,  169,  177 

Walters  Hall,  177 

Walters,  R.  N.,  164,  179,  185 

Ward,  Benjamin  F.,  34 

Ward  Hall,  34-35 

Ward,  James  A.,  57 

Watermelon  cuttings,  22,  149 


Watkins,  Lyndell  Presson,  164 
Weinstein,  Harry,  7 
West  Carillon,  154,  187 
Wests,  The  Clayton,  157 
West,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Parker, 

154,  157 
West,  Paul,  37,  55 
White,  Hugh  Lawson,  68-69 
White  Hall,  116,  151 
White,  Jesse  Steven,  104 
Whitfield,  Henry  L.,  10-11,  13,  45 
Whitfield  Gymnasium,  45-49,  151, 

186 
Whittington  art  collection,  118 
Whittington  Hall,  116,  125 
Whittington-Williams  Hall,  98,  100 
Who's  Who  in  American  Universities, 

1948-1949,  71 
Wiggins,  Mary  Kimbriel  (Mrs.  A. 

C.  Whittemore),  104 
Wiley,  Planetarium,  178 
Wiley,  Roy  Lee,  178 
Wilkinson,  Clarence,  143 
Wilkinson,  Foster  Flowers,  141 
Williams,  A.  C,  178 
Williams,  Brown,  11 
Williams,  J.  D.,  128 
Williams,  Jim,  104 
Williams,  Kenneth  O.,  183 
Williams,  Wirt  Alfred,  17,  26,  100 
Wilson,  Herbert,  73 
Windham,  J.  C,  5,  7,  10,  14 
Winston,  W.  T,  7,  9 
Winter,  William  F.,  155 
Woodward,  Elizabeth,  180 
Woolfolk,  Ellis  T,  49,  62 
Woolfolk  Hall,  61 
Woollard,  Mrs.  P.  B.,  3,  7 
World  War  II  impact,  57 
Wright  Art  Center,  46,  115-16 
Wright,  Fielding  L.,  45,  116 
Wyatt,  Elizabeth,  160 
Wyatt,  Forest  Earl,  73,  104,  152,  184 
Wyatt,  Hall,  184 
Wyatt,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Forest  Earl, 

159 
Wyatt,  Forest  Kent,  110,  129,  140, 
154;  administration  as  president, 
159-88;  family,  160 
Wyatt,  Tara,  160 
Wvnn,  Nell,  30 


Young,  J.  B.,  132 
Young-Mauldin  Cafeteria, 
113 


110-11, 


Zeigel,  William  Henry,  named  first 

academic  dean,  14; 

administration  as  academic 

dean,  17-69;  death,  69;  family, 

102 
Zeigel,  Mrs.  William  Henry,  14 
Zeigel  Fine  Arts  Hall,  98,  103,  115 
Zimoski,  Herman,  37,  39,  55 


Yearbook  (Tlw  Brootn),  40 
Young,  Albert  Leon,  15,  17,  36,  69, 

113 
Young,  Thomas  Daniel: 

administration  as  academic 

dean,  89-104 
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Gladvs  C.  Castle  entered  Delta  State 
as  a  student  in  1926  and  began  to  work 
part-tinie  in  the  combined  office  of  the 
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